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BasicChristian.org Website Articles (PDF)

Basic Christian Full Content PDF Version. The BasicChristian.org most complete resource.

Basic Christian Wiki: The Basic Christian Research Wiki '‘Common
Christian Faith'

The Basic Christian Research Wiki ‘Common Christian Faith' wiki website.

Basic Christian: blog Bible Study - Genesis to Revelation - The blog
Bible Study is dedicated in the name of Jesus, Christ, God, Son, and
Savior (PDF)

The Bible study is dedicated in the name of Jesus, Christ, God, Son, and Savior. May the Lord Jesus Christ be
honored by our devotions, our study and in our fellowship. May all the people be blessed and grow in the grace and
knowledge of the love and presence of God our creator and our savior. Amen!

Basic Christian: blog History Study - Christian Church History - The 8
Kingdoms of the World (PDF)

Nimrod, Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, [Revised Rome - NWQ] Antichrist, Millennial (1,000 year)
Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ and the complete Christian Church History.

Basic Christian: Jesus Walk Holy Week 2012 The Jesus Walk 2012
Holy Week 10 Day Timeline Devotion - The 12th Annual (Started in
2001) 10 Day Jesus Walk Easter Timeline Devotion - It will change your
life! -- Starting Friday March 30th, 2012 and going until ---> Easter
Sunday April 8th, 2012 (PDF)

We are going to begin to look at some of the aspects of Holy Week regarding what actually happened during the
final Amazing events of Jesus Christ while He was physically here on earth. We will be considering what His events
accomplished and how His completed events affect us today both personally and individually as Christians and as a
whole in the Christian Church. - God bless you ~ David Anson Brown

The Basic Christian: 2009-2010 'blog Bible Study' complete in 10
segments
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The Basic Christian: blog Bible Study in 10 segments:

« 1. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua

« 2. Matthew, James, Romans, Galatians, Hebrews

« 3.Judges, Ruth, 1st Samuel, 2nd Samuel, 1st Kings, 2nd Kings

« 4. Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum {Early period Prophets - Assyrian activity, attack on Jerusalem
thwarted}

« 5. Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Obadiah, Daniel, Ezekiel {Middle period Prophets - destruction of Jerusalem,
Solomon's Temple destroyed and the Babylonian captivity}

« 6. Luke, Acts, 1st Corinthians, 2nd Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1st Thessalonians, 2nd
Thessalonians

« 7. Mark, 1st Timothy, 2nd Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 1st Peter, 2nd Peter

« 8. Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations

« 9. 1st Chronicles, 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, Joel, Malachi {Later period
Prophets - The return from Babylon, awaiting the coming Messiah}

« 10. John, 1st John, 2nd John, 3rd John, Jude, Revelation

Basic Christian: (2009-2010) blog Bible Study - Genesis - Revelation
(RSS)

The complete Basic Christian: Through the Bible blog Bible Study in RSS feed.

Basic Christian: blog Bible Study - Old Testament (RSS)

Basic Christian: Through the Bible - Old Testament - blog Bible Study in RSS feed.

Basic Christian: blog Bible Study - New Testament (RSS)

Basic Christian: Through the Bible - New Testament - blog Bible Study in RSS feed.

Basic Christian: (2010-2012) blog History Study - The 8 Kingdoms of
the World - Christian Church History - Complete (RSS)

Nimrod, Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, [Revised Rome - NWQO] Antichrist, Millennial (1,000 year)
Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ and the complete Christian Church History.

Basic Christian: blog History Study - The 8 Kingdoms of the World
(RSS)

Nimrod, Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, [Revised Rome - NWQ] Antichrist, Millennial (1,000 year)
Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ.
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Basic Christian: blog History Study - Christian Church History (RSS)

History of the Christian Church.

Basic Christian: Christian Faith Downloads - A Christian resource
center with links to many FREE Mp3 downloads (Mp3's)

Christian Faith Downloads -- "1st Corinthians 2:5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the
power of God."

--Updated-- Basic Christian: Select Internet Mp3s - Basic Christian
select Mp3 downloads from various internet websites - FREE
Downloads (Mp3s via RSS)

The Basic Christian resource for select Mp3 downloads from various internet websites. -- Selected as a part of the
original 2003 Tract-CD Project the Basic Christian Ministry was asked to share two PDF resources [Basic Christian:
Theology, Biblical Proof Jesus is God] with the Tract-CD project and in return a CD of Mp3's was mailed to the
Ministry. -- These are some of those original Mp3s plus many more new mp3s have been added for download.

Basic Christian Adobe AIR (Version 4.52) -- FREE Download - Note: The
'Adobe Air' document [BasicChristian.air] can be downloaded to any
desktop computer (PC or Mac) and also on some of the newer phones
(To download and install - Right click this link) {Note: This is the
'Platform' Basic Christian resource format that I'm now using the most
(though it doesn't have the universal search feature of a PDF file). It
has all the Basic Christian documents [Contents] easily accessible and
it also has the ability for each user to change font sizes [lower right
slide bar], add comments [Comments Pod] and **also a section to add
your own 'Platform' quick links [Favorites] to other websites a feature
that | use daily to quickly visit several websites and blogs.}

The program provides excellent anytime devotions and is perfect as a gift for others. Most importantly the end user
can create their own comments list, add links to other websites, blogs, RSS feeds, references and documents that
once combined create an inclusive individual 'Platform’ for Christian research, devotionals and study projects.

Basic Christian: Mp3 List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Mp3 List (PDF)
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Basic Christian: Video - DVD List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Video - DVD List (PDF)

Free Christian Select Mp3 Downloads (RSS)

**To download each file: "Right Click” and select "Save Target AS..."

Basic Christian: Select Mp3s List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Select Mp3s List (PDF)

The Basic Christian: blog Postings have Concluded -- It has been my
blessing, honor and privilege to be able to serve and share with the
Church the body of Jesus Christ ~ God bless you, David Anson Brown

Psalms 70:4 Let all those that seek Thee rejoice and be glad in Thee: and let such as love Thy Salvation say
continually, Let God be magnified. -- Holy Bible

The Jesus Walk 2012 Holy Week 10 Day Timeline Devotion - The 12th
Annual (Started in 2001) 10 Day Jesus Walk Easter Timeline Devotion -
It will change your life! -- Friday March 30th ---> Easter Sunday April
8th, 2012 (PDF Available)

An Ancient Holy Week Timeline, Bible Study, Devotional & Personal Journal for Easter Week 2012. ... Follow
along with Jesus in the current Resurrection (Easter) holiday dates of 2012 during the last Ten days leading up to
and including His Cross and His Glorious Resurrection. It also marvelously explains and demonstrates that Jesus
did indeed die and remain deceased for a total of 3 days and 3 nights and that He then Resurrected’ returned from
death’ just as He prophesied that He would. This is a Personal Study-Journal encouraging the reader to include their
own devotions during this 10 day journey with Jesus. ... It will change your life!

[Friday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Anointing - Preparation Friday - Catching up
with Jesus and His disciples in the town of Bethany

This day coincides with Friday March 30, 2012: On our journey to be with Jesus we find that Bethany is located on
the Mount of Olives, (Luke 19:29, Mark 11:1) and that Bethany is less than 2 miles from Jerusalem (John 11:18).
Once we walk up the Mount of Olives and ask directions to Lazarus', Mary's, and Martha's house, we would come
into a small stone house to find Martha busy working in the kitchen while Mary is seated and at rest beside Jesus.
Lazarus whom Jesus had recently raised from the dead (John 11:44) was also seated at the table no doubt he had
much to talk to Jesus about. If we came in at just the right moment, we would smell the aroma that filled the house
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as Mary anointed Jesus with almost a pound of very costly Spikenard oil (John 12:3). We would hear Judas
complain that the expensive ointment was wasted and hear the rebuke of Jesus as He defended Mary and proclaimed
that she had committed an honorable act of worship in anointing Him for His coming burial. -- {Basic Christian
Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #1 Anointing Oil: Mary Anointed Jesus with very costly
and very precious oil. Biblically oil is a symbol of acceptance. To anoint someone is to accept them, to accept them
for who and for what they are. Judas on the other hand did not want to bother with anointing Jesus. He didn't even
want to be bothered with other people anointing Him. Mary was accepting Jesus. She had accepted that He had
come to die for her in her place and was anointing Jesus for His coming burial. The cross of Jesus was something
that even the disciples had not yet been able to come to grips with yet Mary had and Mary acknowledged and
accepted Jesus for it. Having accepted the gift from Jesus that He was to die in her place for her sins she had now
entered into a place of rest and comfort. Rest in that she did not have to work to amend for her own sins and
comfort in that all things would be taken care of for her through God who is also King, her King Jesus. - As we
begin our walk with Jesus let's pause and reflect (Selah) about acceptance ... are there people in our own lives who
we need to anoint and to accept even though we don't understand them? How much could our fellowships gain by
this one simple act of anointing one another in the simple affection of acceptance. Anointing others with the
precious oil of acceptance can only come from our own rest and security through the knowledge of what Jesus
Himself has done and will do for us in our lives. - "Psalms 133 Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head that ran down upon the beard even Aaron's
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded His blessing, even life forevermore." Are we anointing and
accepting of ourselves? Biblically people are allowed to anoint - refresh themselves with oil (Matthew 6:17). In fact
it is crucial that we accept ourselves. God has already accepted us. He created us and He is for us. How is it that we
can reject what God has already accepted? Are we anointing and accepting of Jesus? Even today we can anoint
Jesus with His precious costly oil of acceptance by accepting His accomplishments in His sacrificial death and
eternal resurrection life for us and by trusting in His authority and Kingly rule over and in our lives. We would like
to be bold enough to take the steps to walk where Jesus walks, but it is now evident even on this day, day one, that
Jesus does not walk as a human walks but that He walks as God walks. For us to walk with Jesus we are going to
have to be bold and remove our focus from others and place it on God.

[Saturday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Triumphal Entry Saturday - Jesus is King
the Triumphal Entry - Jesus Enters Jerusalem the capital city of Israel
and presents Himself as the Lord and King for all people

This day coincides with Saturday March 31, 2012 Palm Saturday - Feast of Sabbath Rest - 10th of Nisan, Selection
of the Passover Lamb, (Exodus 12:3). "Psalms 84:3 .. O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God." - On this next day
Saturday, (John 12:12), we would rise up early with Jesus and the disciples. The people gathering for the celebration
of the week long Passover Feast in the city of Jerusalem would hear that Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem and
would gather palm branches to wave in honor of their coming King, Jesus. Because Saturday is a Sabbath day it is
unlawful for the people to gather branches for their own personal use but it is not unlawful to gather the branches
and wave them in an act of worship of Jesus (God). It is work to sustain our lives but it is not work to worship God.
Jesus would send two disciples ahead to get a donkey and the donkey's baby that Jesus would ride on His way into
Jerusalem. This will be a direct fulfillment of what the Prophet Zechariah saw and wrote about 400 years earlier.
"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout O Daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is
just, and having salvation; upon the colt the full of a donkey." We would see on this day Jesus would present
Himself to Israel as the King. The prophet Daniel also saw and wrote about this day, (Daniel 9:25). The event of
cheering Jesus as King would take the entire day. There would be one dispute with the Pharisees as they would
demand that Jesus silence His disciples. Jesus would reply that if the disciples remained silent that the very rocks
would cry out in testimony to the glory of God. "Mark 11:10-11 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that
cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and
when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide [close of this Saturday Sabbath day] was
come, He went out unto Bethany with the twelve." We will enter into the Temple with Jesus and look around but
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we will soon depart as the evening is near and with the darkness of nightfall the Jewish Sabbath day will draw to a
close. We depart the Temple and Jerusalem with Jesus keeping all of the Triumphal entry and the Temple events of
that Glorious day enclosed within the one (Saturday) Sabbath day and not permitting the Triumphal Entry events to
continue into the next day (Sunday) a non-Sabbath, non-Feast day. That evening we would return with Jesus back
up to the Mount of Olives to Bethany (Mark 11:11). We would have to leave at the evening time to get to our
destination before nightfall as this day is a Sabbath day and is a day of rest. (Acts 1:12) tells us that Mount Olivet is
"from Jerusalem a Sabbaths days journey" so we know that we would be able to walk that distance and not break
the Sabbath law. -- That night laying at the top of Mount Olives and looking at the stars and reflecting on the days
events, it would begin to seem that the events that Jesus is carrying out have already been written about by the
prophets hundreds even thousands of years earlier. As disciples wanting to be informed about the situation at hand,
we would rethink the scriptures in a new light and begin to consider that Jesus has presented Himself as King to the
people and this occurred on a feast day the feast day of "Sabbath.” Examining Leviticus 23, we would notice that
God prescribed eight Feasts that were to be followed in order, by His people the Jews. The first feast was the
weekly Saturday feast of "Sabbath™ or rest. This was the feast we celebrated today. Suddenly, life flows through our
bodies as we remember a Bible passage from the Apostle Paul, Colossians 2:16;17 "Let no man therefore judge you
in meat, or in drink, or in respect of any holy day, or of the new moon or of the Sabbath days: which are shadows
of the things to come; but the body is of Christ." Wow! We realize that Jesus is now at this very moment in the
process of fulfilling scripture, the prophecies and the feasts appointed in Leviticus 23 which were written in advance
for Jesus to later fulfill. We consider and savor the thought that our King has come and we can now find rest. With
Jesus in rule and authority over our lives we can now rest or Sabbath. Jesus is our King! In Him is Justice,
righteousness, Truth, Light and Life! In Him we can trust and in Jesus we find our [only] rest. No more striving
with a world that is full of inhumane wrongs and cluttered with injustice. In King Jesus we now have comfort. We
note that the "Sabbath" is first a commandment, the 4th of the Ten Commandments given by God to Moses on Mt.
Sinai and it is also the 1st prescribed feast day of God. We then pay special attention to entering into the rest that
Jesus provides as King in our lives, we do not want to disobey both a Commandment and a Feast day. Life becomes
much more meaningful as we peacefully rest-Sabbath the night in Jesus. -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming
united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #2 Jesus our Savior, our King, our Friend, our Rest: "Psalms 19:1 The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handywork." We too would like to join in with the rocks
of Jerusalem and indeed all of creation and declare the glory of our God and King in Christ Jesus and as we do
declare the Deity and Honor of Jesus we declare that we to can now rest in His rule and in His Authority. We rest
in Jesus, resting physically, emotionally and spiritually. It is a wonderful accomplishment to be able to cease from
worry, fear and anxiety. Few are they that enter into it but blessed are those who do as rest is something to be
entered into, it is an achievement, an accomplishment. "Hebrews 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest,
lest any man fall after the same [wilderness wondering] example of unbelief.”

[Sunday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Cleansing - Holiness Sunday - Jesus
cleanses the Temple by removing unholy activities including
overthrowing the tables of the moneychangers and the merchandisers

This day coincides with Sunday April 1, 2012 - We awake early Sunday morning, the first day of the week, to see
Jesus and the disciples on their way back to Jerusalem and the Temple (Mark 11:12). Catching up we would find
Jesus examining a fig tree for fruit. Finding no fruit Jesus will curse the fig tree (Mark 11:14). We will stand by in
amazement as we realize that this Jesus is the same God that Adam and Eve sinned against and then used a fig leaf
in an attempt to cover their sins. Jesus is now saying that there are no more self-made, man-made coverings for sin.
The system of fig tree religion is now a curse by God because fig tree religion never did produce fruit for God. We
will then follow Jesus into the Temple as acting King. Jesus will now cleanse the Temple of ungodliness (Matthew
21:12-17, Mark 11:15-19) and we will know that the true Temple is our bodies and that we need to present our
bodies holy and undefiled to God (Romans 12:1-5). Listening we hear Jesus proclaim that His Temple will be a
House of Prayer for ALL nations (Mark 11:17) and we rejoice to be a part of the Kingdom of God and to know that
above all, God desires for us to pray (talk/listen) to Him in getting to know Him. That evening we will return with
Jesus and the disciples to the Mount of Olives. -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal
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Reflection #3 Unfruitfulness in our own life: Jesus recognized unfruitfulness and He took action to remove it. Every
one of us (unlike Jesus) has an unfruitful aspect in our own life. We too can be bold like Jesus, in that when we see
unfruitfulness we can declare it as unacceptable to God and recognize it as a cursed item, not a blessing. In cursing
it, curse it at its root so that it will immediately wither and dry up no longer sustaining an appearance of being
potentially fruitful but being what it truly is, something that does not give pleasure to God. "Matthew 3:10 And now
also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire."

[Monday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Teaching Monday - Temple teaching and
later the Mt. Olivet Discourse End Time Teaching is given

This day coincides with Monday April 2, 2012 - Arising early the next day Monday, we know from Mark 14:1 and
Matthew 26:2 that we have two days left until the Passover (Wednesday). We would again follow Jesus to
Jerusalem and to the temple as Jesus spends another day preaching in the temple and having discourse with the
Scribes and Pharisees. On the way to the temple we would again pass the fig tree that Jesus had cursed the day
before and be astonished with the other disciples that the fig tree has completely dried up and withered from the
roots up (Matthew 21:19, Mark 11:20). We would again consider that the fig tree cannot be our covering for sin and
that God finds man-made religious practices unacceptable, not one day will pass where the religious practices of
man are acceptable to God. We would follow Jesus back into the temple where the Scribes, Pharisees and lawyers
will make a final assault on the authority of Jesus (Matthew 21:23-23:39, Mark 11:27-12:44). Jesus will end His
discussion with the Scribes and Pharisees with the comments of "Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
Jesus uses strong words for strong circumstances. The leaders of Judah are misrepresenting Jesus. They are
misrepresenting the word of God in the Bible and all that God stands for. Jesus refers to them as a "brood of vipers",
referring to the words and actions of the leaders that their deeds are separating people from the true God and are
therefore as poisonous as the poison of a snake. Earlier, through the prophet Isaiah, Jesus said to the leaders of
ancient Judah that when the circumstances of their lives pressed against them and caused them to be uncomfortable
that they would responded from their heart. Jesus saw that the leaders were upset with circumstances that they didn't
understand and that their actions really revealed their true heart towards God. Jesus was therefore quoting the
prophet Isaiah in order to encourage the leaders to search the scriptures in a new light and gain new insight into the
person of God and new insight into the kingdom of God. After the death and resurrection of Jesus the book of Acts
tells us that many of the Priests came to believe in Jesus (Acts 6:7). Jesus is showing us that although strong words
were used, Jesus did it in a way of Reconciliation. There is only one Ministry, it is the ministry of reconciliation,
man to God and man to man. After this discussion, Jesus left the Temple for the last time (Matthew 24:1, Mark
13:1). We can immediately remember the Prophet Ezekiel, (Ezekiel 10:1-22) and his depiction of the presence of
God departing from the temple as the people had rejected God. Ezekiel wrote of a temple from which the presence
of God had departed and later that temple would be destroyed by the invading Babylonians. Likewise, this temple
with the presence of God, in the person of Jesus departing, would later be destroyed by the Roman armies. After the
discussion between the leaders and Jesus, Jesus walked out of the temple and the disciples followed (Matthew 24:2,
Mark 13:2). The disciples thought that this was the long awaited moment, the moment when the King Jesus, would
take control and according to scripture would reign and rule from Jerusalem. The disciples were now interested in
the buildings of the temple. In effect, the disciples were saying these are great buildings to rule from and probably
wondering where their office would be. As we stand there and eavesdrop, we would hear Jesus reply and give a
prophecy that the temple would be destroyed, one stone block at a time, until there were no more stone blocks left
stacked upon another. The disciples were stunned. They realized that they were not familiar with the current plan of
Jesus. - That evening when they returned to the Mount of Olives, some of the disciples came to Jesus privately and
asked "what is the time or sign of Jesus coming into power?" In other words, when is Jesus the King going to reign
and rule on earth as the King? Jesus told them that it was not for them to know the times and gave a long
informative discourse into the end time events. Jesus specifically warned the disciples not to fall for deception, that
many will be deceived by the vast amount of lies and deceit being told in the world. He taught that only the Bible is
the true word of God. The teaching is now called "Jesus' Mt. Olivet Discourse™ (Matthew 24:3-26:2, Mark 13:3-
14:1). -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #4 Our Ministry of
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Reconciliation: What is our part in Reconciliation? Jesus came to Reconcile. The very Ministry of Jesus is
Reconciliation, reconciling man back into a relationship with God and also reconciling us humans into a relationship
with one another. "2 Corinthians 5:18,19 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us (Christians) to Himself
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the Ministry of Reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation.” *The word reconciliation is called the Gospel, the "Good News" of our Life in Jesus as opposed to
the sour fact of our death in this earthly world. The ministry of Jesus is the embodiment of the Cross that Jesus
would be crucified on as on the cross Jesus is lifted up - suspended, between Heaven (the dwelling of God) and
Earth (the dwelling of man). The vertical post of the cross represents reconciliation between God and Man while at
the same time the outstretched - reaching out arms of Jesus and the horizontal beam of the cross represent the
reconciliation of one to another. Reconciliation is accomplished only in and by Jesus. There is no other hope for
mankind but in Jesus, His Cross and His Resurrection.

[Tuesday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday - Judas Agrees to
betray Jesus for Thirty pieces of silver

This day coincides with Tuesday April 3, 2012 (Matthew 26:6-16, Mark 14:3-11) - As we awake Tuesday morning
we will not go to Jerusalem and the Temple as Jesus had departed the Temple for the last time on Monday. Instead,
today we will go with Jesus to Bethany and enter the house of Simon, a leper whom Jesus has previously cured. A
woman will anoint Jesus with more oil. Judas will depart to meet with the Jewish leaders to betray Jesus. Judas will
receive the promise of thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:2, Matthew 26:15) for promising to deliver Jesus into the
hands of the Jewish leaders. -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #5
Fellowship with the one who has cleansed us: Jesus has returned to spend time with Simon a Leper whom Jesus had
previously cleansed. How is it that Jesus would want to visit someone that was previously Unclean? How is it that
Simon would trust Jesus? Usually when someone has knowledge of the unclean areas of our life we want to get
away from them because we are vulnerable and do not want to be exposed by them for what we were or for what
we truly are. Yet Simon welcomed Jesus into his own home and prepared for Him a meal. All throughout the Bible
we read how hurting and longing and suffering people have turned to God and have found compassion and healing
and like Simon, we too have the privilege of hosting Jesus, the one who has healed us. "Matthew 11:28-30 Come to
Me (Jesus), all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and Learn of
Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest for your Souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light."

[Wednesday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- New Covenant Wednesday - Last
Supper - Communion - Passover Dinner - Jesus covenants to die for us
in our place therefore by the death of Jesus eternal Death now passes
over and skips over us humans

This day coincides with Wednesday April 4, 2012 the Passover week events having starting on the 10th of Nisan
continues with the Feast of the Lord's Passover on the 14th of Nisan - Wednesday we would wake up to the second
of the feast days known as the "Lord's Passover." This feast was first observed by the Jewish people in Egypt the
night the plague killed all of the Egyptian firstborn sons, while death "Passed over" the Jewish firstborn because
they were saved by the "Covenant blood" placed above the doors of their houses (Exodus 12:1-36). This feast is
also prescribed by God in Leviticus chapter 23. We will follow Jesus to Jerusalem to eat the Passover dinner and
celebrate it with the disciples in an upper room made ready by some friends. As we come into the upper room in the
early afternoon prior to the Lord's Passover feast which will be observed and eaten later "at evening"”. We will see
that Jesus and the disciples have just finished eating a lunch/supper (John 13:2). Jesus is telling the disciples that
God the Father has given all authority in heaven and on earth to Him. We marvel that this Jesus standing before us
is not just the King of Judah but is the King of the Universe, the King of heaven and of the earth, of the physical
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realm that is seen and also of the unseen spiritual realm. Jesus presides over all as King. Before we can comprehend
the enormity of the kingdom of Jesus, we see King Jesus lay aside His garments, pour water into a wash basin and
begin to wash the disciples feet. We are in total agreement with Peter when Peter says to Jesus "Thou shall never
wash my feet,” after all, kings of the earth do not wash their followers feet, so much more the reason that the King
of the universe should not wash our feet. Then Jesus explains to Peter that unless He washes our feet that Jesus will
have nothing to do with us. We wonder, "why have Jesus wash our feet and only our feet"? Then we realize that
Jesus is King and He is also our Abba, Daddy, Father, and likewise He is also the Holy God. Being Holy, Jesus
requires that we be cleansed in able to approach Him. Our creator, Abba, Father, Jesus is happy to take all of His
authority and use it to clean us and draw us near to Him. We now know that Jesus is really talking about cleansing
our "Souls", our thought life and our emotions as the foot is a reference to the soul. We realize that one dirty item
cannot make another dirty item clean. We gasp as we realize that ONLY Jesus can make us clean because only
Jesus is clean and without Jesus washing us and cleansing us, we will remain dirty and Jesus will "have nothing to
do with us." We make a mental note to spend more quality cleansing time with Jesus in prayer and in reading the
Bible. - It is now evening and time for the Lord's Passover Supper. All of the disciples are seated around Jesus
(Matthew 26:20). Jesus begins to explain how one of the disciples will betray Him. We join the other disciples
wondering if we will betray Jesus? After the events of the past week, we now know that we are not that familiar
with the plans of God and that Sin is deceitful. Knowing that we can easily be deceived and betray Jesus in our
thoughts and actions, we make another mental note to walk in the Spirit with Jesus at all times, seeking the wisdom
and will of God continually for each and every activity we do during the moments of our lives. Jesus speaking up
tells the disciples that to identify the one who will betray Him, He will dip His bread in the sauce at the same time
the betraying disciple dips his bread. As Judas dips his bread Jesus also dips His (Matthew 26:23). We now know
why, after the foot washing that Jesus said "not everyone is clean™ (John 13:10) because Judas is not clean, he is a
betrayer. Judas asks Jesus if he is the betrayer. Jesus tells him "yes he is." We marvel that sin is so deceptive, that
one can betray God and actually think that he is doing God's work. We shudder as we think of all of the killing and
all of the wrong that has gone on by the deceived ones throughout the Church ages in the name of Christianity. We
are very glad to make the journey back to Holy Week to walk with Jesus and to learn who He is so that we can be
true disciples and true followers of Jesus. Judas, after receiving a bread dipped in sauce by Jesus, then departs the
room to proceed to betray Jesus. The disciples wonder were Judas has gone. Some think he is going to make
arrangements for the next feast, the "Feast of Unleavened Bread" which begins tomorrow, (John 12:29). At first we
think it is unlawful for Judas to go out at night on a feast day but then a quick glance in our Bibles back to Leviticus
23 reveals that the Lord's Passover is not a "Sabbath Feast.” We wonder at the thought that the Lord's Passover feast
IS not a "Sabbath - Rest" feast like all of the other feasts and therefore there is no evening curfew for the feast.
Unfortunately, as Judas leaves the presence of Jesus, Satan then enters into Judas and demonically possesses Judas
(John 13:27). Again we realize the importance of staying in the presence of Jesus to keep ourselves safe from the
demonic/Satanic realm. - Jesus then takes the unleavened bread of the "Lord's Passover Feast" (Matthew 26:26,
Mark 14:22) and giving Thanks, Jesus breaks the bread explaining that this is His body broken for us, speaking of
the cross that is to come tomorrow. He then passes the bread for the disciples to eat. Much earlier while following
Jesus the disciples had dealt with this very issue of Jesus' body. In John 6:47-58, Jesus told a large group of
disciples that He, "is the true bread of life that came down from heaven and any man who would eat of it that man
would not die but would live forever." Many disciples were disturbed at that saying of Jesus, (John 6:66) "and some
walked with Jesus no more." But Jesus had also explained to the disciples (John 6:63) that it is the Spirit that aids a
man not the physical. Jesus said that His words are Spirit. -- So here this night of the Passover the disciples readily
enjoy the bread knowing that it is the Spirit of Jesus that gives Spiritual life. -- Next Jesus takes a cup of wine. It is
the third cup of the four prescribed cups of the feast. The third cup is known as the cup of redemption. The first cup
is the cup of Sanctification, meaning to be set apart to God for the feast. The second cup is the cup of instruction,
instructing that there were many plagues on the land of Egypt, yet the children of God could not go free from
slavery until there was a death of the firstborn. Now this night Jesus is proclaiming that He is the Firstborn of God
and that His death will set us free from the slavery of sin and the cruelty of Satan just like the death of the firstborn
did so many years ago back in Egypt. Then Jesus taking the cup (Mark 14:23) of redemption and like the bread,
giving thanks, Jesus passed the cup to the disciples and said "take drink all of it,” (Matthew 26:27) this cup is the
New Testament in His blood: this do, that as often as we drink of it, to do it in remembrance of Jesus. The disciples
are fully aware that Jesus is speaking of a better blood than man has, of His Spiritual life blood. They gladly take
the cup of wine and gladly drink all of it. We marvel that Jesus wants us to "Drink all" that He has for us, all of His
Life, Love, Compassion and Mercy. Jesus then mentions that He will not drink again of the wine until He drinks it
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anew with us in His Father's Kingdom. The fourth cup of wine that Jesus is postponing to drink is called the "cup of
Rejoicing." After the feast, the cup of rejoicing is to be drunk as we rejoice in all that God has done in our lives in
setting us free and reuniting us with Him in the promise land of Heaven. Jesus says that He will drink that next cup
with all of us for real in the real heaven. Jesus and the disciples then sing a Psalm in the closing of the "Lord's
Passover Feast." Jesus now reminds us again that He is about to be betrayed. He tells us in advance so that we will
know that He does indeed know all things. Jesus then reveals to us that this dark moment is Satan's time. Judas has
already left to betray Jesus. Jesus instructs us saying that "Satan has nothing in Him", but that Jesus will show His
love for the Father by giving His life as a sacrifice to reunite us back to God, as this is the will of the Father and it
is also the will of the Son Jesus. - Arising they depart the room (Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26, John 14:31). We
marvel that this feast is not a Sabbath feast so they are able to walk in the night and not break the law of the feast.
Now during a short walk, Jesus talks to the disciples about Himself being the vine, the source of life and that the
disciples are the branches and that the disciples are to abide in Jesus for life. He also teaches about the persecution
that will come to all of His followers. Then Jesus instructs them some more about the Holy Spirit who the Father
will send. Jesus then prays His "Priestly High Prayer" to the Father (John 17:1-26), asking the Father to receive all
of His followers including us, His future followers and to unite us all with Himself in Heaven with the Father. As
Jesus prays to God the Father we conclude that we know that Jesus' prayers are heard by the Father and answered!
After His priestly prayer of intercession for us to the Father, Jesus commits to His crucifixion and then crosses over
the brook of Cedron (John 18:1) as He proceeds on to the garden of Gethsemane, the Garden of destiny. (Matthew
26:36, Mark 14:32). We now know why God has not made the Lord's Passover to be a "Rest - Sabbath Feast"
because Jesus and the disciples would have to remain at home or inside after the feast and could not have legally
walked to the Garden of Gethsemane, the Garden of destiny. Had this been a "Sabbath - Rest Feast", it is also very
unlikely that the Temple guards would have broken the Sabbath themselves to journey to the Garden to arrest Jesus
who, after all was only peaceably praying to the Father. This is another powerful demonstration that these events are
events orchestrated and allowed by God Himself and not man just as these events are foreseen in the prophetic
writings by the prophets of the Old Testament. -- The Garden is the ideal place to reveal that God is in control. It
was so many years ago that Adam and Eve lost mankind's relationship with God through their own disobedience in
the original garden, the Garden of Eden. Jesus is now stepping into another garden, the Garden of Gethsemane.
Through His desire and obedience Jesus will continue to restore back the lost relationship between God and
mankind, this time for forever. Had Jesus been arrested anywhere but in a Garden, say for instance in the streets or
in the upper-room, it would be difficult to correlate the events of the Last Supper to the events of Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden. Since God made certain to go to the Garden we have to correlate these two garden events and
also the coming event of the resurrection of Jesus from yet another garden, the Garden Tomb. This again reveals the
detailed plan of God as He has set it out for us in His Prophetic Word, the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. -- We
follow and see that Jesus is separated from His disciples and engaged in prayer to the Father. Jesus asks for the third
time for the Father to remove "this cup™ (Matthew 26:42) but there is no other "cup” of redemption available to
mankind. Either Jesus gives His life for us or mankind will never be reunited to God. Angels come and minister to
Jesus. He arises. Judas can now be seen leading a group of Temple soldiers intent on arresting Jesus. Judas then
betrays Jesus with a kiss (Matthew 26:49). Jesus in turn calls Judas "friend” (Matthew 26:50). Jesus is arrested,
bound with ropes and led off as all of the disciples abandon Him and flee. -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming
united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #6 New Covenant Reflection: The New Covenant - God has agreed to take on
the appearance of a Human, to come for us and to die in our place for our sins so that we can Live anew in a new
Spiritual relationship with God. God in His Love for us has taken our penalty of death so that we can live in His life
of love. With the New Covenant and our New Spiritual Life "All things have become New." "2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold All things are become
New." Are we allowing ourselves to live in our newfound Relationship with God and are we allowing ourselves the
New Freedom that this relationship has to offer? When Jesus took His Communion cup and offered it to His
followers Jesus gave with it the instruction and the invitation to "Drink all of it." Amen - and drink all of it we will.

[Thursday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Crucifixion Agony - Redemption
Thursday - Jesus is betrayed and arrested He is then tried and by
popular demand is sentenced to die - Jesus is crucified and suffers
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Death on the Cross - This is the end and Removal of Death and Sin
(Leaven)

Thursday {Crucifixion - Agony (Bitter) Thursday} This day coincides with Thursday April 5, 2012 Crucifixion
Thursday - Feast of Unleavened Bread, 15th of Nisan (Matthew 26:47-27:28, Mark 14:53-15:47). In the next few
hours Jesus will undergo six trials all of them will be a mockery of justice. Jesus will come out of His third trial just
in time to hear the disciple Peter deny a third time to being a follower of Jesus. A rooster will crow marking the
dawn to the sunrise of a new day. This is the day in which Jesus of Nazareth, the true and living Son of God, will
be despised, rejected of man and crucified on a wooden cross. This day will be the seventh day of our journey back
and the third feast day, the "Feast of Unleavened Bread" - the feast of the removal of sin/leaven. Jesus will be
despised, rejected and beaten all of this because of the love that God has for His own creation and of an ultimate
desire to reunite the people that are rejecting Him back unto Himself. - The horrific beating (Isaiah 52:13-53:12)
that King Jesus will endure for us will be a savage fit of rage, the rage of mankind and a fit of Satanic rage all
wrapped into one. No person has ever been so savagely beaten as Jesus was that day. It is the kind of abuse that all
evil has against all innocence. Peter will have gone out and wept bitterly for his part in denying Jesus. Peter will not
look to himself but will again look to God and experience the total love and forgiveness that God Has for mankind.
Judas, who also betrayed God, will not look to God, but instead Judas will look to himself and will find no hope but
only despair and in despair Judas will go out and commit suicide. Jesus is now led to a hill and crucified. It is the
same hill that the Jewish forefather Abraham brought his son Isaac to 4,000 years earlier (Genesis 22:1-19), to enact
out a loving father offering his only beloved son, a parallel to the crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus is offered wine mixed
with bitter gall to drink but Jesus rejects the bitter wine because He has promised that the next wine He drinks will
be with us in Heaven and it will be a sweet cup of Heavenly rejoicing not the bitter cup of this world. - Jesus' first
words on the cross (Luke 23:34) will be "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do." Forgiveness. Even
as He is rejected, Jesus forgives. We stand amazed as the two thieves being crucified along with Jesus, mock Him.
Then one of the thieves turns and says "we are getting our just rewards; but Jesus is innocent”. Then one of the
thieves says a most remarkable thing. He says "Jesus remember me when you enter into your kingdom" (Luke
23:42). We look on in dismay. "Enter the Kingdom of Jesus?" True, Jesus declared Himself to be a King only a few
days ago and a King has to have a kingdom, but Jesus is dying on a cross - No! Not death! The thief is right. Jesus
IS entering into His kingdom, one where there is no more curse of the flesh. Where sin does not reign. In fact sin is
not even present in the Kingdom of Jesus. That's it - only the Spiritual Kingdom of God is good enough for Jesus.
He died to the sin and human flesh of this world so that we can be united with Him in His glory, in His Holy
Spiritual Kingdom. Jesus will remain alive on the cross for six hours, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. At noon, the sky
will grow dark (Amos 8:9, Matthew 27:45). Jesus will cry out from the cross "My God, my God why hast thou
forsaken Me?" (Psalm 22:1-31, Matthew 27:46). At 3:00 p.m., Jesus will give a victory cry and proclaim "It is
finished" (John 19:30). We marvel that the prophecy given to Eve in Genesis 3:15 is now fulfilled as Jesus, the Son
of God, has His own heal bruised for us while supporting His weight on the cross. It was also on the same cross of
victory on a hill called Golgotha or Skull (John 19:17) that Jesus has crushed the head (skull) [Genesis 3:15] of the
deceiving serpent Satan. - Jesus will then commend His Spirit to His Father, He will then permit His Spirit to leave
His body (Luke 23:46). It is now near the evening of the third feast day, the "Feast of Unleavened Bread." This
feast according to Leviticus chapter 23, is a Sabbath - Rest feast and in order to properly keep this feast the
followers need to be at home before sundown and are unable to engage in any work. The legs of the two thieves on
the other two crosses are broken to hasten their deaths and to proceed with their burials before sundown. Jesus'
lifeless body is taken down from the cross and placed into a new nearby tomb, which is really a cavern carved out
of solid rock and has been provided by Joseph of Armethia. Jesus will be laid in the new tomb. His body, including
His face, will be wrapped with fresh linen cloth and soaked with 75 Ibs. of anointing oils (John 19:39). Those taking
part in the burial of Jesus will quickly depart to get home before the Sabbath curfew of sundown. That evening we
will return with the disciples back to the upper room where the Lord's Passover feast was held the night before. The
door will be shut and locked as everyone will cower in the dark and in silence for fear that Romans will knock
down the door to seize more of the disciples and drag them off to be horribly crucified. It is the first night without
the presence of Jesus. It is a dark and bitter night. We sit down to consider the events. The third feast - we wonder
what are the odds that everything of major importance would happen on a Feast Day? We know the odds are the
same as those that brought life into existence and the same as those that could write the pages of the Bible before the
events actually happened. We know that no odds could do this because there are no odds. There is no chance
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involved. It is the predetermined plan of God. Not chance, but a plan! It is a plan being carried out carefully and
deliberately before the eyes of mankind. We ponder the feasts, first was "Sabbath™ the required rest and Jesus
presenting Himself as our King. Next was the "Lord's Passover", the Covenant feast of escaping death and entering
into life with Jesus in heaven in the presence of the Father. Now it is the "Feast of Unleavened Bread" the third
feast of the eight feasts prescribed by God to Moses in Leviticus chapter 23. That's it! Jesus often referred to leaven
as "sin." "Beware of the leaven of the Scribes and Pharisees” Jesus would say and this Feast is to remove the leaven,
that is to remove the sin that infects mankind. Jesus' shed blood and His death on the cross are a complete removal
of our sin. It is complete because death is the end result of sin therefore in Jesus' death all of our sins died. The
death of sin occurs on the cross. Later in the Resurrection of Jesus, we will receive of His eternal Resurrection Life.
Sin has to be removed. We cannot have fellowship with the Holy God in the New Covenant until the Sin is
removed. Jesus on this day became the penalty for the sins of the world reconciling those who choose to be
reconciled with God in the New Covenant. -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal
Reflection #7 The Cross - a place of no compromise: Jesus reached out to us - all the way and without compromise.
He didn't compromise as He took on the appearance of a human and entered into our physical realm so that He
could interact with us on our level. He entered into our physical level because we are separated from the Holy God
on His Spiritual level. We are separated from Him by our sins and it is impossible for God to bring us and the sin
that accompanies us into His direct presence, so God in Jesus, came to us in our existence. In reaching out to us
Jesus didn't compromise. He reached out with both arms open and fully extended all the way, even to the cross.
Mankind in return didn't compromise as mankind rejected God. Mankind then reaching back with a hammer, nailed
both of His open and extended arms onto a wooden cross. Today it is still our opportunity and our turn to reach out
and touch Jesus even though we do not see Him as He is in the Spirit realm like we see one another in the physical
realm. We can still come to that place of no compromise and touch Jesus in that no compromising place called faith.
"Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him."

[Friday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Sealed Tomb Friday - Roman Guards seal
the Tomb - additional Spices and Ointments are purchased and
prepared to further anoint the body of Jesus

This day coincides with Friday April 6, 2012 - We awake Friday morning our first day without the presence of
Jesus. Today, the day after the Feast of Unleavened Bread and before the weekly Saturday Sabbath that begins at
Sundown Friday, Jewish time, today is another regular day that happens to be sandwiched between the two Sabbath
day Feast days in this year's original "Jesus Passover" celebration. Therefore with today not being a Sabbath day the
usual work including buying and selling can take place. Several people go to purchase spices and ointments (Mark
16:1, Luke 23:56) and mix them together to prepare them in order to further anoint the body of Jesus. "Mark 16:1-2
And when the Sabbath (feast of unleavened bread) [Thursday] was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome, [Friday] had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in the
morning the first day [Sunday] of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.” Early in the day
we also find out that the Jewish leaders have just conferred with the Roman leaders (Matthew 27:62-66) to have
guards placed at the tomb of Jesus. This is to prevent the disciples from stealing the body of Jesus and then claiming
that He rose from the dead, something I'm sure that no disciple intended to do, after all what good is a dead leader?
The tomb is now sealed with a Roman "seal" signifying that the body of Jesus is inside and that all is secure in the
tomb. The guards stand in front of the sealed tomb and wait for Sunday. The intent is that on Sunday the tomb will
be unlocked/unsealed and the body of Jesus will be shown to the Jewish leaders and all will be back to normal in
Jerusalem because Jesus said that He would live the third day, not the second day or the fourth day. Jesus remaining
dead in the tomb on Sunday would reveal that He was not a prophet able to prophesy that He would be alive the
third day and also that He is not God able to overcome human death. There is no chance to enter the sealed tomb
until the three days are up and the seal is removed by the Romans who placed it on the tomb. None of the soldiers
on duty have the authority to remove the seal and open the tomb, only the Roman government has the authority to
open the tomb and according to the contract with the Jews, it will be after the third day. The frightened disciples are
in no condition to reveal themselves as followers of Jesus. So back to the familiar upper room everyone journeys. In
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the lonely darkness that comes on with despair the disciples lament that they are not prophets. One proclaims that he
is just a herder of flocks from his youth (Zechariah 13:4-6). Likewise we sit in the dark and also wonder if we have
the spiritual stamina that it takes to make it through this "dark night of the soul.” We begin to think about Jesus and
His ministry here on earth. We think about the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23) and how hard and
compacted the soil of our heart is. Emotionally we are against obstacles and unable to push our spiritual roots down
any further into fresh new soil. We wonder what has become of Jesus the master Gardener, we need Him. We need
the Gardener to pull the weeds of doubt, to help us through life's thorns, to break up the shallow rocky soil and to
direct His seed into the good soil of our heart so it can bring forth much fruit. Oh, it's no use a garden needs a
gardener to keep it pleasant. The garden can't maintain itself from the hard soil, shallow rocks and choking weeds.
Without a Gardener, the good plants will come to nothing as they are choked out and perish among the weeds and
hard soil. We need God's direction and His plan in order for us to fulfill our life's purpose. -- {Basic Christian
Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #8 Man puts his seal of approval on God's death:
"Matthew 27:66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure [inventory of the tomb contents], sealing the stone, and
setting a watch.” With the death of Jesus comes the Seal of approval from mankind. You can be certain that Jesus
died on the cross and you can be just as certain that the dead body of Jesus was in the tomb on this the next day
when the tomb was closed and the seal was placed on it. Certain because mankind would have it no other way than
that God, would be declared dead, null, and void. Oh they sealed the right tomb of death alright but they sealed the
wrong object. What they should have placed their seal on is on the death of sin, the sin that has separated mankind
from the Holy God for all of these years as God knows and as the Christian knows it is sin that has been declared
dead, null, and void and not God. As we reflect on the death of sin, that the penalty for sin has been removed from
us by Jesus, do we really understand that the worst that can possibly happen to us is death from sin? But that Jesus
died for us so the worst thing that can happen to us has happened to Jesus as He took our penalty for us. Now with
the worst behind us thanks to Jesus, we now have the best and a new opportunity as a new relationship with God is
now before us. "Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."

[Saturday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- 3 Day & 3 Night Prophecy Fulfillment
Saturday - The Third Day of Death is Fulfilled

This day coincides with Saturday April 7, 2012 - Saturday is again the weekly Sabbath day of rest. We rest
physically but emotionally we are anything but at rest as we ponder an uncertain future without a leader, without
our King Jesus. -- Let's recap Thursday - Sunday by looking at some verses in Luke: "Luke 23:52-24:1
[Thursday][Crucifixion day] "This man, Joseph of Arimathaea, went to Pilate and begged the body of Jesus. And he
took it down [from the cross] and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulcher (tomb) that was hewn in stone,
wherein never man before was laid. And that day was the preparation [preparation for the evening Sabbath of
Unleavened Bread], and the Sabbath [Unleavened Bread, evening Sabbath curfew] drew on. And the women also,
which came with Him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld (observed) the sepulcher, and how His body was
laid. And they returned (home) and [Friday] [normal Day] prepared (worked & labored) spices and ointments; and
rested the [Saturday][Sabbath Day] Sabbath day according to the commandment [the 4th of the 10 commandments,
the weekly Saturday Sabbath]. Now upon the first day of the week [Sunday][Resurrection Day], very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them."
-- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming united in Jesus} Personal Reflection #9 Getting through the darkness: It's
dark in there; it's a dark and lonely place in those deep dark tombs. Death is dark, and it's dark when we look death
in the face. Will the light shine? Will there be life? Will life live and conquer the darkness; the loneliness, the
despair, the finality of death? We as humans have to know. We have to know if there is any hope, any permanent
existence, any purpose, any reason to life and our existence or if our brief existence here on earth is only a
byproduct of some random collision of molecules. Only God - Jesus can answer this question for us and it can only
be answered in the Resurrection Life of Jesus as only life can hold the answers to the problems that face mankind.
God has given to us, a long time ago, the answer and His promise in each new day. In the beginning of creation
God created the Physical Light. He created light as a representation for us to see that indeed His true Spirit light of
life shines and it does indeed remove the darkness of death. Every time life gets dark just remember the New Day
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the Sunrise the Resurrection Sunshine from on high as the Sun represents to us the True Son Light, Jesus. God made
it that way! The Sun is our daily and momentary reminder of God, of His Son Jesus, of His light, His warmth, His
promises, His Life, His Love and His Eternal Resurrection Life for us. "Lamentations 3:21-23 This | recall in my
mind, therefore | have hope. It is the Lord's Mercies that we are not consumed, because His Compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: Great is Thy Faithfulness.”

[Sunday] Jesus Walk 2012 -- Jesus' Glorious Resurrection Life Sunday -
Glorious Salvation Resurrection (Easter) Day! - Jesus conquers death
by Love & Eternal Life - The Rebirth of Life and we now have Salvation
and live an Eternal Life in the Resurrection life of Jesus Christ

Sunday {Jesus' Glorious Resurrection Life Sunday} This day coincides with Sunday April 8, 2012 Resurrection
Sunday (Easter) also the "Feast of First Fruits,” the first Sunday of the week after the feasts of the "Lord's Passover
& Unleavened Bread" (Matthew 28:1-15, Mark 16:1-14, John 20:1-23). Sunday, the first day of the week, we arise
early and ponder that today is also a feast day, the fourth feast, the "Feast of First fruits". We wonder why Leviticus
23 this Feast did not have an actual date to be celebrated like the Lord's Passover, the 14th of the month and the
Unleavened Bread, the 15th of the month but the Feast of First Fruits is specifically to be celebrated on the first
Sunday of the week after the Passover. Today is also the day the seal is scheduled to be removed from the tomb of
Jesus. Some of the women go early in the morning at first light to await access to the tomb to continue to anoint the
body of Jesus. While walking to the tomb the women encounter an Angel who asks them why they are seeking the
"Living" among the dead? For Jesus whom you seek is Not Dead but He is Alive! The women continue walking.
They arrive at the tomb and they see the Roman seal is broken, the stone is rolled back and looking into the tomb
they notice that the body of Jesus is missing but His burial wrappings remain there in an undisturbed manner.
Seeing what appears to be the Gardener, the women ask him where he has moved the body of Jesus too? "Mary"
replies the Gardener, WAIT! Mary knows that voice. This Gardener is JESUS, HE'S ALIVE! Mary and the women
grab the feet of Jesus. Jesus tells them that He has not yet gone to the Father (John 20:17) but to go and tell the
Good News "of the resurrection™ to the rest of the disciples. Peter and John, like the rest of the disciples doubt the
good news of the resurrection of Jesus but they run to the tomb to see for themselves. John and Peter enter the
empty tomb together. John had been one of the disciples at the crucifixion and he helped place Jesus into the tomb.
As John saw the anointed strips of cloth used to wrap the body of Jesus, John realized that the cloth was not
unwound but just empty, vacated and collapsed down in a way in which a human body could not have been
physically removed from within the cloth covered with ointment. John seeing this, believed (John 20:8). Back in the
upper room two, disciples are excitedly telling of meeting and journeying with the Risen Jesus on their way to the
town of Emmaus, (Luke 24:33). Meanwhile, in the upper-room the door is shut and locked (John 20:19) and Jesus
suddenly appears in their midst in a supernatural way. The newly Resurrected Jesus presents Himself to the
disciples. The disciples marvel that Jesus is alive again and then King Jesus breathes His Holy breath on them to
give them His resurrection Spirit life. Amazed we realize that this is the same way and the same giver of Life who
had previously breathed life into Adam our first forefather (Genesis 2:7). Jesus said "receive you the Holy Spirit"
(John 20:22). The disciples by faith receive the Holy Spirit offered by Jesus and by receiving the Holy Spirit they
become "Born Again™ new creations. - We realize that it is by Faith that we are saved, this Faith! The faith in the
risen, living, resurrection Jesus. The faith that Jesus has personally sealed us with the Holy Spirit. We realize that
this is the true feast the "Feast of First Fruits" as Jesus breathes into us the "First Fruits" of the Holy Spirit. We
know that this is just the First Fruit, the first fruits of the Holy Spirit with much more to come. This fruit is special
because it is, according to Leviticus 23, the first of the fruit from within the Promise Land (Joshua 5:10-12) that is
from the Promise Land of Heaven and eternal life. We rejoice. Like the children of Israel who were delivered from
Egypt, we have escaped the bondage of this world and the cruelty of Satan and the certain death that goes with it.
We have escaped by the death of the Firstborn Son of God, His Son Jesus Christ, and we are now alive in His
resurrection glory. We like, the Jews of Egypt, have wandered in the desert wilderness of unbelief until our unbelief
has vanished. Through faith in Jesus Christ we have crossed the dangerous Jordan river and entered into the
Promise Land of Heaven having accepted Jesus as our leader, our King, and our Lord by entering into His New
Covenant, the covenant of life. Now alive we realize that the death of sin has "Passed Over" us by our receiving His
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shed blood as the cleansing of our sins through the death of Jesus on the cross. We now rejoice in the Gospel of
Good News that Jesus being Righteous, Holy, Just, and True, the Son of God and God Himself, that He cannot die
as humans die but He is alive in the Spiritual realm, the eternal realm that Jesus existed in with the Father before He
took on a fleshly body in the womb of Mary (John 16:27-28). -- {Basic Christian Devotion: Becoming united in
Jesus} Personal Reflection #10 Resurrection Day "The Re-birth of Life" [after the original life in Garden of Eden]
Jesus demonstrates His Authority of Life over death: Life, our meaning and purpose in it have now been answered
once and for all in this the very Resurrection Life of Jesus. We now know that there is a God, that He has power to
remove sins and to then give life over death, that He Loves us and that we are made alive to be friends with Him
forever in His Eternal Resurrection Kingdom of Heaven. How can we ever comprehend this joyous event, Life in
Jesus, but comprehend it we must as it is the only way to eternal Life. "Romans 1:4 And declared to be the Son of
God with power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the Resurrection from the dead." Light shines! And with it
Life! Jesus is the True Light! Jesus is the Life! God is not dead, God is Alive! Now we too are alive when Jesus
breaths His Resurrection Spirit Life into us. Alive and united with the Holy God inside of us, that is Eternal Life!
"John 1:3 All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life;
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehend it not.” "2
Corinthians 4:6 For God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus."”

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Bible verse: Psalms 118:19-29 ... Open to me the
gates of righteousness [the resurrection of Jesus Christ]: | will go into
them, and | will praise the LORD: This gate of the LORD, into which the
righteous shall enter. | will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art
become my Salvation. ... God is the LORD, which hath shewed us
[resurrection - sunrise] light ... O give thanks unto the LORD; for He is
good: for His mercy endureth for ever. {The complete Bible is available
at ChristianFaithDownloads.com}

Psalms 118:19-29 Open to me the gates of righteousness: | will go into them, and I will praise the LORD: This gate
of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter. I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my
Salvation. The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. This is the LORD'S doing; it
is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, |
beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity [lit. wellbeing]. Blessed be He (Jesus) that
cometh in the Name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the House of the LORD. God is the LORD, which
hath shewed us [resurrection - sunrise] light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. Thou art
my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee. O give thanks unto the LORD; for He is good:
for His mercy endureth for ever. -- Holy Bible

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Jesus Christ has risen from the grave - Truly He has
risen - He has risen indeed!

Jesus Christ has risen from the grave - Truly He has risen - He has risen indeed! -- Thank you for taking part in the
2012 Jesus Walk Holy Week Timeline Devotion! Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, | pray that
God will richly bless you, keep you and that His everlasting Divine face will continue to shine upon you. The Lord
Jesus Christ be with you in all things as we look to the soon return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. ~ God bless
you, David Anson Brown
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Holiness Legacy E-Newsletter March 2012: Welcome to this March
iIssue of the Holiness Legacy eNewsletter - | hope you are enjoying this
monthly publication - If you are finding it to be a blessing [to] you
please find the "Forward email" link at the bottom and send it to your
friends and contacts - We [seek] God's blessing [in] this effort and
want to share our Holiness Legacy with as many people as possible
(Note: Website link only - currently there is not yet a direct online
newsletter link)

Today there is much confusion about preaching holiness. In many churches where | preach holiness, people will
come and say, "Wow, that was a great sermon. We have not had a holiness sermon preached here for a long time."
Then when | talk to the pastor, he or she will say, "I preach holiness every Sunday.” One pastor said, "I can't believe
it, | preach holiness every Sunday, they just don't recognize it." -- Well, what could be the problem? Could it be
that there has been such a reaction against the legalistic [i.e. 7th Kingdom (wordly, self focus) of this world]
approach of preaching holiness that we have moved into another one-sided fad? | remember a sermon against
cowboy boots because wearing them would make the person proud. There was a time when two trips to the altar
was the norm with little focus on a relationship with Christ or a life to be disciplined. There was more of a focus on
legalistic rules to follow, most of them in the negative. -- Today we hear life sermons. They emphasize how to live
first, but there is not much emphasis on the divine work of grace to empower and enable one to live a holy life.
Could it be that the time is right for us to bring the two approaches together? We need the message of living a holy
life, but we need to receive the divine experience and be filled with the Holy Spirit who gives us the grace to live
out God's plan for holy living. -- We can't live a holy life alone in our own power. Yes, we can discipline ourselves,
but it is always with an inner struggle. God put in place a plan for us to to be set free from the bent toward sin. We
need the kind of doctrinal preaching that will lead people to receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit so they can have
a holy relationship with a holy God. Let's use the Biblical terms like Sanctification [8th Kingdom - The Eternal
Kingdom of Jeus Christ] so people will understand them when they read about them in the Word. There has never
been a greater need for the church to preach the wonderful message of [8th Kingdom] holiness. Let's proclaim it! ~
Dr. Louie E. Bustle - President, Holiness Legacy - www.holinesslegacy.com -- {Note: The Holiness movement has
a history of men and women being Servant Leaders and in that capacity both men and women have pastored as
servants representing Holiness pulpits to the congregation. But especially in this day and age it is not wise to let
another person male or female have authority over you and sincerely a diverse and capable group of elders, leaders
and mentors can and should have an equally or even a more significant impact on Christian and spiritual matters
both for the group and for individuals.}

REVIVAL TRUTHS by Charles G. Finney -- WHAT EVANGELICAL FAITH
IS: Since the Bible uniformly represents saving or evangelical faith as
a virtue, we know that it must be a phenomenon of the will - It is an
efficient state of mind, and therefore it must consist in the embracing
of the truth by the heart or will - It is the will's closing in with the
truths of the Gospel - It is the soul's act of yielding itself up, or
committing itself to the truths of the evangelical system - It is a
trusting in Christ, a committing the soul and the whole being to Him, in
His various offices and relations to men - It is a confiding in Him, and in
what is revealed of Him, in His Word and providence and by His Spirit --
{Note: Charles G. Finney taught and adhered to a system of the Biblical
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Law being delivered to the unsaved unto a personal repentance then
followed by the preaching of the Gospel unto a personal Salvation
followed by a personal lifelong Guidance in Christian instruction - A
guidance [often starting with a person attending an altar call] that is
intended to lead to personal growth [sanctification] in the Christian life
- But the weakness of guidance can be that at times when guidance is
applied incorrectly it results in both a return of the Biblical Laws now
‘for the believer' as well as a new instituting of the ordinances and
customs of man as the guidance of man becomes a type of law in itself
therefore putting the Christian believer under a double strain, the
strain of the Law and the strain of the Customs of man - Remember to
keep a relationship with God, as just that, a personal relationship with
God in Jesus Christ! - A relationship that God Himself has initiated and
instituted and a relationship that will be completed but only with us
involved!}

WHAT IS IMPLIED IN EVANGELICAL FAITH:

1. It implies an intellectual perception of the things, facts, and truths believed. No one can believe that which he
does not understand.

2. Evangelical faith implies the appropriation of the truths of the Gospel to ourselves. It implies an acceptance of
Christ as our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. The soul that truly believes in Christ, believes
that He tasted death for every man, and of course for it. It apprehends Christ as the Saviour of the world, as offered
to all, and embraces and receives Him for itself. It appropriates His atonement, and His resurrection and His
intercession, and His promises to itself. Christ is thus presented in the Gospel not only as the Saviour of the world,
but also to the individual acceptance of men. He saves the world no further than He saves individuals. Evangelical
faith implies a personal acceptance and appropriation of Christ to meet the necessities of the individual soul.

3. Faith is a state of committal to Christ, and of course it implies that the soul will be unreseveredly yielded up to
Him, in all His relations to it, so far and so fast as these are apprehended by the intellect.

4. Evangelical faith implies an evangelical life. This would not be true if faith were merely an intellectual state or
exercise. But since, as we have seen, faith is of the heart, since it consists in the committal of the will to Christ, it
follows, by a law of necessity, that the life will correspond with faith. Let this be kept in perpetual remembrance.
5. Evangelical faith implies repentance towards God, that is, a turning from sin to God.

6. Evangelical faith implies a renunciation of self-righteousness. It is impossible for one to embrace Christ as the
Saviour of the soul, any further than he renounces all hope or expectation of being saved by his own works, or
righteousness.

7. Of course it implies peace of mind. In Christ the soul finds its full and present salvation. It has found its resting-
place in Christ, and rests in profound peace under the shadow of the Almighty.

8. It implies hope, as soon as the believing soul considers what is conveyed by the Gospel, that is, a hope of eternal
life in and through Christ.

9. It implies joy in God and in Christ. St. Peter speaks of joy as the unfailing accompaniment of faith, as resulting
from it.

10. Present evangelical faith implies a state of present sinlessness [covered by the blood of Jesus (1 John 1:7)].
Observe: faith is the yielding and committal of the whole will, and of the whole being to Christ. This, and nothing
short of this, is evangelical faith. But this comprehends and implies the whole of present, true obedience to Christ.
This is the reason why faith is spoken of as the condition, and as it were, the only condition, of salvation. It really
implies all virtue.

When contemplated as an attribute of love, it is only a branch of sanctification. When contemplated in the wider
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sense of universal conformity of will to the will of God, it is then synonymous with entire present sanctification.
Contemplated in either light, its existence in the heart must be inconsistent with present sin there. Faith is an attitude
of the will, and is wholly incompatible with present rebellion of will against Christ. This must be true, or what is
faith? -- REVIVAL TRUTHS by Charles G. Finney

The Holiness Movement by Gary Gilley -- The Holiness Movement
actually traces its roots to John Wesley (June 28, 1703 - March 2,
1791) in the eighteenth-century, who taught sort of a two-tiered
salvation - The first tier [John 20:22, Luke 24:45 - initial individual
salvation by faith - Feast of Firstfruits] was conversion or justification,
in which one is forgiven and freed from past sins - The second tier was
"entire sanctification” [Acts 2:4 - individual experiential Holy Spirit
empowerment - Feast of Pentecost] which liberated one from their
fallen nature, or at least the tendency toward sin - It is found as we
pursue righteousness (2 Timothy 2:22) - The [Righteousness
Movement] Holiness Movement was in many ways a reaction to the
dead orthodoxy and lifeless spirituality that infiltrated so much of
Christianity during the nineteenth-century

Revivalists, in the early 1800s, such as Asa Mahan (president of Oberlin College) and evangelist Charles Finney
advanced Wesley's theology. They taught “that sinners had the natural ability to believe, and that evangelistic
methods could overcome their ‘'moral’ inability through the persuasive power of the Gospel.” "Finney and Mahan
applied this same understanding to the Christian's growth toward spiritual maturity. To be sanctified, they insisted,
required only the same kind of simple, instantaneous faith one exercised to be converted.” In 1836 both men
experienced what they called "baptisms of the Holy Ghost™ which they believed not only freed them from
committing sin but also removed their tendency toward sin. Contributing to the spread of this "Holiness™ doctrine
were the popular camp meeting revivals of the first half of the 1800s, the ministry of Phoebe Palmer (1807-1874)
(who taught that sanctification could be reached instantaneously by an act of faith) and the "Prayer Revival" of
1857-1858 (sometimes called the Third Great Awakening). There was also much unrest in Methodist circles as
many felt the denomination had lost its fervor. The Wesleyan Methodist (in 1843) and the Free Methodist (in 1860)
left the denomination to form the first Holiness denominations. Until the 1890s the Holiness Movement was largely
a Methodist phenomenon, but as the Methodists settled more into mainstream Christianity tensions escalated into a
schism which resulted in new, non-Methodist, Holiness denominations. These included the Church of God,
Anderson, Indiana (1880), Church of the Nazarene (1908) and Pilgrim Holiness Church (1897). The Holiness
adherents saw themselves as the true descendents of the Wesleys and practiced strict moral ethics, abstinence from
worldly pleasures and amusements and a strong belief in entire sanctification (also known as the "second blessing"
and the baptism of the Holy Spirit). More importantly "Holiness teaching offered 19th-century evangelicals a means
of overcoming their sectarian conflicts. Doctrine might divide, but the experience of a pure heart would unite all true
believers against the threats posed by religious formalism, atheism, and Roman Catholicism." This Holiness
emphasis would continue to be spread throughout the 19th century by individuals and groups as diverse as the
Salvation Army, Quakers, D. L. Moody, Hannah Whitall Smith, the Y.M.C.A., the Keswick Movement and Oswald
Chambers. A brief explanation concerning some of those might prove helpful. ... Maturity in Christ is expected of
every believer; freedom from spiritual battle with the world, the flesh and the devil is attained only in the next life.
At the same time, we must be careful that we do not over react to Holiness philosophy and believe that godliness is
attained through our own self-determined efforts of obedience. We are certainly called to obedience, but it is not a
self-energized, self-motivated or self-obtaining obedience. It is an obedience made possible only because of the
power of God in our lives. This is the consistent teaching of the New Testament, but we will direct our attention to
Romans 8:12-13. So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-for if you
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are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. Peterson, once again, summarizes things well, "Holiness of life is not simply attained by moral effort
nor even by striving to keep the law of God. It is not even a matter of 'letting go and letting God."' Practical holiness
involves 'putting to death' in our lives what God has already sentenced to death on the cross (‘mortification’) and
living out the new life given to us by the indwelling Christ. Human effort is required, but not apart from, nor
distinct from the activity of God's Spirit, who subdues the flesh as we mortify it in His power, and as we set our
minds upon the things of the Spirit." -- Holiness of life should be the heart-felt desire of every Christian. But that
holiness is not found in either short-cuts or self effort. **It is found as we pursue righteousness (2 Timothy 2:22)
laying aside the deeds of the flesh (Colossians 3:5-10) through the power of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16) and as
we behold the glory of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18). The Holiness Movement was in many ways a reaction to the
dead orthodoxy and lifeless spirituality that infiltrated so much of Christianity during the nineteenth-century.
However, its [explicit] remedy, a second blessing [based more on human ability] resulting in the eradication of
sinful tendencies and a higher life not available to the unbaptized, went beyond the teaching of Scripture. As is
often the case in reactionary movements, the cure [i.e. a cultural salvation, human based rules salvation] may be as
bad as the [original sin] disease.

Let God Lead Us: A Return to Holiness -- The Biblical Basis for the
Doctrine of Holiness by Dr. Kenneth Geiger

Introduction: This study is based upon the premise, and the writer holds the view, that both the Old and New
Testaments constitute the divinely inspired Word of God, inerrant in the originals, and the final authority for life
and truth. This is the official position of the National Holiness Association and, quite uniformly, the view of
Wesleyan-Arminians everywhere. Therefore, the Bible provides an authoritarian basis for the doctrine of holiness.
Careful exegesis under the leadership of the Holy Spirit will not only communicate with the prophetic voice of "thus
saith the Lord," so much needed in our day, but will contribute a dynamic force to the message of full salvation and
deliverance from both the penalty and power of sin. ... From the very beginning God progressively revealed His
holiness to man, as man was capable of understanding that holiness. The grandeur of the creation has given to men
of all ages, notwithstanding the effects of the curse because of sin, a sense of awe (cf. Ps. 69). This is a step in
developing the concept of the holiness of the Creator, and it accounts for the rise of the multiplied religious
superstitions all over the world as man has sought peace with a force greater in power aud purity than himself. --
Before we examine a number of Scriptures which set forth the holiness of God, **let us be reminded that holiness is
not essentially power as expressed in the creation and other works of God; it is essentially a moral purity. Wiley
states, "Holiness as it relates to the Father, expresses the perfection of moral excellence which in Him exists
unoriginated and underived.” It is not only a principle of divine action, but it is incumbent upon His creatures. It is
important that we take careful note of the Bible teaching which relates the holiness of God to man. Again Wiley
says, "It is evident that holiness is not only the inward character of God as perfect goodness but consistency with
this character as a standard for His own activity; and further, it is a requirement for His morally responsible
creatures.” ... The Epistle to the Ephesians has become a favorite as a basis for preaching holiness. ... This New
Testament book also deals with the growth aspect of the holy life in chapter 4. After presenting the church universal,
the Apostle [Paul] identifies the various functions of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers for the
"perfecting [completing - achieving] of the saints.” This process is to continue until "we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect [complete] man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Jesus Christ.” While absolute perfection cannot be realized in this life, **we can achieve Christian
maturity: "That henceforth we be no more children” (4:14). This process will culminate in the glorification of the
church, as described in chapter 5, verses 25-27: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it by the washing of water by the Word, that He might
present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish." The present tense in the book of Ephesians is impressive and significant. They were at the time of
Paul's writing, saints (1:1). Now, we as they, are in Christ (2:13), and none are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow-citizens with the saints (2:19). **Now we have access to God (2:18). Now the power of God works in
us. "Now unto Him that is able to do exceedingly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
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worketh in us" (3:20). It was a happy day in my life, after a period of confusion resulting from oft repeated cliches,
and so much theoretical preaching which was not Bible based, that the Bible itself began to speak to me and its total
message was fully redemptive. ***The atoning work of Jesus Christ was adequate for my deepest need, for both
time and eternity. This truth is so vast and so profound that we will always be reaching out to comprehend and
appropriate it. This study has touched only the surface. Nothing has been said about the typology of holiness. Such
works as A. B. Simpson's two volumes, The Holy Spirit, are especially valuable to such a study. I am convinced
that the Bible is relevant, and that there is a Biblical basis for the doctrine of holiness.

(F4F) Fighting for the Faith: - iBaptism? (F4F032312.mp3)

Islamic Friendly Bibles - Jimmy Carter's Unskillful Use of Scripture - Basic Rules for Rightly Understanding the
Bible - iBaptism? - Doug Pagitt Interviews John Shelby Spong - Two Great Sermons by Pastor Jeremy Rhode.

Why choose the KJV Bible? Kent Hovind Explains.... (YouTube)

Uploaded by TheLORDismySheperdl on Jan 6, 2009: It is often said that all Bible versions are basically the same,
that their differences are just minor wording changes. Read the following comparison between the King James
Version and the best-selling modern Bible translation, the New International Version, and then decide for yourself
whether or not this is true. *If you ask me, it looks like Satan himself removed the words; considering just WHICH
words were removed.... (Read closely - wish | had BOLD! Oh and remember, this is JUST the NIV. There's about
20 other versions of the bible JUST as corrupt!) --- Why did Jesus come to earth? Luke 9:56 KJV For the Son of
man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they went to another village. Luke 9:56 NIV and they
went to another village. Matt. 18:11 KJV For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. Matt. 18:11 NIV
(missing) --- Is repentance important? Matt. 9:13 KJV ...I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance. Matt. 9:13 NIV ...l have not come to call the righteous, but sinners. --- For whom did Jesus die? | Cor.
5:7 KJV ...Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: I Cor. 5:7 NIV ...Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. -
-- In Whom must you believe to be saved? John 6:47 KJV Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me
hath everlasting life. John 6:47 NIV I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. --- Was Joseph really
the father of Jesus? Luke 2:33 KJV And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of
him. Luke 2:33 NIV The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. --- Did Jesus give His
disciples power to heal? Mark 3:15 KJV ...power to heal sickness, and to cast out devils. Mark 3:15 NIV ...authority
to drive out demons. --- If it's hard to do, should we just remove it? Mark 11:26 KJV But if ye do not forgive,
neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. Mark 11:26 NIV (missing) --- Who is in
charge? | Cor. 10:28 KJV But if anyone says to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice,”" then do not eat it, both for
the sake of the man who told you and for conscience' sake: for the earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof: | Cor.
10:28 NIV But if anyone says to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, both for the sake of the
man who told you and for conscience' sake --- How must we deal with our enemies? Matt. 5:44 KJV ...Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you. Matt. 5:44 NIV ...Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. --- Where did Jesus
go? John 16:16 KJV A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again a little while, and ye shall see me, because |
go to the Father. John 16:16 NIV In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see
me. --- All this has been checked out by me as FACTUAL. But don't take my (or Kent Hovind seen here) google it
all yourself, BY ALL MEANS! Here's some great links to get you started!
http://www.chick.com/reading/books/158/158 08.asp --
http://www.chick.com/information/bibleversions/articles/kingjamesbible.asp

KJV vs modern translations a preview (YouTube)

http://www.basicchristian.org/BasicChristian_2012_a.rss[4/12/2012 8:36:23 AM]



http://www.fightingforthefaith.com/2012/03/ibaptism.html
http://youtu.be/xyfwg4PSdKA
http://youtu.be/_LvhQty02fk

Basic Christian 2012a

The Bible has been translated many times and words in it has been purposefuly mistranslated to fit satans delusion
over mankind about what the bible really stands for.changing words in the bible has made many difference's with
the church and people’s interpretation so this video is made to show people that the best version to read is the
original kjv as all the other bibles has been contaminated with misinformation from the devil to deceive mankind.
for weekly prophecies and earth changes updates please visit http://www.truthtellers.org/index.htmi

KJV 1611 or 1769 (YouTube)

Uploaded by husky394xp on Feb 17, 2011: In this video | look at the changes to the KJV Bible that occurred
between 1611 and 1769. | will show that these changes are based on font, spelling, and printer error. | discuss the
difficult manual printing techniques that would have been used to publish the KJV in 1611, and why it would be
almost impossible to avoid errors in the earliest printings. There were many thousands of changes related to
SPELLING and FONT. But the actual word changes amounted to only 400 for the total Bible. That comes out to
roughly 1 printing error for every 3 chapters. By 1638, 72% of these errors were fixed. All of the corrections were
finished by 1769, and the King James Bible went on to become the greatest book ever in the history of the world!
Here are some links to the articles and videos mentioned by me. -- Great article on the "Myth of Early Revisions™:
http://www.biblebelievers.com/Reagan_myth-early.html --- Old Press Demonstration:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-BEI_4D7tQ --- Guttenberg Press Demonstration:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOAVAV9gAmMY --- Modern printer showing type-setting:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByNucPCXxjQ --- 1611 Photographic Reproduction:
http://lifelineprinting.com/bibles.htm

The History of the English Bible by Evangelist Shutt (YouTube)

Comments: Great message. So many good points made! Thank you for uploading this video! Praise God for the
King James Bible! husky394xp 11 months ago.

BigDealKJV.com: What's the Big Deal about the KJV (episode #1) -
New Support Website (Video)

When does the next episode come out? We will be filming May 21-25, 2012. The next episodes will be available in
early June 2012. Our goal is to film 2-3 episodes at a time, producing a total of around 10 episodes. If you would
like to assist us in this endeavor, please donate today.

Final 2012 Version!! Basic Christian: Jesus Walk - Holy Week 2012 -
The 12th Annual 10 Day Jesus Walk Easter Timeline Devotion - Starting
Friday March 30th, 2012 and going until ---> Easter Sunday April 8th,
2012 (PDF)

We are going to begin to look at some of the aspects of Holy Week regarding what actually happened during the
final Amazing events of Jesus Christ while He was physically here on earth. We will be considering what His events
accomplished and how His completed events affect us today both personally and individually as Christians and as a
whole in the Christian Church. - God bless you ~ David Anson Brown
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Jesus Walk 2012 -- Garden Tomb in Jerusalem (Photo - Easter: Desktop
Wallpaper)

Garden Tomb: A Color photo of a New Testament style tomb like the one Jesus was buried in. Arguments abound
over whether or not this is the tomb of Jesus. Although this is not the traditional site, it is very similar to the tomb
described in the Bible and is an excellent image for illustration. tomb, Jesus, burial, garden tomb, resurrection,
Jerusalem.

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Shepherds Heart Bible Study: What does Easter
Really Mean? Discover what Easter really means to Christians - Don't
let the secular world "steal" this holiest of holidays from you! Grow
closer to Your Lord by Giving Easter it's proper place!

In today's secular world, Easter earns millions of dollars for marketing companies - some of which are Christian
companies. (Think Lifeway!) Pastel colored eggs, candies, and baskets scream "Buy Me!" from the supermarket
shelves. The all-important "Easter Bunny" springs forthe seducing kids and parents into a market-driven frenzy of
eggs, chocolate, and giving gifts. What's missing? The real meaning of the Christian Easter Holiday! Where's Jesus
in all of this? -- Before | became a Christian, Easter was just another holiday. | knew it was about Jesus, but I didn't
really care. | often skipped church on Easter, preferring to stay home. After all, if I didn't love God during the rest of
the year, why "fake it" by showing up in a suit one day out of the year - hoping the pastor would count me as one
of the redeemed? Bute. AFTER | became a Christian, Easter took on a whole new meaning. Why shouldn't it? |
mean, | LOVE Jesus. He lives within me. Easter became a special day of celebrating Jesus' victory over hell, death,
and the grave. -- If I love Jesus and worship Him, then Easter becomes such a special day! Yet why do I see such
apathy in other Christians when it come to celebrating the resurrection of our Lord? -- Why? | think it has to do
with our culture, and how over-marketed we are. Everywhere we turn we're bombarded with messages to buy
something. Every holiday has it's own theme, and Easter is no exception. Pastel colors bombard the eyes.
Decorations are sold in most major department stores. I've even seen people put up "Easter trees™ ... Just like a
Christmas tree, but with eggs for ornaments. Why do Christians even fall for this? I mean, shouldn't we be "in the
world, and not OF the world?" This is an important question, and | think the reason why most Christians give short
shrift to Easter is because they don't want to face up to 3 basic truths of Christianity. -- As a pastor, | have heard the
critiqgue of my ministry that I spend too much time in the New Testament, and not enough time in the old. Fair
enough. I do spend time in the New Testament. Part of that has to do with the fact that when | took a good hard
look at Berean Baptist Church where I'm the shepherd, I came to the conclusion that as a church, we needed a fresh
vision of who Jesus was. But just as a jeweler sets a diamond against a black velvet cloth to show it's luster, Christ
makes the most sense to us when we see him in the grand perspective of our need of a savior. What are these 3
spiritual truths that we must embrace as Christians? ...

Jesus Walk 2011 -- Betrayal Tuesday: Robert Schuller's Glass House of
God - But last October [2010], the reverend's church and TV show filed
for federal bankruptcy protection after he spent nearly $50 million
more than he had in dozens of bank accounts - Church officials have
attempted to blame the crisis on Schuller's unswerving, daily
commitment to aiding the poor - For example, during a four-month
period when the ministry took in donations totaling more than $14
million, Schuller gave an average of just $22 a day to feed the poor,

http://www.basicchristian.org/BasicChristian_2012_a.rss[4/12/2012 8:36:23 AM]



http://www.ebibleteacher.com/imagehtml/ntplaces.html
http://www.ebibleteacher.com/imagehtml/ntplaces.html
http://shepherds-heart-bible-study.com/2012/03/what-does-easter-really-mean/
http://shepherds-heart-bible-study.com/2012/03/what-does-easter-really-mean/
http://shepherds-heart-bible-study.com/2012/03/what-does-easter-really-mean/
http://shepherds-heart-bible-study.com/2012/03/what-does-easter-really-mean/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/
http://www.ocweekly.com/2011-04-14/news/moxley-confidential-crystal-cathedral-robert-schuller/

Basic Christian 2012a

according to church records {Today Religious leaders continue to
betray Jesus Christ just as in the days of Judas. Like Judas the
betrayal is usually a threefold betrayal consisting of a betrayal of trust,
finances and doctrine. Today it is imperative that we as Christians
understand the doctrines [and the seriousness of them] that are being
espoused from not just the pulpits but also the Sunday Schools and
small groups as well. Financial openness and accountability is a must
for every Church or fellowship and anything less than 100% financial
accountability is a fraudulent act by any ordinary standard of business
accounting practices. Thirdly, deceptive doctrines and fraudulent
financial conduct can often most easily be discovered by realizing the
betrayal of trust that is often already taking place when Church
leadership is committed to and associated with unChristian
associations and compromised individuals.}

By R. SCOTT MOXLEY Thursday, Apr 14 2011: Legendary Garden Grove televangelist Robert H. Schuller once
noted, "High achievers spot rich opportunities swiftly." The creator of Crystal Cathedral, a best-selling author and
star of Hour of Power broadcasts, Schuller has long served as Exhibit A of that credo. In the 1950s, he saw an
opportunity to build a profitable church, grabbed it and-thanks largely to donations from poor and lower-middle-
class folks trying to win the blessings of God-created an $89-million religious empire with hints of opulence. ...
Records also show that the reverend wasn't a cheapskate in one charity case. Indeed, the recipients of his generosity
weren't poor at all. They were a wealthy Newport Beach couple, Kenneth and Glenia Reafsnyder. Ken's first wife
was a member of Buena Park's Knott family, founders of Knott's Berry Farm. He also palled around with actor John
Wayne. In 1995, Schuller agreed to divert $4,000 a month in church donations to the Reafsnyders for the rest of
their lives in exchange for a quarter ownership in the couple's home. Ken has since died, but the deal calls on
Crystal Cathedral Ministries to continue to pay Glenia. In 2008, the ministry increased the payments to $4,500 a
month while reducing its ownership percentage. This means that the church's current 8.5 percent portion of the
house has cost more than $1,250,000-$55,000 more than the value of the entire house. Speaking of houses, over the
years the Schuller family has purchased oceanfront property in Orange County, a Big Bear vacation house, a San
Diego County time-share, a Colorado mansion and a Honolulu condo. Just before filing for bankruptcy, Schuller
sold a San Juan Capistrano property that had been bequeathed to the church decades ago and pocketed $22.5
million. The reverend's son, Robert Anthony Schuller, has lived in a $2.2-million oceanfront Laguna Beach dream
house worthy of an Architectural Digest feature. Fred Southard, a longtime Schuller aide, lives behind palatial,
guarded gates in a 13-room, 13,600-square-foot Newport Coast estate that could fetch $3 million on the open
market. ... In court filings, they've remained optimistic that, despite a 50-percent drop in church membership to
5,000 attendees, the ministry can eventually pay off all of the debt. To accomplish that feat, however, the Schuller
clan is going to have to stir up the congregation and then, despite all the unsettling revelations, ask them to dig
deeper into their wallets.

Jesus Walk 2011 -- Betrayal Tuesday: Why is a Saddleback pastor
teaching on the Kingdom Circles - In "The Mission" workshop, which
was part of an International Ecumenical Fellowship, Saddleback
Pastor Abraham Meulenberg and his wife Marieke spoke to a small
group of attendees - The question is, does Meulenberg teach this? Or
were those Kingdom Circles diagrams left over from a previous
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speaker, and Meulenberg taught on a different subject? (Video)

If you'll notice the diagram behind him, the Kingdom Circles are part of the session. Basically, it's a simple but
highly questionable [completely wrong] evangelical tool that people are being taught to draw (sometimes called the
"napkin drawing") to demonstrate how those of other faiths can enter the Kingdom of God without converting to
Christianity. If you've not heard of this, you need to. The video from the Common Path Alliance as well as this
article from the Jesus in the Qur'an organization explains it: -- {Note: In the misleading demonstration three circles
are drawn first a lager Kingdom of God (KoG) circle and then two small identical circles supposedly representing
Christians and Muslims outside the larger KoG circle, yes in the completely misleading diagram Christians are
placed outside of the Kingdom with all the other unsaved Gentiles. Apparently the already saved Christians are still
attempting to enter the Kingdom of God and in the demonstration Jesus is not mentioned so their kingdom is not the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Interestingly though not explicitly explained it seems that entrance into their KoG is not
directly through the cross of Jesus Christ but apparently through special knowledge (Gnosticism), enlightenment
(Occult), and works (i.e. Service and Tithes) it sound very familiar, is sounds like the New Age gospel.} --
Colossians 1:12-23 "Giving thanks unto the Father [God], which hath made us [Christians] meet [assembled] to be
partakers of the inheritance **of the Saints in Light: Who [God] hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us **into the Kingdom [of God] of His dear Son [Jesus]: **In whom we have redemption through
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins: [Jesus] Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn [inheritor] of
every creature: For by Him [Jesus] were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and
for Him: And He is [Eternal] before all things, and by Him all things consist. And He is the head [Authority] of the
body, the Church: who is the beginning, the firstborn [Resurrection] from the dead; that in all things He might have
the preeminence. For it pleased the Father [God] that in Him [Jesus] should all fulness [Godhead] dwell; And,
having made peace through the blood of His cross, **by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, | say,
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you [Gentiles], that were sometime alienated and enemies
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled In the body of His flesh through death, **to present you
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the [True] Gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature
which is under heaven; whereof | [Apostle] Paul am made a minister ..."

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: (F4F) P4 Fighting for the Faith:
Rick Warren [sort of] Clarifies His Position Re: 'Chrislam’ Islam (Mp3)

Rick Warren Clarifies His Position Re: Islam -- Pastor Rick Warren said he does not believe Muslims and
Christians worship the same God. "We worship Jesus as God. Muslims don't," he wrote. "Our God is Jesus, not
Allah." Source: www.ocregister.com/articles/muslims-343997-warren-christians.html -- {Note: This is a highly
deceptive remark by Rick Warren in insinuating that there is more than one God and that Christians simply worship
one God that we happen to call Jesus while Muslims simply worship their God that they happen to call Allah. In all
it is a very misleading series of events and statements coming from the very deceptive and misleading Pastor Rick
Warren. A simpler, better and more accurate comment is "God is Jesus, not Allah” while Rick Warren's convoluted
and contrived rebuttal of "Our God is Jesus, not Allah™ is simply disinformation that is designed from the start to be
misleading in a dangerously deceptive way that is extremely harmful to the truth of Christianity.}

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: Dealing with Devils - A Phone
Call To Chuck Smith by RemnantXRadio - This is a must listen you will
get a truly unique look behind the Calvary Chapel curtain (Mp3)

I will be joined by a very special guest Alex Grenier of the website Calvary Chapel Abuse. We will sit down and
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discuss the CC movement and the patterns of abuse that are growing at an alarming matter. We will discuss his
meeting with Chuck Smith and Calvary Chapel lawyer Janet Carter. Just a warning, this will not be for the weak of
stomach or those who freely drink down the Calvary Chapel Kool-Aid! Please plan to join us as we deal with
Devils! -- This just in! We were able to get Chuck Smith on the phone and he was open and honest about his
feelings toward Alex and the problems concerning the "movement”. | was shocked at his willingness to talk. This is
a must listen you will get a truly unique look behind the Calvary Chapel curtain - Check out our web-site @
www.remnantXradio.com

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: December 22, 2008: Focus on the
Family Promotes Mormon Glenn Beck at CitizenLink - However, to
promote a Mormon as a Christian is not helpful to the cause of Jesus
Christ - For Christians to influence society, Christians should be
promoting the central issues of the faith properly without opening the
door to false religions {False religions including LDS Mormonism get
their start from false spirit guides. Mormon founder Joseph Smith
interacted with the false spirit guide he called Maroni and today the
LDS Temple rites are designed to invoke spirit entities particularly
those spirits with knowledge of the dead. For Dobson to embrace the
false anti-Christian teachings of Mormonism to the extent that he is
could indicate that Dobson is listening to false spirit guides and is not
listening to the Bible.}

MADISON, Wisc., Dec. 22 /Christian Newswire/ - Focus on the Family has a story on Glenn Beck, a Mormon, on
their CitizenLink Website. Glenn Beck was a CNN host and will move to Fox News in January. Beck is currently
promoting his book, "The Christmas Sweater."” The CitizenLink story focuses on Beck's faith and why he wrote
"The Christmas Sweater." ... Through the years, Focus on the Family has done great things to help the family and
has brought attention to the many social ills that are attacking the family. However, to promote a Mormon as a
Christian is not helpful to the cause of Jesus Christ. For Christians to influence society, Christians should be
promoting the central issues of the faith properly without opening the door to false religions. Some of the false
doctrines of Mormonism include polytheism, an attack on the trinity, that Jesus was the spirit-brother of Lucifer,
that God the Father is married to Mother God, temple baptisms for the dead, the Bible has missing parts and many
errors. Christians are to stand up against the social ills of society, however, we are to put Christ first and His
essential biblical truths.

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: Part 1 - Introduction: Exposing
the Modern Church

It's true that there is a hidden NWO agenda [now more visible and more widely known to the public] and it's
understandable that secular groups [i.e. UN, Think Tanks, Universities, CIA, Skull & Bones, etc.] would seek to
impose a secular [ultimately Satanic] rule of order among all people and all Nations - But what is completely
unacceptable is that so many in the Church movement [i.e. Chuck Smith, Dave Hunt, Norman Geisler, Jerry Falwell
Jr., Rick Warren, John Piper, John MacArthur, Lee Strobel, R.C. Sproul, Brian Broderson, Ergun and Emir Caner,
etc.] would so actively participate and join in an emergent Antichristian/Antichrist movement [of deliberate lies and
deceit formed against the true Christian Church] to the extent that it is now completely reasonable to question
whether (since 9-11-2001) they are any longer or [in some cases] ever were Christians?
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Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: Part 2 - Occult Signatures: The
[NWO] occult communicates in a separate hidden but open manner
that attempts [often successfully] to reveal their true intentions and
identities to other occult groups but is generally masked to the general
public

Occult (Satanic) signatures that are now commonly and widely used within the Christian Church -- the number 13
[or the reverse 31] as conference dates, numbers of topics or speakers, etc. Using Latin (Roman Catholic) names in
Protestant ministries i.e. Norman Geislers "Veritas' (Latin for truth) Seminary [V - a Hebrew 6 - is also considered
occult - the number of fallen man] and Chuck Smith's 'Calvary' (Latin for skull) Chapel i.e. Skull (Satan's) Chapel
[Pastor Chuck Smith might have been purposefully looking for a Satanic Signature in his 1965 move from his
Riverside, CA ministry to the existing Calvary Chapel - Costa Mesa, CA fellowship]. - Other occult signatures
include using a B&W bio photo as in the movie 'The Wizard of Oz' where reality, real life was portrayed in dull
B&W while color was reserved only for the alternate Oz occult realm. Use of highly occult influenced bible
translations notably the occult bible version NKJV.

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: WHAT'S GOING ON WITH DR.
JOHN PIPER? {Note: About the Occult V (Victory, Vendetta) symbol -
Shortly after the American Civil War the Occult symbol K came into
prominence in America and especially in the just defeated Confederate
States. In Occult lingo a more highly dedicated occultist would choose
more K's i.e. the symbol KKK. However the symbol KKK quickly
became detestable in all of America and went out of style. The ancient
Occult symbol V always remained in prominence in Europe and like the
KKK of America a European Occultist would add multiple V's and
actually create the W - Therefor an Occult W is equal to an Occult KKK
- Here is a recent photo of Pastor John Piper flashing the Occult W
sign.} (Photo)

In Rick Warren To Be Featured At Desiring God 2010 - | was among the few who broke the story that Dr. Piper had
made the ill-advised decision to invite Leadership Network's propped-up Purpose Driven Pope Rick Warren to DG
2010 as a keynote speaker. Then, as | shared in Rick Warren Doctrinal And Sound?, unfortunately it got even worse
when Dr. Piper decided to defend his decision: At root | think [Rick Warren] is theological and doctrinal and sound.
... S0 whether one even knows it or not, Warrengate still is slowly simmering; Dr. Piper's choice here has had the
rippling effect of people, even outside of any discernment ministries, beginning to look a little closer at his
theology, educational background, and associations; e.g. his charismatic bent, his connection to Fuller Theological
Seminary, and with the late Ralph Winter. | had received a tip from a source back in June of this past year; and as |
followed up on it, it would eventually lead me to discover some disturbing information which | orginally began
sharing in Questions Concerning Dr. John Piper and Dr. John Piper And Unanswered Questions. When | wrote
those initial articles Dr. Piper was on his much talked about sabbatical; now however, he is back and a few of the
mystic books | pointed in the latter piece are no longer in the BBC online library. ... What | just showed you here
should give us real concern as the obstensibly Reformed, "happy,” and "romantic,” Calvinist Dr. John Piper is
sounding less like a charismatic and more like a mystic as he points us to apostate teachers of Roman Catholicism
and its spiritually bankrupt mysticism; and from what we can see, this has been going on for quite some time now.
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Perhaps, now that his discernment is so far off he's even promoting the double-minded Rick Warren, the time has
finally arrived for some of his DG speakers to take a closer look at what's going on in this neo-Reformed camp.

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: March 07, 2012: Why has Liberty
University [LU] (the same Liberty University of the Ergun and Emir
Caner fraud) agreed to bring Mark Driscoll to teach on sex? - There's a
new form of Christianity sweeping the U.S. Its main focus: sex

There's a new form of Christianity sweeping the U.S. Its main focus: sex. Don't be surprised. We already have a
Christian denomination catering to every other worldview, comfort zone and obsession, so why not sex? As | said
in "The Marketing of Evil": No matter what kind of person you are, a form of Christianity has evolved just for you.
There's a politically liberal Christianity and a politically conservative Christianity. There's an acutely activist
Christianity and an utterly apolitical Christianity, a Christianity that holds up a high standard of ethical behavior and
service, and a Christianity for which both personal ethics and good works are irrelevant. There's a raucous,
intensely emotional Christianity drenched in high-voltage music, and there's a quiet, contemplative Christianity.
There's a loving Christianity and a hateful, racist Christianity, a Christianity that honors Jews as God's chosen
people and a Christianity that maligns Jews as Satan's children. So, it was just a matter of time before we got a
version of Christianity for people obsessed with sex.

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: March 11, 2012: Pat Robertson
[Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN), The 700 Club, Regent
University] advocates [the Bush family drug trade] legalizing
(marijuana) pot - [Wiki.com: Marion Gordon "Pat" Robertson (born
March 22, 1930) is a media mogul, television evangelist, ex-Baptist
minister and businessman who politically aligns himself with the
Christian Right in the United States. He is the founder of numerous
organizations and corporations, including the American Center for Law
& Justice (ACLJ), the Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN), the
Christian Coalition, Flying Hospital, International Family Entertainment
Inc., Operation Blessing International Relief and Development
Corporation, CBN Asia and Regent University. He is the host of The 700
Club, a Christian TV program airing on channels throughout the United
States and on CBN network affiliates worldwide.]

Former Republican presidential candidate and TV evangelist Pat Robertson's has flipped on his stand on legalizing
marijuana. The straight-laced preacher's mind-blowing comments were made last Wednesday to the New York
Times. It was merely an echo - and amplifying - of previous statements he's made about how the war on drugs has
been unsuccessful. "Marijuana,” he said, "should be treated legally like alcohol; offenders are wrongly locked up
with violent criminals.” ... Opponents to Robertson's proposal might argue that marijuana is an entry drug and by
legalizing it, legal use of the drug might lead users to more powerful drugs. Scientific evidence would support such
an argument. So, is Robertson right? That depends on whether taxpayers are willing to continue to pay for the
imprisonment of pot users and dealers at such an extreme price. Further, the war on drugs has failed in that
marijuana is more widely used today than when the "war on drugs" fired its first political shot. Well-known
evangelical blogger Brett McCracken, managing editor of Biola Magazine at Biola University, said young
evangelicals "laugh at Robertson, as a caricature of an evangelist and wouldn't see him as a role model, even if their
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cohort would be expected to be more open to legalizing drugs. That harsh assessment of the evangelist might just
derail his efforts of legalize pot."”

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: SBC: Florida Baptist Convention
Statement on Gilyard [a convicted pedophile]: Passes the Buck to JBA,
But They ARE Concerned About Church's Lack of [financial] Giving

"The Florida Baptist Convention has taken a proactive stance to encourage all churches to run background checks
on employees and volunteers-as we do with every volunteer who works with children and teens in Convention-
sponsored events and programs™ - How ironic that this is brought up in the context of the Gilyard saga. Had Shiloh
Baptist done a background check on Gilyard he would have come out clean back in 1993 - he had no criminal
record. But he was KNOWN to be a serial adulter by Paige Patterson and Jerry Vines, and had confessed to having
sex with women he had counseled in his churches prior to coming to Shiloh, yet a background check would never
have revealed that when Shiloh hired him in the early 1990s. Of course now if we run a background check, he is a
convicted sex offender. - Christa Brown and others have called for the Southern Baptist Convention to establish a
database to track ministers who have been convicted of crimes, or credibly accused of serious misconduct. The SBC
heavies have opposed such a system, and the Gilyard disaster is example #1 of why such a system is required. The
FBC statement above painfully points this out. -- "Christ Tabernacle Baptist Church (sic) in Jacksonville has been
affiliated with the Florida Baptist Convention since 1998. During that time, the congregation has not demonstrated
cooperation as defined by our Bylaw 2, which includes participating in the Cooperative Program giving and
providing statistical information. They have given nothing in the past six years." -- OK, that is interesting. Glad to
know that in addition to hiring a pedophile and kicking the kids out of the church, they also are guilty of the terrible
offense of not giving any money to the Cooperative Program. Who really cares that they have given no money to
SBC missions, if they are putting a pedophile in the pulpit?

Jesus Walk 2012 -- Betrayal Tuesday: Say Goodbye to the Untouchable
Preachers - God is shaking His church and removing corruption - But
we share the blame for giving charlatans a platform - Our movement is
eaten up with materialism, pride, deception and sexual sin because we
were afraid to call these Bozos what they really are-insecure, selfish,
egotistical and emotionally dysfunctional - If we had applied biblical
discernment a long time ago we could have avoided this mess - "There
Is no way we can know how many unbelievers rejected the gospel
because they saw the church supporting quacks who swaggered,
bragged, lied, flattered, bribed, stole and tearfully begged their way
into our lives-while we applauded them and sent them money"

| hate to compare any minister of God to a gangster. But the sad truth is that today there are a handful (well, maybe
more) of unscrupulous preachers who share some of Capone's most disgusting traits. They are notoriously greedy.
They are masters of deception and manipulation. They have bought their way into the charismatic religious
subculture and used their uncanny hypnotic ability to control major Christian TV networks. And, like Capone, their
days are numbered. Justice will soon catch up with them. These false prophets probably all started out with a
genuine call from God, but success destroyed them. They were lured away from true faith by fame and money, and
when their ministries mushroomed they resorted to compromise to keep their machines rolling. Now, in the midst of
the Great Recession, God is closing in on them. But before we rejoice that these imposters are being removed from
their pulpits and yanked off the airwaves, let's hit the pause button and reflect. How did these false preachers ever
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achieve such fame? It couldn't have happened without help from us. We were the gullible ones. When they said,
"The Lord promises you untold wealth if you will simply give a thousand dollars right now,” we went to the phones
and put the donations on our credit cards. God forgive us. We were the undiscerning ones. When they said, "I need
your sacrificial gift today so | can repair my private jet," we didn't ask why a servant of God wasn't humble enough
to fly coach class to a Third World nation. God forgive us. We were the foolish ones. When it was revealed that
they were living in immorality, mistreating their wives or populating cities with illegitimate children, we listened to
their spin doctors instead of demanding that ministry leaders act like Christians. God forgive us. We were the naive
ones. When they begged for $2 million more in donations because of a budget shortfall, we didn't feel comfortable
asking why they needed that $10,000-a-night hotel suite. In fact, if we did question it, another Christian was quick
to say, "Don't criticize! The Bible says, "Touch not the Lord's anointed!"" God forgive us. We have treated these
charlatans like Al Capone-as if they were untouchable-and as a result their corruption has spread throughout
charismatic churches like a plague. Our movement is eaten up with materialism, pride, deception and sexual sin
because we were afraid to call these Bozos what they really are-insecure, selfish, egotistical and emotionally
dysfunctional. If we had applied biblical discernment a long time ago we could have avoided this mess. There is no
way we can know how many unbelievers rejected the gospel because they saw the church supporting quacks who
swaggered, bragged, lied, flattered, bribed, stole and tearfully begged their way into our lives-while we applauded
them and sent them money. When well-meaning Christians quote 1 Chronicles 16:22 (Do not touch My anointed
ones, and do My prophets no harm,” NASB) to cover up corruption or charlatanism, they do horrible injustice to
Scripture. This passage does not require us to stay quiet when a leader is abusing power or deceiving people. On the
contrary, we are called to confront sin in a spirit of love and honesty-and we certainly aren't showing love to the
church if we allow the charismatic Al Capones of our generation to corrupt it. ~ J. Lee Grady is contributing editor
of Charisma and author of the new book The Holy Spirit Is Not for Sale. Follow him on Twitter at leegrady.

Preparation for Holy Week 2012: The following links (MP3s) are
material for consideration to help get us each individually into Holy
Week 2012 in a reverent way and with a self-accessing attitude

Update 03-03-2012: After this group of postings there should be only one or two more blog postings of material
until Holy Week 2012. Then the postings of Holy Week 2012 or shortly after would conclude the Basic Christian
blog Ministry. ~ God bless everyone, David Anson Brown

What's Wrong With The Church - Round Table Discussion by
RemnantXRadio (Mp3)

On this episode of Remnant X Radio, Brad the Nephilimkiller will be hosting another round table discussion on
"What's Wrong With The Church.” He will be joined by Dana and Shawn, our friends from Ohio! Please plan to
join us as we discuss the failure of the American church.

SpiritualEyes Blog Via RevelationsRadioNetwork.com: The Godhead
and the Deity of Christ -- The Download link is near the bottom of the

page -- (Mp3)

This is a study of the Godhead; also called the Trinity, or the Tri-unity of God. The best definition of the Trinity is
that there is only one God, but in unity of the divine and infinite Godhead there are three personalities, the Father,
the Word (or Son), and Holy Spirit, of one substance, power and eternity, each having the whole divine essence, yet
the essence undivided. Again in simpler terms; There is only one God, but in the unity of the Godhead there are
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three eternal and co-equal Persons; the same in essence but distinct in existence.

IlExcellent -- What's the Big Deal about the KJV - (YouTube)

Sam Gipp delivers the truth cleverly and effectively in this short docu-drama.

Antioch vs. Alexandria by Dr. Sam Gipp - [1:32:51] (YouTube)

The two distinct lines of manuscripts and their origin is the lecture topic at this King James Bible seminar given by
evangelist Samuel C. Gipp, Th.D.

Westcott and Hort's Magic Marker Binge - Would you take a magic
marker to your Bible and cross out words from passages? - The chart
below illustrates what was done when the text used by Christianity for
1800 years was replaced with a text assembled by Brook Foss
Westcott and Fenton John Anthony Hort in the nineteenth century and
used as the basis for the English Revised Version, which nearly all
modern translations closely follow - The text shown here is the King
James Version. Words, sentences, or entire verses in strikethrough
illustrate portions that have been removed from the text underlying the
KJV New Testament (Part 1 of 2)

Critics commonly charge that the traditional Bible text used by believers for 1800 years adds material, and that we
should be thankful for Westcott and Hort who came along in the 19th century to restore the text of the New
Testament that had been corrupt for 1800 years and during the entire reformation. This charge is of course made
against evidence to the contrary, as you will find if you research the text lines (read other articles on this website).
Further, it is interesting to note that one of these verses is this: Romans 13:9: For this, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if
there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself. The phrase "thou shalt not bear false witness" is missing from the modern critical text (and therefor most
modern versions). Now | ask you: is it reasonable to assume that a scribe added a self-incriminating phrase to the
passage? Isn't it more likely that "those who corrupt the word of God" (2 Cor. 2:17, KJV) removed the phrase which
indicted them?

CHURCH HISTORY - Underprized: William Tyndale and the English Bible
by David Teems

CBN.com -- 2011 was the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible (1611). And it is only right
that we celebrate. According to scholars, the King James Bible continues to hold its place with the works of
William Shakespeare as the greatest work of prose in the English language. The offspring of a poetic age, the KIB
is part of our deepest cultural memory, and after 400 years, this great Bible not only remains a testament to what
has proven excellent in our linguistic past, it has allowed God to speak to us in his accustomed beauty and highness,
and with an English voice. But that is not the whole story. Truth is, each of the passages above had their beginning
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not with the King James translators, but in the translation of William Tyndale some eighty-five years earlier, at a
time when an English translation of the Bible was not only against the law in England, it was punishable by death.
While it certainly deserves the honors it has received, the King James Bible gets the applause that rightfully belongs
to William Tyndale (1494-1536). 90% or more of the King James New Testament is Tyndale's translation, and most
often word for word. Tyndale also translated roughly a third of the Old Testament (Genesis - 11 Chronicles, and
Jonah). The following are Tyndale translations: Let there be light, Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh, In the
cool of the day, Am I my brother's keeper, Let my people go, Entreat me not to leave thee, The Lord bless thee and
keep thee, A small still voice. Any study of Tyndale's wordcraft must also include his single word innovations such
as: Jehovah, thanksgiving, passover, intercession, holy place, atonement, Mercy seat, judgement seat, chasten,
impure, longed, apostleship, brotherly, sorcerer, whoremonger, viper, and godless. What is dumbfounding to me,
and which is the point of this article, is how hidden Tyndale remains, how misprized, and how thoroughly
uncelebrated. In his 2011 book, The Shadow of a Great Rock: A Literary Appreciation of the King James Bible,
renowned literary critic and Yale professor, Harold Bloom, said that "Nearly everything memorable in the English
New Testament is the achievement of the matchless William Tyndale and not of the early Christian authors. ... No
honest critic able to read the koine original could resist the conclusion that Tyndale throughout transcends his proof-
text [original ms] to a sublime degree." In his book, Jesus and Yahweh, Bloom, vociferously non-Christian, says
also that William Tyndale is the "only true rival of Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Walt Whitman as the richest author
in the English language,” that only Shakespeare's prose "is capable of surviving comparison with Tyndale's.” This is
an endorsement of the first order. -- A memorial was placed in Vilvorde (Belgium) near the spot where Tyndale was
martyred (there is a William Tyndale Museum in Vilvorde as well). In London, a statue of Tyndale was erected in
1884, and a stone monument overlooks the town of North Nibley, Gloucestershire, England, where he is thought to
have lived as a child. He has been given a day of recognition by the Anglican Church (October 6), and a brief
prayer (collect proper). These honors are well deserved, doubtless, but for his contribution to the English language,
to English thought and piety, for all he has done to effect growth, aesthetics, motion, architecture and sound of the
English language, Tyndale has been given what amounts to a formal nod, a gold watch, and a citation for his
service. What fascinates me perhaps even more about William Tyndale are the conditions by which he translated the
Bible. He was outlaw. His translation was outlaw. His very thoughts were outlaw. He was exile. He lived in
poverty. He was continually hunted, and therefore he was forced to be on the move continually. And yet these
elements, far from crippling the text, only empowered it. There is something magnificently alive in Tyndale's
translation of "Romans 8:35. Who shall separate us from the love of God? shall tribulation? or anguish? or
persecution? or hunger? or nakedness? or peril? or sword? As it is written: For thy sake are we killed all day long
and are counted as sheep appointed to be slain. Nevertheless in all these things we overcome strongly through his
help that loved us." -- The life Tyndale was forced to live was not unlike the Paul he translated. Much more than an
exercise of the mind, his translation represents a kind of linguistic empathy. There is a certain cooperation between
Tyndale and Paul in all that Greek. Indeed, something lives in Tyndale's Paul beyond mere equivalents of language.
William Tyndale's story is one of true greatness, and yet he continues to suffer a curious injustice. Compared to
English writers of greater name, but much less weight per pound, he is magnificently underprized, and thus remains
in a kind of exile. Eventually his life was demanded of him. He was held in the dungeon of a castle in Vilvorde,
Belgium for 500 days. He was denied both light and visitors. He suffered a mock trial, was led to a scaffold,
strangled, and then burned at the stake. No symbol went unused. By strangling Tyndale, the Church thought to
silence him forever.

Responding To Dr. Leth's Open Letter To Manny Silva

Dr. Carl Leth recently wrote "An Open Letter To Manny Silva™ in response to my post about Olivet Nazarene
University promoting contemplative spirituality. My response to that is below, followed after by the full text of his
letter.

{Excellent!'} Remnant X Radio: No King But Jesus by Tish Bowling
(Mp3)
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On this episode of "No King But Jesus" Tish Bowling will continue her discussion about the first admendment. She
will be covering, freedom of speech and freedom of religion. -- Please plan to join us! Peace and God Bles to his
Elect!

(F4F) P4 Fighting for the Faith: Rick Warren [sort of] Clarifies His
Position Re: 'Chrislam’ Islam (Mp3)

Rick Warren Clarifies His Position Re: Islam -- Pastor Rick Warren said he does not believe Muslims and
Christians worship the same God. "We worship Jesus as God. Muslims don't," he wrote. "Our God is Jesus, not
Allah." Source: www.ocregister.com/articles/muslims-343997-warren-christians.html -- {Note: This is a highly
deceptive remark by Rick Warren in insinuating that there is more than one God and that Christians simply worship
one God that we happen to call Jesus while Muslims simply worship their God that they happen to call Allah. In all
it is a very misleading series of events and statements coming from the very deceptive and misleading Pastor Rick
Warren. A simpler, better and more accurate comment is "God is Jesus, not Allah™ while Rick Warren's convoluted
and contrived rebuttal of "Our God is Jesus, not Allah™ is simply disinformation that is designed from the start to be
misleading in a dangerously deceptive way that is extremely harmful to the truth of Christianity.}

(F4F) P3 Fighting for the Faith: The Praise Music of Chrislam? - Where's
Glen Beck? - Walter Martin, the Maze of Mormonism

Walter Martin, the Maze of Mormonism

StandUpForTheTruth.com: P2 Christian apologist and talk show host
Chris Rosebrough (Fighting For The Faith) was recently the featured
guest on Stand Up For The Truth radio show - Via: SolaSisters blog

(Mp3)

Christian apologist and talk show host Chris Rosebrough (Fighting For The Faith) was recently the featured guest on
Stand Up For The Truth radio show. From the Stand Up For The Truth website: "We know that the God of the
Bible is not the same god of the Qur'an. Yahweh of the Bible became flesh 2,000 years ago to be that perfect lamb,
the Son, the atonement for our sins. The Jesus we believe in is God. But Allah of the Qur'an did not have a son.
There was no atonement, no hope of a Messiah, and no grace for sinners. The Christian God and the Muslim Allah
cannot be one and the same. And yet there are a growing number of Christians and Muslims who are combining the
faith-syncretizing the two into one. That's called Chrislam, and it is heresy. -- This week the Orange County
Register reported in an article that leadership of Pastor Rick Warren's Saddleback Church believe that Muslims and
Christians believe in the same God. Is the article accurate? Is that truly what these leaders believe? Our guest today
has communicated with Rick Warren twice in the past few days, and it's as close as anyone has gotten to America's
Pastor to hear in his own words what is going on. -- Chris Rosebrough is host of a daily two-hour internet radio
program, Fighting For The Faith, heard around the world on Pirate Christian Radio, a broadcast group he started in
his hometown of Indianapolis. Chris is at the forefront of those contending for the truth of God's Word."

(FA4F) P1 Fighting for the Faith: Do Muslims & Christians Believe in the
Same God? - OC Register Story Claims that Folks at Saddleback [Rick
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Warren] Believe Muslims & Christians Believe in the Same God

OC Register Story Claims that Folks at Saddleback Believe Muslims & Christians Believe in the Same God.

(FA4F) Fighting for the Faith: About Any Word From God - Sermon
Review "Vision 20/20" by Bob Guiglione of Calvary Chapel of Delaware
County

Sermon Review "Vision 20/20" by Bob Guiglione of Calvary Chapel of Delaware County.

Remnant X Radio: Thugonomics - An Introduction to Shiloh - A
Christian Commune P4 (Mp3)

On this episode of Remnant X Radio we continue our Thugonomic series with An Introduction to Shiloh - "A
Christian Commune - The Tale of Jeanie Murphy" Shiloh is a very important piece to the Thugonomic puzzle as we
study the behaviors that manifested themselves there. We will gain a glimpse into the mind of one of the most
dangerous men in the American Church....John Higgins!

Remnant X Radio: Thugonomics - Birds of a Feather - The Fowl Spirit
P3 (Mp3)

On this episode of Remnant X Radio we will be advancing the story with the latest edition of "Thugonomics”
entitled, "Birds of a Feather." We will look at the linkage between John Higgins and his friend David Berg,
between the recruitment of members for House of Miracles and The Child of God Cult. A lot of folks do not know
that John and David worked on a few things together and shared ideas. You will be surprised at how much of the
Children of God Cult is in Calvary Chapel. -- Your homework will be to google "Children of God."

{Highly Recommended!!} Remnant X Radio: Thugonomics - John
Higgins And The House of Miracles P2 (Mp3)

On this episode of Remnant X Radio we will pick up our story about John Higgins and we will focus on the "House
of Miracles" What was it, where was it? And why do we care? We will release another legal document and perhaps
a portion of the secert recordings. -- Please hit us up on facebook!

Remnant X Radio: Thugonomics - The Dark Side Of CC - The Gun
Slinger P1 (Mp3)

On this episode of Remnant X Radio we will be doing an expose Dark Side of Calvary Chapel. After countless
hours of research and interviewing former members of his church (and fellow attendees of Shiloh) we will share
with you what our research found. | will start at the beginning of John's career and you will see where this journey
begins, Shiloh Youth Revival Center (which should just be a show in itself). We will follow the money and the trail
of deceit and cover his claims, the missing money, the sale of the church building and the out of court settlement. --
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Prepare yourself for the Calvary Chapel version of Mafia Wars!

THE EDGE AM: February 18th, 2012 -- Douglas Hamp - Genetic
Manipulation; Angels, Aliens, and the Antichrist Revealed (Mp3)

Douglas Hamp is a specialist in ancient languages including Biblical Hebrew and Koine Greek. Doug says
something ominous is coming upon the world: it is Satan's final effort in the battle to destroy the image that man
was created in, which has been raging since the beginning of time. If Satan can destroy the image, then he can avert
his own destruction. The prophecy of Genesis 3:15 states the serpent will one day mix his seed with humanity as a
counterfeit of the Messiah. Jesus told us that the last days will be like the days of Noah when fallen angels mixed
their seed with humanity. In the Book of Daniel we read that “they" will again mingle with the seed of men. How
so? Satan will use man's desire to be his own god to deceive him into believing the ultimate lie - that his fallen
messengers are both the creators and saviors of man. He will not do this openly but will deceive mankind through
demons which are masquerading as "aliens™ who are spreading the message that the inhabitants of the earth can
evolve to be like them and obtain transcendent powers. Finally, the seed of the Serpent will come; he will be a man
who will be greater than his fellows, who will understand sinister schemes and shall rise up and become the
Antichrist. That day of fulfillment is nearly upon us!

Contending for Truth: Exposed: Tim LaHaye, Chuck Missler, Jerry
Falwell, Sun Myung Moon, Rick Santorum, Newt Gingrich, Benny Hinn,
Kathryn Kuhlman, Paul Crouch, Chuck Smith, Hal Lindsey, Rick Joyner,
The Pope, TBN, Calvary Chapel, CNP, Knights of Malta & Many More --
Part 1 (Mp3)

Welcome to the new Contending for Truth website! We are excited to have an opportunity to streamline the site,
focusing more on the content and delivering the teachings to you. God Bless you, Dr. Scott Johnson.

Contending for Truth: Exposed: Tim LaHaye, Chuck Missler, Jerry
Falwell, Sun Myung Moon, Rick Santorum, Newt Gingrich, Benny Hinn,
Kathryn Kuhlman, Paul Crouch, Chuck Smith, Hal Lindsey, Rick Joyner,
The Pope, TBN, Calvary Chapel, CNP, Knights of Malta & Many More --
Part 2 (Mp3)

Welcome to the new Contending for Truth website! We are excited to have an opportunity to streamline the site,
focusing more on the content and delivering the teachings to you. God Bless you, Dr. Scott Johnson.

Contending for Truth: Exposed: Tim LaHaye, Chuck Missler, Jerry
Falwell, Sun Myung Moon, Rick Santorum, Newt Gingrich, Benny Hinn,
Kathryn Kuhlman, Paul Crouch, Chuck Smith, Hal Lindsey, Rick Joyner,
The Pope, TBN, Calvary Chapel, CNP, Knights of Malta & Many More --
Part 3 (Mp3)

http://www.basicchristian.org/BasicChristian_2012_a.rss[4/12/2012 8:36:23 AM]



http://theedgeam.com/
http://theedgeam.com/
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4027
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4027
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4027
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4027
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4027
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4023
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4023
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4023
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4023
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4023
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4016
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4016
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4016
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4016
http://www.contendingfortruth.com/?p=4016

Basic Christian 2012a

Welcome to the new Contending for Truth website! We are excited to have an opportunity to streamline the site,
focusing more on the content and delivering the teachings to you. God Bless you, Dr. Scott Johnson.

Contending for Truth: Exposed: Tim LaHaye, Chuck Missler, Jerry
Falwell, Sun Myung Moon, Rick Santorum, Newt Gingrich, Benny Hinn,
Kathryn Kuhlman, Paul Crouch, Chuck Smith, Hal Lindsey, Rick Joyner,
The Pope, TBN, Calvary Chapel, CNP, Knights of Malta & Many More --
Part 4 (Mp3)

Welcome to the new Contending for Truth website! We are excited to have an opportunity to streamline the site,
focusing more on the content and delivering the teachings to you. God Bless you, Dr. Scott Johnson.

Basic Christian: Mp3 List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Mp3 List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Video - DVD List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Video - DVD List (PDF)

Free Christian Select Mp3 Downloads (RSS)

**To download each file: "Right Click" and select "Save Target AS..."

Basic Christian: Select Mp3s List (PDF)

Basic Christian: Select Mp3s List (PDF)

--- The Basic Christian: blog Postings are on an Extended Hiatus ---

The blog postings are scheduled to conclude for Holy Week 2012 with the Jesus Walk 2012 Timeline Devotion ---
Starting Friday March 30th ---> Easter Sunday April 8th 2012.

The Pierre Statement on Biblical Doctrines by confessing Christians -
As the Christian Church there are areas where we can all Agree to
Agree! (PDF)

Over the years the Christian Church has virtually been defined by its vast ability to disagree. In fact the quote "let's
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agree to disagree" can almost be the new banner of Christianity. Some people readily point out and wonder if there
really is a Christian truth because the Church itself agrees on very few Christian tenants. But this is not really an
accurate reflection because the Church does agree on many things and is united on many beliefs. This is a
discussion list where we as Christians can "Agree to Agree™ and then the next time someone says "the Church
doesn't even agree™ well here are some areas of agreement. - These topics are starting beyond the already given
basics of Christianity in that Jesus Christ is God born of the Virgin Mary, Himself a Godly encounter physically
among humans yet remaining consistent with the Triune nature of God the Father, the Son Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit. Jesus is Divine and without sin. He was rejected by mankind crucified and died. His death is the Full
Payment for all of the sins of the world. His resurrection is of Everlasting Life and provided to those who personally
receive Him as God and their Savior. Jesus is the rightful and righteous Ruler of the world and He will physically
return to righteously reign, rule and judge His creation that we call the universe. -- "1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Moreover,
brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
For | delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures” - All the best,
God bless everyone ~ David Anson Brown

-- Recast -- The Basic Christian: End Times Summit 2012

The Basic Christian: End Times Summit 2012 is being rebroadcasted in order from beginning to end.

Introduction - Basic Christian: End Times Summit 2012 -- In the
recently completed Holiness Summit 2012 we had the theme of the
'‘wash basins' used by Priests in the Temple - In this End Times Summit
instead of the theme of Priests and 'wash basins' we are going to
follow the Prophets and as the Prophet Jeremiah said "Set thee up
waymarks" [signposts] - Instead of Priests and ‘wash basins' we will
have Prophets and 'waymarks' or designators consisting of Biblical
signs, prophecies, signposts, markers and events to help guide us
along on the highway of the End Times and current events -- "Jeremiah
31:21-23 Set thee up waymarks [signposts], make thee high heaps: set
thine heart toward the highway [know which way you are going - i.e.
know where you have come from and also know where you are going],
even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn
again to these [customs] thy cities. How long wilt thou go about, O
thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing
[New Testament] in the earth, A woman [Virgin Birth] shall compass
[give birth to] a man [the Son of God - Sonship birth of Jesus Christ - as
God Jesus was incarnated among mankind, Jesus as God was not
'‘born again' nor adopted as a son but born the existing 'Son of God'].
Thus saith the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use
this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when | shall
bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of
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justice, and Mountain of {God (Ezekiel 28:14-16, Revelation 21:10)}
Holiness."

The Signs of the End Times: "Jeremiah 10:1-2 Hear ye the Word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O House of
Israel: Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the *signs of heaven; for the
heathen are dismayed at them." -- The End Times are primarily the fulfillments of centuries of Bible Prophecy. It is
the sign that Heaven [dwelling of God and angels] and earth [dwelling of man] are becoming united once again.
Becoming one again with each other as was originally intended in the original creation of God (Genesis 1:31). --
"Acts 2:19-21 And | [God] will shew wonders in heaven [sky] above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and
fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable [Second Coming] Day of the Lord (Jesus) come: And [-through it all-] it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call on the Name (Jesus) of the Lord shall be saved."

Background: The genesis of the Bible and our 1st ‘waymark' is that
mankind is separated from God and in need of instruction and
interaction with the True God in order to be reconciled back to God -
What is not immediately inherent in man's separation from God is the
reality of the vast separation that really has existed between God and
mankind - When Adam and Eve fell they fell with only a minimal
knowledge of who God really is and at best were able to pass along
only minimal info to their descendants about who God is - The fall of
mankind into sin left behind such a drastic void between God and
mankind that it would be two generations, into the days of Enos,
before people (completely lost and perplexed) would generally [the
general population at whole - as there is always the remnant] begin to
call upon God in expectance of the sure salvation of the coming
redeemer Jesus Christ -- "Genesis 4:26 And to Seth, to him also there
was born a son; and he called (H7121) his name Enos: **then [two
generations after Adam and Eve] began men [people in general ] to call
(H7121) [in expectation of salvation] upon the Name of the LORD."

The void of knowledge that man has had regarding God would be diminished but only through the coming of the
Jewish Prophets (i.e. Abraham - John the Baptist), Priests (i.e. Samuel), and Kings (i.e. David, Solomon).
Eventually Jesus Himself and His Apostles would do the most in removing the void between God and mankind by
filling it with Knowledge but not stopping at the Apostles as knowledge and experience will continuing to come
with the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and with His Kingdom on earth and into eternity. -- "Ephesians 1:17-21
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love [like Jesus], May be able
to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. Now unto Him that is able to
do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto Him be
glory in the Church by Christ Jesus **throughout all ages, world without end. Amen."

Melchizedek - waymark #2: Melchizedek the King, Prophet and Priest --
"Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek **King of Salem (Peace) brought forth
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[Prophecy - Prophet] bread and wine (N.T. Communion): and He was
the **Priest of the Most High God."

"Genesis 14:19-20 And He [Melchizedek - as God (King, Prophet, Priest) Melchizedek is mediating between God
and man] **blessed him [Abraham], and said, Blessed be Abram of the most High God, possessor of heaven and
earth: And **blessed be the most High God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he [Abraham]
gave Him [Melchizedek] tithes of all." -- Melchizedek has appeared into the human realm blessing both Abraham
and also blessing God while at the same time Prophetically Ministering as a Priest by serving (N.T. Communion)
bread and wine to Abraham. Who is Melchizedek, and would mankind be both reunited back to God and a
participant in the eternal Kingdom of God without the appearance and Ministry of Melchizedek? The Ministries of
Melchizedek in Prophet, Priest and King are what enable mankind to be both reconciled to God and also once
reconciled to fully participate in the Kingdom of God. Who is Melchizedek? There is a possibility that Melchizedek
is a visitation of the Triune Person of the Holy Spirit though the much greater probability [especially if we consider
Psalm 110 to be confirming the existing status of Jesus rather than bestowing a new status] is that Melchizedek is a
pre-incarnation visit of the Messiah Jesus Christ. -- "Psalms 110:4 The LORD hath sworn [confirmed], and will not
repent, Thou [Messiah - Jesus Christ] art a **Priest for ever [eternally] after the order of Melchizedek."

Birth of Jesus - waymark #3: The birth of Jesus the Messiah, the visit
and gifts from the wise men -- "Matthew 2:11 And when they [wise
men] were come into the house, they saw the young child [Jesus] with
Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold [for the
King], and frankincense [for the Priest], and myrrh [for the Prophet]."

Jesus as Melchizedek: "Matthew 2:1-2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him." -- Where Melchizedek was a brief appearance
in the Old Testament officiating only to Abraham while in the three offices of King, Prophet and Priest however
with the birth of Jesus Christ the Messiah we have the physical manifestation of the very same three offices of
Melchizedek brought forth permanently in the one person of Jesus Christ. Is Jesus the Melchizedek King, Prophet
and Priest of the Old Testament, probably, and certainly Jesus is in the same Ministry and office of Melchizedek. --
"Hebrews 7:22-26 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better Testament [N.T.]. And they [O.T.] truly were
many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: But this man [incarnation of Jesus],
because He continueth ever [eternally], hath an unchangeable Priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He [Jesus] ever liveth to make intercession for them [people]. For
such an High Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens"

Baptism by John - waymark #4: John's water baptism of confession
(acknowledging sins) and repentance (desiring to change from sinful
ways) -- "Matthew 3:1-3 In those days came John the Baptist [a
Levitical Priest (Luke 1:5)], preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And
saying, Repent ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand [The Messiah
has arrived]. For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias
(Isaiah), saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
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[remove any obstructions] ye the way of the Lord, make His paths
sraight.”

Baptism of John: "Matthew 3:5-6 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about
Jordan, And were baptized of him in [the river] Jordan, confessing (acknowledging) their sins.” -- John the Baptist
the prophesied forerunner (announcer) for the Messiah has completed his Levitical ministry of directing the people
into the eternal Ministry of the Messiah Jesus Christ. -- "Matthew 3:11-17 | [Levitical Priest - John the Baptist]
indeed baptize you with water unto **repentance [change of ways]: but He [Messiah - Jesus Christ - Melchizedek
Priest] that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: He [Jesus] shall baptize you
with the **Holy Ghost [eternal life], and with [cleansing] **fire: Whose fan [threshing tool] is in His hand, and He
will throughly purge [thresh - separate] His floor [harvest field], and gather His wheat into the garner [building]; but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized [washed for His ministry] of him. But John forbad Him, saying, | have need [to confess sin] to be baptized
of thee, and comest Thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us
***to fulfill all righteousness [both in Jesus setting an example for His disciples who are commanded to be baptized
(Matthew 28:19) and also this is a Priestly washing (Exodus 29:4, Numbers 8:20-22) a transition from the Levitical
Priesthood to the Melchizedek Priesthood of Jesus]. Then he suffered [allowed] Him. And Jesus, when He was
baptized [washed, initiating the incarnated Melchizedek Priesthood], went up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
**the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:
And lo a voice from Heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I Am well pleased.”

Baptism by Jesus - waymark #5: Holy Week, The Feast of Firstfruits,
Resurrection of Jesus, Baptism of Jesus and the birth of the 'born
again' Christian Church -- "John 20:19-22 Then the same day
[Resurrection Day - Easter] at evening, being [Sunday] the first day of
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus [through the shut doors]
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, **Peace be unto you. And
when He had so said, He shewed unto them His [nail pierced] hands
and His [spear pierced] side. Then were the disciples glad, when they
saw the Lord [Jesus]. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto
you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send | you. ***And when He
had said this, He [Jesus] breathed [baptized (Matthew 3:11)] on them,
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost [become a '‘born again’
Christian]:"

Baptism of Jesus: The same events of John 20:19-22 but recorded in the Gospel of Luke: "Luke 24:36-45 And
[Resurrection Day - Easter Sunday] as they [Disciples] thus spake, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and
saith unto them, **Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit. And He said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold My [nail
pierced] hands and My [nail pierced] feet, that it is | Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not [a body] flesh
and bones, as ye see Me have. And when He had thus spoken, He shewed them His hands and His feet. And while
they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him a
piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And He took it, and did eat before them. And He said unto them,
These are the Words which | spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that **all things must be fulfilled, which
were written in the law of Moses [Priests], **and in the prophets [Prophets], **and in the psalms [Kings],
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concerning Me. Then [baptizing them] opened He their understanding, that they [Holy Ghost filled 'born again’
Christians] might understand the [Bible] scriptures” -- The Apostle Paul also wrote regarding the Holy Spirit
baptism by Jesus. "Romans 8:23 And not only they [all creation], but ourselves also, which have the **firstfruits
[Resurrection Day - Feast of Firstfruits] of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." -- "Philippians 1:19 For | [Apostle Paul] know that this [strife] shall
turn to my salvation [delivery] through your prayer, and the supply of **the ['born again' baptism] Spirit of Jesus
Christ"

Baptism by Holy Spirit - waymark #6: Pentecost, The Feast of
Pentecost - Where the Baptism of Jesus is to become a 'Child of God’
unto eternal life the later [Feast Day of Pentecost type] Baptism of the
Holy Spirit is unto empowerment in order for an already ‘born again’
Christian 'Child of God' to live the Christian life and fulfill Christian
Ministry in proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ -- "Acts 2:1-4 And
when the day of Pentecost [Feast of Pentecost] was fully come, they
['born again' Christian Apostles] were all with one accord in one place
[the upper-room]. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled [empowered]
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.” -- And also again later in -- "Acts 4:31 And
when they [disciples] had prayed, the place [house] was shaken where
they were assembled together; and **they [Christians] were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and [again empowered] they spake the word of
God with boldness."

Pentecost the transition into the End Times: Where the Baptism work of Jesus began on the Resurrection Day [Feast
of Firstfruits] the 'born again' Baptism of Jesus Christ will conclude with the coming Rapture of the entire Christian
Church. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit that began at Pentecost Day [Feast of Pentecost] will continue past the
Rapture of the Christian Church, throughout the entire Tribulation Period [both the Tribulation and the Great
Tribulation] and still be at work at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. -- "Acts 2:14-21 But [the Apostle] Peter,
standing up with the eleven [Apostles], lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that
dwell at Jerusalem, **be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose,
seeing it is but the third hour [9:00 A.M.] of the day. But **this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And
it shall come to pass ***in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And
on My servants and on My handmaidens I will pour out in those days of My Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And |
will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:
{sometime after the Church Rapture} The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that
great and notable [Second Coming] day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on
the Name (Jesus) of the Lord shall be saved."

[Second Coming] Fall Feasts - waymark #7: The three Fall Feasts
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[Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and the Feast of
Tabernacles (Sukkot)] - Apparently the Apostle Paul was looking
prophetically (to the Second Coming of Jesus as being fulfilled during)
a future set of Fall Feats and most importantly to their complete
fulfillment in Jerusalem -- "Acts 18:20-21 When they [Ephesians]
desired him [Apostle Paul] to tarry [Stay] longer time with them, he
consented not; But bade them farewell, **saying, | must by all means
keep this feast [the later three Fall Feasts, after Pentecost, **all three
Fall Feasts are yet to be Fulfilled for the Jews in Jerusalem] that
cometh in Jerusalem: but | will return again unto you, if God will [i.e. In
part if the 2nd Coming didn't happen]. And he sailed from Ephesus.”

The 8 Holy Feasts [Leviticus chapter 23] are fulfilled by Jesus in Jerusalem: "Colossians 2:16 Let no man therefore
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday [Feast Day], or of the new moon [festival], or of the
sabbath days: **Which [Levitically] are a shadow of things to come; ***but the body [fulfillment] is of Christ." --
The first five Feast Days [Sabbath, Lord's Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits and Pentecost] of the eight
Leviticus chapter 23 Feast Days have been completely fulfilled by Jesus in Jerusalem (Jesus sent the Holy Spirit on
the Day of Pentecost) during the 1st Coming of Jesus the Messiah. The remaining three Feast days [Feast of
Trumpets, Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot)] the later or 2nd Coming, Fall
Feast days though already initiated by Jesus during Holy Week are being fulfilled by the Christian Church but have
yet to be completed by Jesus in Jerusalem for the Jews as the Jews do not yet acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah. --
The Apostle Paul apparently remained very aware of the Jewish Feast Days "Acts 27:9 Now when much time was
spent [at the sea port of fair havens], and when sailing was now dangerous, because the Fast (Yom Kippur) was now
already past, Paul admonished them"

Church Rapture - waymark #8: The End of the Christian Church Age -
Possibly the First Fall Feast, the Feast of Trumpets -- "Revelation 1:8 |
(Jesus) Am *Alpha (beginning) and Omega (ending), the beginning and
the ending [of the Christian Church Age], saith the Lord, [eternal] which
Is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty." -- "Revelation
4:1 After this | [Apostle John] looked, and, behold, **a door was
opened in Heaven: and the first voice which | heard was **as it were of
a trumpet (G4536) talking with me; **which said, Come up hither [to
Heaven], and | will shew thee things which must be **hereafter [after
the Christian Church Age].”

The Mystery of the Christian Church Rapture: "1st Corinthians 15:51-55 Behold, | show you a mystery; We
(Christians) shall not all sleep (suffer physical death), but we shall all be changed (translated). In a moment, in the
twinkle of an eye, at the last trump (G4536) {announcement}: for the trumpet shall sound {this trumpet is a call to
gathering sounded by God. It does not have anything to do with the future trumpet judgments of Revelation that are
later sounded by angels} and the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed (translated). For this
corruptible (fleshly body) must put on incorruption (spiritual body) and this mortal must put on immortality.” -- The
Rapture of the Christian Church into Heaven at the calling of God in Heaven is the Omega (ending) of the Christian
Church Age. The Christian Church that began (Alpha) with Jesus on the Resurrection Day [Feast of Firstfruits] will
conclude apparently with a Church wide Rapture into Heaven. -- "1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 But | would not have
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you to be ignorant brethren, concerning them which are asleep (physically dead), that ye sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God: And the dead in Christ shall rise First: Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up (Harpzo, Rapture) together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."

Church Martyrs - waymark #9: The Christian Church Martyrs - The
Christian martyr (witness) Stephen as an acceptable offing and
sacrifice to God was received directly by God into His presence -
Jesus was seen standing as High Priest [instead of seated as King] in
order to receive Stephen's life as his priestly offering into His presence
-- "Acts 7:55-59 But he [Stephen - first Church martyr], being full of the
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into Heaven, and saw the Glory of
God, and **Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, |
see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right
hand of God. Then they [accusers] cried out with a loud voice, and
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And cast him
out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their
clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul [Apostle Paul].
And they stoned Stephen, [as he was] calling upon God, and saying,
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said
this, he [died] fell asleep.”

Eternal life: After our physical death [while a disembodied spirit - death is the separation of the spirit from the
physical body] then comes the judgment (Hebrews 9:27) and once judged after death [while a disembodied spirit] if
we are an acceptable Child of God we are then ‘adopted' by God into Sonship. It is only after the judgment, adoption
and Sonship/Daughtership that a person then receives an inheritance from God and a part of the eternal inheritance
is a new eternal spiritual body. -- "2 Corinthians 5:1-15 For we know that if our earthly house [body of flesh and
bones] of this tabernacle [tent - physical body] were dissolved, we have a building [Temple - spiritual body] of
God, an House not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed
upon with our house [spiritual body] which is from Heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found
naked. For we that are in this tabernacle [fleshly body] do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now He that hath wrought [made] us for
[eternal fellowship] the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest [seal] of the [Holy] Spirit.
Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body [flesh], we are absent from the
Lord: For we walk by faith, not by sight: We are confident, | say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and
to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him.
***For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and | trust also are made manifest in your consciences. For we
commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to
answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or
whether we be sober, it is for your cause. For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one
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died for all, then were all dead: And that He [Jesus] died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again."”

Tribulation Martyrs - waymark #10: The 5th Seal of Revelation - The
Tribulation Saints (Martyrs) of Revelation -- "Revelation 6:9-11 And
when He [Jesus] had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar [in
Heaven] the souls of them [Martyred Saints of Revelation] that were
slain for the **Word of God, **and for the [Christian] Testimony which
they held [*note: these Saints are from the first 3%z years of the
Tribulation period this is prior to the Mark of the Beast 666 and the
Great Tribulation]: And they [Saints] cried with a loud voice, saying,
How long, O Lord, Holy and True, dost thou not judge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell on the earth? **And white robes [of
righteousness] were given unto every one of them; and it was said
unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their
fellowservants also and their brethren [Martyred Saints of the Great
Tribulation], that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled."

The Great Tribulation Saints (Martyrs) of Revelation: The Christian Church Age Martyrs (i.e. Stephen) appear
directly before the Throne of Jesus but with the conclusion of the Christian Church Age (Revelation 4:1) at the
Rapture of the Church (after the Rapture Jesus will not be Baptizing individuals with His Spirit until the end of the
Tribulation Age) when the Martyred Saints of Revelation (both groups) will be assembled together under the altar in
Heaven and the entire group will be presented to Jesus at one time. -- "Revelation 15:1-4 And | saw another sign in
Heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath
(passion) of God. And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire [judgment]: and them [Great Tribulation
Saints (Martyrs) of Revelation] **that had gotten the victory over the *beast (Antichrist), *and over his image
(idol), *and over his mark (branding), *and over the number (666) of his name, stand [with all the Tribulation
Saints] on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they [Tribulation Martyred Saints - Gentiles and Jews,
after the Church Age] **sing the song of Moses the servant of God, **and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and
marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; Just and True are Thy ways, **Thou King of Saints. Who shall not
fear thee, O Lord, and Glorify Thy Name? for Thou only art Holy: for ***all Nations shall come and worship
before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest."

Marriage Feast - waymark #11: The Marriage Feast in Heaven --
"Matthew 25:1-13 Then shall the Kingdom of Heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet [Jesus] the
bridegroom. And five of them were wise ['‘born again'], and five were
foolish [not 'born again']. They that were foolish took their lamps, and
took no [Holy Spirit] oil with them: But the wise took [Holy Spirit] oil in
their vessels [body] with their lamps [spirit]. While the bridegroom
tarried [waited], they **all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there
was a cry made, **Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
Him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the
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foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your [Holy Spirit] oil; for our
lamps are gone out. ***But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you: ***put go ye rather to [God] Them
[Father, Son Jesus, Holy Spirit] that sell [for free], and buy [for free] for
yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and
they that were ready went in with Him ***to the Marriage: and the door
was shut. Afterward came also the **other virgins [from other
religions], saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But He [Jesus] answered and
said, Verily | say unto you, | know you not. **Watch [be alert] therefore,
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein [Jesus Christ] the Son
of Man cometh."”

The Marriage Feast in Heaven: "2 Corinthians 11:2-4 For | [Apostle Paul] am jealous over you [Christian Church]
with godly jealousy: for | have espoused you to one Husband [Jesus Christ], that | may present you as a chaste
virgin [Bride] to Christ. But | fear, lest by any means, as the serpent [Satan] beguiled Eve **through his subtilty, so
your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity [Gospel - free gift] that is in Christ [Jesus]. For if he [deceiver]
that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye [being deceived] receive another
[unclean] spirit, [the Holy Spirit] which ye have not received, or another gospel, [the true Gospel] which ye have
not accepted, ye might [by mistake] well bear [and tolerate being abused] with him [the deceiver]." -- Apparently
there is a unique Wedding Feast in Heaven that is strictly for the Christian Church (Bride) and Jesus. But ultimately
[and this seems to be the reason that the Marriage Supper is mentioned so vaguely in the Bible] the Wedding Feast
(Marriage Supper) is ALL inclusive (Revelation 19:7) encompassing ALL the Saints throughout all creation. This is
evident in the Bible in that technically throughout the Old Testament the Jews (Jeremiah 3:14) are the Bride of God
the Father, in the New Testament the Christian Church is the Bride (John 3:27-29) of Jesus Christ and the Martyred
Saints of Revelation are the Bride (Acts 2:21) of God the Holy Spirit. "Revelation 19:6-9 And | heard as it were the
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying,
Alleluia: for the Lord God [Jesus] omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for
**the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife [all the Saints since creation] hath made herself ready. And to
her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints. And he [Holy Angel] saith unto me [Apostle John], Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the True sayings of God."

Judgments of Revelation - waymark #12: The Seal Judgments of Jesus
Christ, the Trumpet Judgments of the Holy Spirit and the Bowl
[measured] Judgments of the Father - Each of the three groups of the
Revelation Judgments are administered in the oversight of God for
iInstance it is Jesus Himself that is breaking [removing the restraints]
of the Seal Judgments -- "Revelation 6:1-3 And | saw when the Lamb
[Jesus Christ] opened one of the seals, and | heard, as it were the
noise of thunder, one of the four beasts [Angels - Spirit beings] saying,
Come and see. And | saw, and behold a white horse: and he
[Antichrist] that sat on him had a bow; and a crown [kingdom of
Antichrist] was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to
conqgquer. And when He [Jesus Christ] had opened the second seal, |
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heard the second beast say, Come and see ..." -- "Revelation 8:2 And |
saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them [on behalf
of God] were given seven trumpets." -- "Revelation 16:1 And | heard a
great voice out of the Temple [in Heaven] saying to the seven angels,
Go your ways [on behalf of God], and pour out the vials (measured
amounts) **of the wrath (passion) of God upon the earth."

Holy, Holy, Holy, is the [One] LORD: Angels in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible are recorded as
saying, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD" this is in reference to the 'One' God; God the Father, Jesus the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. [Old Testament] Isaiah 6:3 And one (Angel) cried unto another, and said, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the
LORD of Hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.” - [New Testament] "Revelation 4:8 And the four beasts
(Angels - Spirit beings) had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not
day and night, saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, [Eternal] which was, and is, and is to come."

Kingdom of Antichrist - waymark #13: The Kingdom of the Antichrist,
The 7th Global Kingdom on earth -- "Revelation 17:10-11 And there are
seven [Global Gentile] kings: five [Nimrod (Tower of Babel), Pharaoh
Akhenaten (possibly Joseph's dream Pharaoh in Egypt - Genesis 41:1),
Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon), Cyrus (Persia), Alexander the Great
(Greece)] are fallen, and one is [Throne of Julius Caesar (Rome)], and
the other [Throne of Antichrist] is not yet come; and when he
[Antichrist] cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast
[Antichrist] that was [7th Kingdom], and is not [yet], even he is the
eighth [apparently after an assassination attempt he will appear to
have his own resurrection - his own eternal kingdom], and [but really]
iIs of the seven [7th Kingdom], and goeth into perdition [eternal
damnation].”

Mark of the Antichrist (Beast) 666: Just as the Christian Receives the Holy Spirit from God as a seal, a mark of
belonging to God, in the future Satan will counterfeit the 'Born Again' condition of the Christian with his own
Satanic version. Remember that the issue here is Eternal Life and who can provide it, the God who Created Life, or
the counterfeit and lies of Satan. Satan's counterfeit mark is the promise to offer eternal life yet Satan is not God
and does not have the ability to fulfill his promises and likewise Satan is not God and does not have the Triune
nature of God therefore Satan cannot give a spirit himself so continuing his counterfeit Satan seals the initiate with a
demonic spirit. It is this sad and permanent spiritual marriage/matting between the human and the demonic spirit
[Nirvana] that so alters the human that the human is no longer in the image that God created the human to be in and
is now therefore incapable of ever receiving salvation from God. The human with the Mark of Satan has forfeited
any opportunity to receive Salvation from God. - This demonic infusion (mingling - Nirvana) into the human spirit
and soul by the human receiving the Mark of the Beast (Antichrist) is best explained by the Old Testament Prophet
Daniel. "Daniel 2:42-45 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the (Satanic) kingdom
shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron [demons] mixed with miry (bad/unusable)
clay [people], they (demons) shall mingle themselves with the seed (soul) of men: but they shall not cleave [join]
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven {return
and} set up a Kingdom, [Eternal] which shall never be destroyed: and the Kingdom shall not be left to other (non-
Christian) people ...
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Kingdom of Jesus Christ - waymark #14: Millenial Reign, 1,000 year
Kingdom of Jesus Christ on earth -- "Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy
Is he [Saints] that hath part in the first resurrection [prior to the
second Judgment (Revelation 20:12)]: on such the second death
[second judgment (Revelation 20:12)] hath no power, but they [Saints]
**shall be priests of God and of Christ, **and shall reign with Him [on
earth] a thousand years."

The coming Millenial Reign: The Old Testament Prophet Isaiah best explains the Kingdom of Messiah both the 1st
coming childhood of Jesus and also the 2nd Coming Kingdom, Millennial Reign of the Messiah Jesus Christ.
"lsaiah 11:2-9 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him [Messiah - Jesus Christ], **the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And [as a
child - 1st Coming] shall make Him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and [2nd Coming - Kingdom
Reign] **He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of His ears: ***But with
righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and He shall smite the
earth with the rod [Word] of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked. And righteousness
shall be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His reins. The wolf [now tame] also shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard [no longer dangerous] shall lie down with the kid [baby goat]; and the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them [without the possibility of getting injured by them].
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and **the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp [snake], and the weaned child shall put his hand on the
cockatrice' [spider] den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My Holy Mountain: **for [during the 1,000 year reign
of Messiah - Jesus Christ] the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea."

Reconciliation - waymark #15: God and man reconciled - Reconciled
into more than the simple friendship of the original creation
relationship with Adam and Eve - Reconciled this time into a personal,
intimate and highly precious relationship between God and His
humanity -- "Revelation 21:3 And | heard a great voice out of Heaven
saying, Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed
away"

Reconciliation and oneness: The accomplishment of Jesus' High Priestly Prayer on the night of His betrayal in the
Garden of Gethsemane. "John 17:1-26 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father,
the hour is come; Glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may Glorify Thee: ... | have given them Thy Word; and the
world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. | pray not that Thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world,
even as | am not of the world. Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth. As Thou hast sent Me into the
world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the Truth. Neither pray | for these alone, but for them [Christians] also which shall believe on Me
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through their word; ***That they all [Christians] may be one; as Thou, Father, art in me, and | in Thee, that they
also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And the Glory which Thou gavest Me |
have given them; that they may be one [body - fellowship], even as we are One [God]: I in them, and Thou in Me,
that they may be made perfect [complete] in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast
loved them, as Thou hast loved Me. Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, **be with Me where |
am; that they may behold My Glory, which Thou hast given Me: for thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but | have known Thee, and these [Apostles] have
known that thou hast sent Me. And | have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it: that the love
wherewith thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them."

Conclusion: Eternity - The Eternal State -- "Revelation 21:1-3 And | saw
a new heaven (sky) and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And | John saw
the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of Heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her Husband. And | heard a great voice
out of Heaven saying, Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself
shall be with them, and be their God."

New Jerusalem: The Eternal city "Revelation 22:1-5 And He shewed me [Apostle John] a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the Throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there **the Tree of Life (Genesis 2:9), which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the Nations. And there shall be no more
curse: but the Throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: And they shall see
His [Jesus'] face; and His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever."

Coming Soon: Basic Christian - End Times Summit 2012

End Times Summit 2012: | think we can fit in the 2012 Basic Christian: End Times Summit before Holy Week 2012
and not have to wait until later in the year as was previously thought. -- Then we have Holy Week 2012. -- After
Holy Week there are some decisions to be made regarding the current Basic Christian Ministry. The plan is that the
current Basic Christian Ministry should be able to wrap up this year and any further Ministry material would be
transitioned from text (pdf, etc.) to video projects though transiting the website from text to video is not entirely
certain at this point though still highly likely. Conclusion: after Holy Week any future Basic Christian: Summits or
events [except for updates - i.e. Jesus Walk] would be posted in video (mp4) format and not in text as were the
previous blog postings. Though any final decisions regarding the website and ministry will only come after Easter
2012 and I'll keep the website posted and updated regarding any ministry status. ~ God bless everyone, David
Anson Brown

Coming this Summer-Fall: The Basic Christian: End Times Summit
2012

Update 01-27-2012: There probably won't be enough time to have an End Times Summit before Holy Week 2012,
so the schedule is going to be to work on Jesus Walk 2012 and a few other updating projects this Spring and into the
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Summer and then later in the Summer and into the Fall to have the Basic Christian: End Times Summit. ~ God
bless everyone, David Anson Brown

--- The Basic Christian: blog Postings are on an Extended Hiatus ---

The blog postings are scheduled to partially resume for Holy Week 2012 with the Jesus Walk 2012 Timeline
Devotion --- Starting Friday March 30th ---> Easter Sunday April 8th 2012.

Holiness Summit 2012 -- The Plan for the Basic Christian: Holiness
Summit 2012 is going to be to have 10 sessions (i.e. based on the 10
smaller wash basins of the Temple) that we can wash in as our
offerings to God during the Holiness Summit - As the 10 wash basins of
the Temple were in two groups of five each we are going to have two
groups of five sessions each -- "2 Chronicles 4:6 He [King Solomon]
made also ten lavers [wash basins], and put five on the right hand, and
five on the left, to wash [offerings] in them: such things as they offered
for the burnt offering they washed in them; but the sea [the Temples'
one large main wash basin] was for the priests to wash in."

Sessions: The first five sessions (wash basins for offering to God) are going to be centered on Christian Church
Councils-Creeds and the first five topics will be Jesus' Sermon on the Mount [Jesus' Sermon on Justification by
Faith (in Jesus) and not by the works of man], Holy Week [our Justification (Righteousness) towards God fulfilled
by Jesus (Romans 4:24-25)], The Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26), The Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:6) and
The Apostles' Creed [by Bishop Ambrose in about 390 A.D.] -- The second group of five sessions (wash basins) are
going to be Christian Church Theology topics -- Holiness Doctrines -- and for this series the topics will be Law,
Justification, Faith, Atonement and Adoption. -- "Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

The Sermon on the Mount - Jesus chose the time and the location, and
then with all of His invited Disciples gathered in attendance, Jesus
began to speak - The original Church Council meeting was now in
session -- "Matthew 5:1-2 And seeing the multitudes, He [Jesus] went
up into a Mountain: and when He was set [having taken a seat as a
Rabbi - Master Teacher], His disciples came unto Him: And He opened
His mouth, and taught them, saying ..."

Did Jesus really speak, saying? Blessed are those who tithe, blessed are those who put on a show and preach from
behind pulpits, blessed are those personality preachers who draw men after themselves, blessed are those who exert
themselves above others, blessed are the arrogant, blessed are the abusive and most of all blessed are those who
boast. Of course NOT though you wouldn't know it from Christianity today. Instead what Jesus really said was --
"Matthew 5:3-16 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed
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are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the Children of
God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in Heaven: for so persecuted they the Prophets which were
before you. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour [by striving against the Holy Spirit],
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of
men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put
it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. ..."

The Sermon on the Mount is not about one's own boasting because it is
not about ourselves as in a works relationship with God - The Sermon
on the Mount is about a personal Relationship with God so what is
mentioned are not works but our predicaments [i.e. Matthew 5:4
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.] along with
our desires, hopes and aspirations all focused on the Kingdom of God -
- "Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and **His
Righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

Conclusion: The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus' Sermon on our Justification (Righteousness) by Faith in Jesus and
not by any works of man. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is making it clear that any notion of a previous Law
Righteousness (Matthew 5:20) or of a Works Righteousness (Matthew 5:27-30) is completely inadequate and
unacceptable in the Kingdom of God. To the point that Jesus says that if even though you have your works and you
sin then cut off your arm (Matthew 5:30), illustrating the point that if a person were to cut off one arm or pluck out
one eye in an attempt at sinless self-works righteousness it wouldn't work because we would still have another arm
and another eye to sin with and even if we lost both arms and both eyes we still have our mouth to sin with so the
answer to our Righteousness is not in our works nor in the Law but ONLY by our faith in Jesus Christ. -- "Matthew
7:24-29 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine (Jesus), and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house Upon a Rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded Upon a Rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of
Mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of
it. And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at **His Doctrine: For He
taught them as One having Authority, and not as the scribes."

Holy Week - Like the previous Church Council (The Sermon on the
Mount) Jesus would also choose the time "this is the day" (Psalms
118:24), "this thy day" (Luke 19:42) for His Triumphal Entry and the
location "Jerusalem™ for this Church Council the Church Council of
Holy Week - Where all the previous Prophecies of Old and the
Teachings of Jesus would come together and actualize into our human
realm and into our human existence

Holy Week, where Prophesy and Preaching become reality. While still in the Upper Room on the night of the
Passover, just after Judas had departed to go and betray Jesus, Jesus spoke these words to His Disciples "John 14:1-
4 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me (Jesus). In My Father's House are many
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mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where | am, there ye may be also. And whither I go [to
Heaven] ye know, and the way [our Salvation in Jesus] ye know." -- Later that same night as Jesus and the
Disciples were on route to the Garden of Gethsemane [the Garden of Destiny] Jesus would speak these wods to His
Disciples "John 16:5-16 But now I (Jesus) go My way to Him (Father) that sent Me; and none of you (Disciples)
asketh Me, Whither goest Thou? But because | have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.
Nevertheless | tell you the Truth; It is expedient for you that | go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter [Holy
Spirit] will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him [i.e. itself] (Holy Spirit) unto you. And when He is
come, He [Holy Spirit] will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they
believe not on Me (Jesus); Of righteousness, because | go to My Father, and ye see Me no more; Of judgment,
because the Prince of this World (Satan) is judged. | have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now. Howbeit when He [Holy Spirit], the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all Truth: for He shall not
speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come. He
(Holy Spirit) shall glorify Me (Jesus): for He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you [Disciples]. All
things that the Father hath are Mine: therefore said I, that He shall take of Mine, and shall shew it unto you. A little
while [the cross], and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while [the resurrection], and ye shall see Me, because |
go to the Father." -- Jesus will conclude His teachings to His Disciples in His "High Priestly Prayer” (John 17:1-26)
with these Words "John 17:22-26 And the Glory which Thou (Father) gavest Me (Jesus) | have given them
(Disciples); that they may be one, even as We (Father, Son-Jesus, Holy Spirit) are One: | (Jesus) in them
(Disciples), and Thou (Father) in Me (Jesus), that they (Disciples) may be made perfect [complete] in one; and that
the world may know that Thou (Father) hast sent Me (Jesus), and hast loved them (Disciples), as thou hast loved
Me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given Me, **be with Me where | am; that they may behold My
Glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the
world hath not known Thee: but I have known Thee, and these (Disciples) have known that Thou hast sent Me. And
I have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in
them, and | in them."”

Holy Week - Where the restoration desires of God became attainable to
mankind -- "Matthew 26:26-28 And as they were eating [the Passover],
Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
Disciples, and said, Take, eat; **this is My body. And He took the cup,
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For
**this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for
the remission of sins.”

Conclusion: The multiple events of Holy Week [4 Feasts] are segmented but still combine into the one Passover
Celebration. Jesus entered Jerusalem and with His presence the Triumphal Entry, on the Sabbath (Saturday) fulfilled
the Feast of Sabbath [biblically the Triumphal Entrance of Jesus was on a Saturday (Mark 11:11, Acts 1:12) though
today we celebrate it on Sunday as Palm Sunday]. The Night of the Feast of the Lord's Passover Jesus instituted the
New Testament by His body and His blood. The Feast of Unleavened Bread was fulfilled the next day by Jesus'
death on the cross. Three days later with the resurrection of Jesus and His giving to His Disciples the Firstfruits of
His Resurrection Spirit Life (John 20:22) the Feast day of Firstfruits began to be fulfilled in the Church. Four
separate events [Feast Days] yet all four are required and combined into the one Passover Celebration, the
celebration of life as death has passed over. It is the restoration of eternal life where an unsaved person has become
saved. The "salvation™ event in the life of a believer is not just one solo event i.e. confessing Jesus as God but more
accurately our confession is four events in one statement: 1. Jesus is King, Messiah of the Virgin Birth (our Sabbath
rest), 2. The New Testament (Passover, promises of God), 3. The Cross (redemption - removal [payment] regarding
our sin), 4. The Resurrection (salvation - receiving the 'born again' resurrection salvation Spirit from Jesus [John
20:22] - our Firstfruits of the Holy Spirit [Romans 8:23]) -- "Romans 4:24-25 But for us (believers) also, to whom it
[faith - faith in Jesus' events/works of Holy Week] shall be **imputed (imputed righteousness), if we believe on
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Him [Father (Galatians 1:1), Jesus (John 10:17-18), Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11)] that raised up Jesus our Lord from
the dead; Who was [during Holy Week] delivered [the cross] for our offences, and was raised again [His
resurrection] for our justification.” - Note: after Salvation via the established events of Holy Week there is the
additional event of Pentecost and the empowering of the Holy Spirit given to an already 'born again' Christian. Later
still are the three additional, future Fall Feasts [Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and the Feast
of Tabernacles (Sukkot)].

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit - The Apostle Paul's, Holy Spirit given,
Creed of the Fruits of the Holy Spirit -- "Galatians 5:22-26 But the fruit
of the (Holy) Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: **against such there is no
law. And they that are Christ's have crucified [dead to this world] the
flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live [living in the Kingdom of
God] in the (Holy) Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be
[worldly] desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one
another."

The Apostle Paul would later write -- "Ephesians 5:6-21 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of
these [disobedience] things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore
partakers with them. For ye were [before] sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as Children
of Light: **For the fruit of the (Holy) Spirit is in all Goodness and Righteousness and Truth; proving what is
acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are
made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore He [Holy Spirit - Isaiah 60:1-
3,61:1] saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not
unwise, but understanding what the will of [Jesus] the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but
be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God."”

Council of Jerusalem - The Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:6-31) [in
about 49 A.D. or 52 A.D.] where we read of the first General Church
Council - The first Church Council w/o Jesus physically presiding
though presiding in the empowerment of the Holy Spirit [the council of
Acts 1:15 (in about 33 A.D.) was just prior to Pentecost in Acts 2:1] - A
serious question of doctrine arose, and "the Apostles and the
Presbyters came together to consider this matter” - The decree of the
Council of Jerusalem went on, then, to establish a binding obligation
upon all Christians in the local churches of Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
"that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things
strangled, and from sexual immorality” (Acts 15:29) - Did the local
churches bristle at this imposition of doctrine and practice from the
ecclesiastical leadership of the whole Church? Not at all, but rather
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they "rejoiced over its encouragement" (Acts 15:31) -- {Note: The
Church Creeds [Jerusalem, Nicene, etc.] are important and relevant to
all of Christianity. The Jerusalem Creed [1st Church Council about 49
A.D. in Jerusalem] has 4 Cornerstones the fourth one being not to
offend traditional Jews. Since one of the Cornerstones of the 1st
Church Council is to support Jews and Traditional Judaism it is an
original and longstanding tenant that true Christianity acknowledges
its debt and emergence from (God ordained) Mosaic Judaism. "Acts
1:20-21 But that we [Apostles] write unto them [Gentile Christians], (1.)
that they abstain from [occult] pollutions of idols, (2.) and from
[immorality] fornication, (3.) and from things [cruelty] strangled, (4.)
and from [Levitical] blood. **For Moses of old time hath [traditional
Jews] in every city them that preach him (Moses), being read in the
synagogues every Sabbath day." -- Also Note: The personal change
among each individual Apostle seems to have been substantial as it
encompassed their personalities, individual behavior and individual
outlook on life - Therefore the majority of the Biblical writings of the
Apostles is directed at a certain amount of expected godly behavior
modification in the lives of each new Christian convert. But by the time
the Christian Church matured into the later Church Councils [i.e. the
Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D.] the majority of the entire Church
Councils were no longer about individual Christian behavior
modification but instead became vested, almost exclusively, in
individual Christian though, knowledge and doctrine. Though now
Pastor Rick Warren and many others are dramatically shifting the
current Christian Church away from thought, creeds and doctrines and
are again shifting the Christian Church back into the realm of behavior
modification [Purpose Driven - yoking works] but disastrously it is not a
return to the original behavior modification (Acts 15:6-31) and godly
accountability the Church Apostles sought for each Christian convert
but is instead a behavior modification that is directing each individual
away from Christianity by linking them back into the abyss of the
world.}

The Council of Jerusalem: We may prove this quite readily by turning to Acts 15:6-31, where we read of the first
General Church Council. A serious question of doctrine arose, and "the apostles and the presbyters came together to
consider this matter" (Acts 15:6). After hearing the arguments and testimony of Peter, Paul and Barnabas, the leader
of the Council, James [half brother of Jesus, writer of the book of James], then passed a decree with the words,
"Therefore | judge™” (Acts 15:19, 'dio ego krino'). This passage describes no truly democratic process, but rather it
describes submission to the judgment of a central ecclesiastical authority [an authority completely submitted to
Jesus Christ]. -- After receiving the judgment of James, "it pleased the apostles and presbyters together with the
whole Church™ (Acts 15:22: 'apostolois kai tois presbyterois syn hole ekklesia') to dispatch delegates with a letter
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promulgating the decree of the Council. The council then drafted a letter in the name of “the apostles and the
brother-presbyters” (Acts 15:23: 'hoi apostoloi kai hoi presbyteroi adelphoi'). This phrasing, and especially the
apposition of ‘presbyteroi’ and ‘adelphoi’, is quite precise in establishing the authority of the decision of the Council
in the office of the ministers who serve and lead the Church, as opposed to a democratic process. -- Does the phrase
"whole Church™ here refer to the universal Church, or merely to the entirety of the congregation at Jerusalem.
Recalling that the leadership of the Council was comprised of the apostles who were planting local churches in the
Hellenistic world, delegates of the Hellenistic churches, and the presbyters of the church at Jerusalem, we can only
rightly conclude that they spoke in the name of the universal Church. Indeed, the letter explicitly states that the
authors speak in the authority of the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:28); since Paul tells us that it is by one Spirit that we were
baptized into one body (1 Cor. 12:13) which is Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) and over which Christ is the head (1 Eph.
1:22-23), when Luke writes in Acts 15:22 of the leadership of the whole Church assenting to the decree of James
which is binding on all Gentile Christians, he is necessarily speaking of the Church in its universal or catholic sense.
-- The Council then sent the letter to the local churches in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. This letter remarks that the
false doctrine which the council repudiated was in fact discernibly false because "we gave no such commandments”
(Acts 15:24). Hence, the Bible tells us that right doctrine is subject to the discernment of the leadership of the whole
Church. The decree of the Council of Jerusalem went on, then, to establish a binding obligation upon all Christians
in the local churches of Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: "that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from
things strangled, and from sexual immorality” (Acts 15:29). Did the local churches bristle at this imposition of
doctrine and practice from the ecclesiastical leadership of the whole Church? Not at all, but rather they "rejoiced
over its encouragement” (Acts 15:31). Clearly, the Bible itself sets a precedent for the government of the universal
Church by means of General Councils.

The Apostles' Creed - Sometimes titled Symbol of the Apostles, is an
early statement of Christian belief, a creed or "symbol" - It is widely
used by a number of Christian denominations for both liturgical and
catechetical purposes, most visibly by liturgical Churches of Western
tradition, including the Latin Rite of the Roman Catholic Church,
Lutheranism, the Anglican Communion, and Western Orthodoxy - It is
also used by Presbyterians, Methodists, and Congregationalists -- The
earlier text [The Old Roman Symbol, or Old Roman Creed -
Wikipedia.org] evolved from simpler texts based on Matthew 28:19 "Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" and it has been argued
that it was already in written form by the late second century (circa
180 A.D.) - The title, Symbolum Apostolicum (Symbol or Creed of the
Apostles), appears for the first time in a letter from a Council in Milan
(the letter probably written by Bishop Ambrose of Milan) to Pope
Siricius in about 390 A.D. "Let them give credit to the Creed of the
Apostles, which the Roman Church has always kept and preserved
undefiled" - But what existed at that time was not what is now known
as the Apostles' Creed but a shorter statement of belief -- Apostles'
Creed "l believe (faith) in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord: who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended to the
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dead. the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen."

While the individual statements of belief that are included in the Apostles' Creed - even those not found in the Old
Roman Symbol - are found in various writings by Irenaeus, Tertullian, Novatian, Marcellus, Rufinus, **Ambrose
(about 337 A.D. - 397 A.D.), Augustine, Nicetus, and Eusebius Gallus, the earliest appearance of what we know as
the Apostles' Creed was in the De singulis libris canonicis scarapsus ("Excerpt from Individual Canonical Books")
of St. Priminius (Migne, Patrologia Latina 89, 1029 ff.), written between 710 A.D. and 714 A.D. This longer Creed
seems to have arisen in what is now France and Spain. Charlemagne imposed it throughout his dominions, and it
was finally accepted in Rome, where the Old Roman Creed or similar formulas had survived for centuries. -- {Note:
The Christian Church historically has sought in large to be directed by the Gospels and the Apostolic Epistles of the
New Testament - The Apostles' Creed is a classic and still currently relevant example of how true to form the
Doctrines of the Church have remained in being faithful to the "common salvation” (Jude 1:3) as it was initially
delivered to the Christian Church.}

Wikipedia: Ambrose - Aurelius Ambrosius, better known in English as
Saint Ambrose (about 337 A.D. - 4 April 397), was a bishop of Milan
who became one of the most influential ecclesiastical figures of the
4th century - He was one of the four original doctors (of particular
importance) of the Roman Catholic Church - In spite of Imperial
opposition, Bishop Ambrose declared: "If you demand my person, | am
ready to submit: carry me to prison or to death, | will not resist; but |
will never betray the Church of Christ. I will not call upon the people to
succour [help] me; | will die at the foot of the altar rather than desert
it. The tumult of the people | will not encourage: but God alone can
appease it." - Soon after acquiring the undisputed possession of the
Roman empire, Emperor Theodosius died at Milan in 395 A.D., and two
years later (April 4, 397 A.D.) Ambrose also died - He was succeeded
as bishop of Milan by Simplician - Ambrose's body may still be viewed
in the church of S. Ambrogio in Milan, where it has been continuously
venerated - along with the bodies identified in his time as being those
of St. Gervase and St. Protase - and is one of the oldest extant bodies
of historical personages known outside Egypt

Bishop of Milan: In the late 4th century there was a deep conflict in the diocese of Milan between the Catholics and
Arians. In 374 the bishop of Milan, Auxentius, an Arian, died, and the Arians challenged the succession. Ambrose
went to the church where the election was to take place, to prevent an uproar, which was probable in this crisis. His
address was interrupted by a call "Ambrose, bishop!", which was taken up by the whole assembly. Ambrose was
known to be Catholic in belief, but also acceptable to Arians due to the charity shown in theological matters in this
regard. At first he energetically refused the office, for which he was in no way prepared: Ambrose was neither
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baptized nor formally trained in theology. Upon his appointment, St. Ambrose fled to a colleague's home seeking to
hide. Upon receiving a letter from the Emperor Gratian praising the appropriateness of Rome appointing individuals
evidently worthy of holy positions, St. Ambrose's host gave Ambrose up. Within a week, Ambrose was baptized,
ordained and duly consecrated bishop of Milan. As bishop, he immediately adopted an ascetic lifestyle, apportioned
his money to the poor, donating all of his land, making only provision for his sister Marcellina (who later became a
nun), and committed the care of his family to his brother. Ambrose also wrote a treatise by the name of "The
Goodness Of Death". -- Ambrose and Arians: According to legend, Ambrose immediately and forcefully stopped
Arianism in Milan. He studied theology with Simplician, a presbyter of Rome. Using his excellent knowledge of
Greek, which was then rare in the West, to his advantage, he studied the Hebrew Bible and Greek authors like
Philo, Origen, Athanasius, and Basil of Caesarea, with whom he was also exchanging letters. He applied this
knowledge as preacher, concentrating especially on exegesis of the Old Testament, and his rhetorical abilities
impressed Augustine of Hippo, who hitherto had thought poorly of Christian preachers. In the confrontation with
Arians, Ambrose sought to theologically refute their propositions, which were heretical. The Arians appealed to
many high level leaders and clergy in both the Western and Eastern empires. Although the western Emperor Gratian
held orthodox belief in the Nicene creed, the younger Valentinian Il, who became his colleague in the Empire,
adhered to the Arian creed. Ambrose did not sway the young prince's position. In the East, Emperor Theodosius |
likewise professed the Nicene creed; but there were many adherents of Arianism throughout his dominions,
especially among the higher clergy. In this contested state of religious opinion, two leaders of the Arians, bishops
Palladius of Ratiaria and Secundianus of Singidunum, confident of numbers, prevailed upon Gratian to call a
general council from all parts of the empire. This request appeared so equitable that he complied without hesitation.
However, Ambrose feared the consequences and prevailed upon the emperor to have the matter determined by a
council of the Western bishops. Accordingly, a synod composed of thirty-two bishops was held at Aquileia in the
year 381 A.D. Ambrose was elected president and Palladius, being called upon to defend his opinions, declined. A
vote was then taken, when Palladius and his associate Secundianus were deposed from the episcopal office.
Nevertheless, the increasing strength of the Arians proved a formidable task for Ambrose. In 385 or 386 the
emperor and his mother Justina, along with a considerable number of clergy and laity, especially military, professed
Arianism. They demanded two churches in Milan, one in the city (the basilica of the Apostles), the other in the
suburbs (St Victor's), to the Arians. Ambrose refused and was required to answer for his conduct before the council.
He went, his eloguence in defense of the Church reportedly overawed the ministers of Emperor Valentinian, so he
was permitted to retire without making the surrender of the churches. The day following, when he was performing
divine service in the basilica, the prefect of the city came to persuade him to give up at least the Portian basilica in
the suburbs. As he still continued obstinate, the court proceeded to violent measures: the officers of the household
were commanded to prepare the Basilica and the Portian churches to celebrate divine service upon the arrival of the
emperor and his mother at the ensuing festival of Easter. -- In spite of Imperial opposition, Bishop Ambrose
declared: "If you demand my person, | am ready to submit: carry me to prison or to death, I will not resist; but I will
never betray the church of Christ. I will not call upon the people to succour me; | will die at the foot of the altar
rather than desert it. The tumult of the people I will not encourage: but God alone can appease it."

Holiness Summit 2012 -- The first group of five sessions (wash basins),
centered on Christian Church Councils-Creeds, has concluded -- The
second group of five sessions (wash basins) centering on Christian
Church Theology topics and Holiness Doctrines will begin soon!

Sessions: The second group of five sessions (wash basins) are going to be Christian Church Theology topics --
Holiness Doctrines -- and for this series the topics will be Law, Justification, Faith, Atonement and Adoption. --
"Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

Law - "Matthew 22:36-39 Master, which is the great commandment in
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the law? Jesus said unto him, [Deuteronomy 6:5] Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like
unto it, [Leviticus 19:18] Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." --
The Law is not a series of events to be accomplished by an
unaccomplished mankind nor is the Law a hidden trap to keep people
from the True knowledge of God but rather the Law of God is both an
Image and a boundary - It is the Image [Word] of God (John 1:1) and is
also a boundary (Exodus 19:23) to keep mankind while in sin, away
from God. -- "John 1:1-14 In the beginning was the Word [Jesus with
Authority], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... And
the Word [as revealed to us in the Law] was made flesh [entered our
physical realm], and dwelt among us, and we (Apostles) beheld His
Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and
Truth.”

"Exodus 19:23 And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai: for Thou chargedst us,
saying, Set bounds [a boundary] about the Mount, and sanctify [set apart] it." -- The Law does not take us into the
presence of God but only to a boundary that actually keeps us apart from God. The original law in the Garden of
Eden (Genesis 2:17) was a boundary a boundary between mankind and the experience and knowledge of evil.
Mankind crossed God's Law boundary and went into the knowledge of evil [God continued to give mankind the
knowledge of good]. With mankind now knowledgeable of evil the Law is not just a boundary from evil but out of
necessity the Law has now also become a boundary between mankind and the Holiness of God. - The Law is the
Image and Holiness of God and therefore the Law now reveals God to a separated mankind (Matthew 5:17-18) and
once seeing God in His Holy Law mankind can easily recognize the need for mankind to be separated from the
presence and Glory of the Holy God. Separated from God that is only until a remedy can be provided to fix man's
sinful predicament and remove the boundary of sin and of the Law. The remedy for our predicament and separation
from God has been provided but not in our life, only in a new life, in the Resurrection Life provided by God's Son
Jesus Christ. The Law was actually a boundary keeping sinful people apart from the Holy God but after being
cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ and with the finality of His death (Romans 6:23) on the cross [full payment
for our sins] with the resurrection of Jesus the Holy Spirit then removed the boundary of the law from us and
reconciled us (Colossians 1:20) into the actual perceivable presence of God. -- "Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man
is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified.” -- {A side note: no person has ever kept (fulfilled) the Law only Jesus has fulfilled the Law
because the Law represents God. In the same way no person has ever fulfilled any of the Holy Feast days because
like the Laws of Israel the Feasts of Israel are intended to represent God and be accomplished by God and not by
mankind.}

Justification - is a part of our imputed righteousness, meaning that
righteousness (justification) is not something that we earn it is
something we receive, it has been given to us as a free gift from God -
Though once imputed to us it should be evident in our life (James 2:22-
24) - How do we fallen humans become Righteous and Justified in the
sight of God, it's not by our works [trying to become righteous] but only
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by our faith [receiving God's free gift] in what God our Savior has
already completed for us -- "1 Corinthians 6:10-11 Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
Kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but
ye are sanctified, but ye are **justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God." -- "Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh
not, but believeth on Him (Jesus) that Justifieth the ungodly, his faith
Is counted for righteousness.”

"Titus 3:3-8 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God
[Jesus] our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which He shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; **That being justified by His Grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that
they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good [i.e. genuine] works. These things are good and
profitable unto men."

Faith - Belief (vb.) Faith (n.) -- Belief [Pisteuo - G4100, verb], Faith
[Pistis - G4102, noun] {G4100 (Belief) KJV Authorized Version
Translation Count - Total: 248 - believe 239, commit unto 4, commit to
(one's) trust 1, be committed unto 1, be put in trust with 1, be commit
to one's trust 1, believer 1} -- {G4102 (Faith) KJV Authorized Version
Translation Count - Total: 244 - faith 239, assurance 1, believe + 1537
1, belief 1, them that believe 1, fidelity 1 -- blueletterbible.org}

"Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live
by faith." -- The Bible has one specific meaning for the word faith. Faith is specifically a faith in the resurrection of
Jesus. Faith does not mean, "I have faith that God will pay the bills." God may or may not pay the bills, either way
God is doing a work and He has a purpose for whatever He does or doesn't do. The faith, the one and only Christian
faith, is in the resurrection of Jesus. When we have true faith the belief in the resurrection of Jesus and that through
Jesus we too will be resurrected to everlasting life with Jesus in heaven, then who really cares about anything else?
Who cares if the bills don't get paid? Who cares what the governments of the world are doing? who cares if disease
is racking the body? When there is faith in eternity, then the things of this world take a back seat to the things of
God. Faith in the resurrection does free us up; it frees us up from the worries of this world. Sure there are bills to be
paid, corrupt governments and illnesses to be dealt with, but when we deal with life in the context of eternity and
the living caring God we are then freed up to make better decisions with more choices. "Galatians 2:20 | am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." -- The two Greek words Pistis (faith)
and Pisteuo (belief) are the same word with two different endings just like talk and talking. In English we do not say
faith and faithing, but we say faith and belief, just like we might say talk and speak. Faith and belief are the same
word, they both mean trust. Sometimes we think that if only I believe then | would gain faith, except that is like
saying if only I could speak then I could talk. Faith (trust) does not come from believing (trusting), but is a product
of love and love is a product of a relationship. -- "Galatians 5:6 ... but faith which worketh by love."” Love comes
First and then Faith (trust) comes from love. Our faith in Jesus comes from our love of Jesus. (source:
BasicChristian.org/theology.html)
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Atonement - Jesus became a man "And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us" (John 1:14) primarily for the main reason of offering
Atonement on our behalf to God the Father - Sinful man is unable to
offer eternal atonement, man being unable to save ourselves from our
own sin - Necessitating that God become a human High Priest and
offer an eternal sacrifice (Himself), one that would provide Eternal
Salvation to all mankind, all those who would answer the calling of
God and enter into an eternal relationship with God - Through the
provided and completed Atonement of Jesus Christ - Atonement
happened for mankind at one time, in one location, the cross of Jesus
Christ -- "Romans 5:11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement."

Atonement is an offering, a High Priest offering, it is an offering from man (only the High Priest) on behalf of all
men to God and then God either accepts the offering (atonement) or God rejects the offering (non-atonement) and
the result is universal to all men either there is atonement or there isn't, there is no partial-atonement. -- "Hebrews
7:11-28 If therefore perfection [completion] were by the Levitical priesthood, for under it the people received the
[Levitical] law [at Mt. Sinai], what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of
Melchisedec [Melchizedek - Genesis 14:18-22] , and not be called after the [Levitical] order of Aaron? For the
priesthood being changed [from Levitical to Melchizedek], there is made of necessity a change also of the law [Old
Testament to New Testament]. For He (Jesus) of whom these [High Priest] things are spoken pertaineth to another
tribe [Judah, not Levi], of which [Tribe of Judah - Tribe of the Kings] no man gave attendance at the [Levitical -
Tribe of Levi - Tribe of the Priests] altar. For it is evident that our Lord [Jesus] sprang out of Juda [Tribe of Judah];
of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident: for that after the
similitude of Melchisedec (Melchizedek) there ariseth another priest, [Eternal] Who is made, not after the law of a
carnal commandment, but after the power of an [Eternal] endless life. For He [Holy Spirit] testifieth, [Psalm 110:4]
"Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec” (Melchizedek). For there is verily a disannulling of the
commandment [Levitical Laws - O.T.] going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. For the (O.T.)
law made nothing perfect [completed], but the bringing in of a better hope [Promises of God] did; ***by the which
we draw nigh unto God. And inasmuch as not without an oath [with an oath, promise - Psalm 110:4] He (Jesus) was
made Priest (Eternal - High Priest): For those [Levi] priests were made without an oath; but this (N.T.) with an oath
by Him [Father] that said unto Him [Jesus], The Lord sware and will not repent, [Psalm 110:4] "Thou art a Priest
for ever after the order of Melchisedec” (Melchizedek): By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better Testament
(N.T.) And they truly were many [Levi] priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death:
***But this man (Jesus, our High Priest), because He continueth ever [eternal], hath an unchangeable priesthood.
***\Wherefore He (Jesus) is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing **He ever
[eternal] liveth to make intercession for them [sinners]. For such an High Priest [Jesus] became [i.e. fittingly for] us,
who is Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made Higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily,
as those [Levi] high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this He (Jesus)
did once, when He offered up Himself (on the cross). For the [Levitical] law maketh men [Levi] High Priests which
have infirmity; but the Word of the Oath [Promises of God], which was since the law [Psalm 110 via King David
came years after the law via Moses and Mt. Sinai], maketh the Son, who is consecrated [lit. complete] for
evermore.” -- Even in the Old Testament the atonement was not limited to just Israel as in practice it was a universal
atonement from the one High Priest of Israel on behalf of all mankind. [Old Testament] "2 Chronicles 6:32-33
Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of Thy people Israel, but is come from a far country for Thy Great
Name's sake, and Thy mighty hand, and Thy stretched out arm; if they come and pray in this House [Temple,
greater Temple area]; Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, and do according to all that
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the stranger calleth to Thee for; that all people of the earth may know Thy Name, and fear thee, as doth Thy people
Israel, and may know that this House [Temple] which I [King Solomon] have built is called by Thy Name." -- The
Levitical Atonement was both a yearly reminder of sin and also an instructional for better things to come
[permanent sacrifice] through the Messiah but the O.T. atonement did not 'save' Israel or anyone from their sins as
the [atonement] blood of bulls and goats did not save anyone, Jew or Gentile. "Hebrews 10:4-5 For it is not
possible that the blood of bulls and of goats [Old Testament Levitical atonement] should take away sins. Wherefore
when He (Jesus-Messiah) cometh into the world, He saith, [Levitical] Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not
[didn't want], but a body [sacrifice - offering] hast thou prepared [made] Me:" -- The Old Testament atonement was
in a sense universal in that there was the one Jewish High Priest offering to God on behalf of mankind and yes there
were probably problems (i.e. John 2:16) with the administration of the O.T. atonement. Since the O.T. atonement
was universal in form (not necessarily in function) how much more is the one offering of the Messiah, Jesus Christ
universal to all. But unlike the previous O.T. Levitical administration the administration of the Melchizedek
Priesthood is complete, trustworthy and without any errors. "Hebrews 9:11-15 But [Jesus] Christ being come an
[human] High Priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect Tabernacle, not made with hands, that is
to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into
the Holy Place [Heaven], having obtained **eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth [Levitical redemption] to the purifying of the flesh: **How
much more shall the [N.T. Salvation] blood of Christ, who through the eternal [Holy] Spirit offered Himself [as a
human for Atonement] without spot to God [Father], purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? And for this cause He (Jesus) is the mediator of the New Testament, that by means of death [payment for sin
(Romans 6:23)], for the redemption of the transgressions (sins) that were [kept, covered] under the first testament
(O.T.), they which are called [all dispensations] might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

Adoption - Prior to 'Adoption’ a person must first become a 'born again’
Child of God (John 3:3) and then after becoming a Child of God, and it
iIs only Children of God, that later receive the Adoption of God and with
Adoption the accompanying Inheritance as Sons/Daughters of God --
"Romans 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, [Children of God]
which have the Firstfruits of the [Holy] Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, **waiting for the adoption [Sonship/Daughtership)], to
whit, the redemption of our body."

"John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be *born again [become a
Child of God], he cannot see the Kingdom of God." -- Adoption Biblically is slightly different than what we think
of as adoption. For instance a stranger is not adopted into the family of God, like the concept we have of adoption
where a non-family member becomes a family member through adoption. The Biblical concept of adoption is
confirmation of adulthood of an existing family member and with adulthood comes privileges and inheritance "as
Sons". In the Bible Jacob actually adopted his two grandchildren Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob did not need to
adopt them to make them family but he did need to adopt them to give them an inheritance in the promise land.
Indeed Ephraim and Manasseh did receive inheritances in the promise land just like their uncles did, because they
were adopted as sons and received the same inheritance as their uncles the sons of Jacob. - We are born into the
family of God, through faith in the resurrection of Jesus in the new covenant. Jesus spoke to Nicodemus and told
him that he must be "Born Again™ in order to see the Kingdom of God, [in Jesus the kingdom of God is now
available] the First step to becoming a member in the family of God is to be born into the family as a child of God
and that is done by the person accepting the covenant of God that we are His creation separated by our sin and that
He loves us and died for our sins on the cross and then He resurrected from death to reconcile us to Him in His
resurrection life. When we accept the "New Covenant” we are now in a correct relationship with God, we
acknowledge that God exists and that we desire to have a relationship with Him. We have asked for forgiveness of
our sins, we are now cleansed from our sin, we are now clean and God in Spirit has come inside of us giving us a
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new life in Him, our new birth into His family as a child of God. - Once we are a "born again” child of God we are
then predestined (appointed outcome) to the adoption. The actual adoption [to sons] takes place later, when we
physically die and our spirit and soul enter the visible presence of God where we are then adopted as sons of God
and being sons of God we then receive an inheritance in heaven in the visible presence of God. -- "Romans 8:14-17
For as many [born again Children of God] as are led by the Spirit of God, they are [through predestination] the sons
of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The [Holy] Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are **the Children of
God: And if children, then heirs [Sons/Daughters]; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with Him, that we may be also glorified together."”

Conclusion: We have concluded our Basic Christian: Holiness Summit
2012 - And like the Priests of old we have gone to the Temple [Jesus]
and have washed our offerings to God - And not only have we washed
our offerings in the wash basins throughout the Temple - But as Priests
of the Believers' Priesthood we have washed in the Temple's one Sea
in the precious water of the Holy Bible -- "Ephesians 5:24-27 Therefore
as the Church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; That He might sanctify
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word [Bible], That He
might present it [Church] to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish."

"Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." -- In any Bible study regarding holiness,
sanctification and offerings to God the question then becomes, who is a Priest? Who, is able to offer to God a
sacrifice of service and adoration that is an acceptable offering? -- "Revelation 5:9-10 And they [redeemed
Christians] sung a new song, saying, Thou (Jesus) art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation; ***And hast made us [Christians] unto our God kings and **priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

Coming Soon: Basic Christian - Holiness Summit 2012

Holiness Summit 2012 - An excellent opportunity to look at Holiness Doctrines to see where the Holiness
Movement historically has been and also to see what changes can be made in order to better present the movement,
revitalize the movement for today and help move it on into the future.

Basic Christian: blog History Study - Christian Church History - The 8
Kingdoms of the World (PDF)

Nimrod, Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, [Revised Rome - NWQO] Antichrist, Millennial (1,000 year)
Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ and the complete Christian Church History.
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-- Rebroadcast -- The Basic Christian: Blog History Study - Church
History

The Church History Study is being rebroadcasted in order from beginning to end.

-- The 'blog History Study' is dedicated to the Glory of God, the Son, the
Savior Jesus Christ!

Heavenly Father, | pray for Your blessing upon this study that we might better know You through Your tremendous,
faithful and historical works that You have accomplished and in what You continue to accomplish throughout Your
Glorious Christian Church Age, the one True Church, the Church of God on earth and in Heaven, Jesus Christ being
the foundation the beginning and the eventual conclusion of His Church. - Amen!

Basic Christian: blog Church History Study

« 0A.D.-312 AD. -- Birth of Jesus and the Early Church Age

« 313 A.D. - 1521 A.D. -- Birth of Revised Rome and the Holy Roman Empire

« 1522 A.D. - 1880 A.D. -- Indigenous Bible Translations and Doctrines Era - The Reformation - Ulrich Zwingli,
Martin Luther, William Tyndale, etc.

« 1881 - Present (2011) -- Corrupt modern bible translations and compromised Seminaries and Universities - The
modern Emergent [return to occult/paganism] Era - Westcott and Hort (1881), NIV (1972) Zondervan, NKJV
(1979) Thomas Nelson Inc., ESV (2001) Crossway, etc.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} The O.T. Book of Malachi - As the
final Book of the Old Testament closes, the pronouncement of God's
justice and the promise of His restoration through the coming Messiah
Is ringing in the ears of the Israelites - Four hundred years of
[Scriptual] silence ensues [the 400 years are very active years, i.e. the
Kingdoms of Persia, Greece and Rome], ending with a similar message
from God's next prophet, John the Baptist, proclaiming, "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is near" (Matthew 3:2) - Malachi 3:1-6 is a
prophecy concerning John the Baptist - He was the Messenger of the
Lord sent to prepare the way (Matthew 11:10) for the Messiah, Jesus
Christ

Purpose of Writing: The Book of Malachi is an oracle: The word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi (1:1). This
was God's warning through Malachi to tell the people to turn back to God. As the final book of the Old Testament
closes, the pronouncement of God's just and the promise of His restoration through the coming Messiah is ringing
in the ears of the Israelites. Four hundred years of silence ensues, ending with a similar message from God's next
prophet, John the Baptist, proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near" (Matthew 3:2). Key Verses:
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Malachi 1:6, "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If | am a father, where is the honor due me? If | am
a master, where is the respect due me?" says the Lord Almighty. "It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my
name." Malachi 3:6-7, "I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the
time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will
return to you, says the Lord Almighty." Brief Summary: Malachi wrote the words of the Lord to God's chosen
people who had gone astray, especially the priests who had turned from the Lord. Priests were not treating the
sacrifices they were to make to God seriously. Animals with blemishes were being sacrificed even though the law
demanded animals without defect (Deuteronomy 15:21). The men of Judah were dealing with the wives of their
youth treacherously and wondering why God would not accept their sacrifices. Also, people were not tithing as they
should have been (Leviticus 27:30, 32). But in spite of the people’s sin and turning away from God, Malachi
reiterates God's love for His people (Malachi 1:1-5) and His promises of a coming Messenger (Malachi 2:17-3:5).
Foreshadowings: Malachi 3:1-6 is a prophecy concerning John the Baptist. He was the Messenger of the Lord sent
to prepare the way (Matthew 11:10) for the Messiah, Jesus Christ. John preached repentance and baptized in the
name of the Lord, thus preparing the way for Jesus' first advent. But the Messenger who comes "suddenly to the
Temple™ is Christ Himself in His second advent when He comes in power and might (Matthew 24). At that time, He
will "purify the sons of Levi" (v. 3), meaning that those who exemplified the Mosaic Law would themselves need
purification from sin through the blood of the Savior. Only then will they be able to offer "an offering in
righteousness” because it will be the righteousness of Christ imputed to them through faith (2 Corinthians 5:21).

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Malachi 1-2 - The Prophet Malachi
begins to Prophesy about 400 B.C. - Malachi will also prophesy
regarding the then coming Messiah [Jesus Christ] and will also
prophesy of the forerunner the coming John the Baptist's ministry
previous to the ministry of Jesus Christ - The prophesies of Malachi
will 'seal’ the Old Testament Scriptures concluding the Old Testament
Bible but not concluding prophesy in Israel as many will continue to
prophesy and write texts primarily as local encouragement and not the
office of inherency and global encouragement of the Holy Scriptures
that comprise the Jewish and Christian Bible -- '"Malachi 1:1-5 The
burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. | have loved you
[Israel], saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was
not Esau Jacob's [physical, blood] brother? saith the LORD: yet | loved
[godly] Jacob, And | hated [worldly] Esau, and laid his mountains and
his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. Whereas Edom
[Esau’'s descendants] saith, We are impoverished, but we will return
and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They
[Esau’'s descendants] shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall
call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom
the LORD hath indignation for ever. And your eyes shall see, and ye
shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border [all] of Israel.’

The Prophet Malachi prophesies of the continuing problem of an uncooperative Priesthood. A Priesthood that is
doing much more to further the corruption of mankind than it is doing in proclaiming the Blessedness, Holiness and
Truth of God: Malachi 2:1-9 And now, O ye Priests, this Commandment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye
will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto My Name, saith the LORD of hosts, | will even send a curse upon you,
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and I will curse your blessings: yea, | have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, 1 will
corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one shall take you
away with it. And ye shall know that | have sent this Commandment unto you, that My Covenant might be with
Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. My covenant was with him of life and peace; and | gave them to him for the fear
wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name. The Law of Truth [image of God] was in his mouth, and
iniquity was not found in his lips: *he walked with me in peace and equity, **and did turn many away from
iniquity. *For the Priest's lips should keep [holy] knowledge, and they [people] should seek the law at his mouth:
for he [Priest] is the messenger of the LORD of Hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to
stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of Hosts. Therefore have | also made
you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial
[biased, incomplete] in the law [representation of God]. ... Malachi 2:17 Ye have wearied the LORD with your
words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied Him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of
the LORD, and He delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} RayStedman.org: ADVENTURING
THROUGH THE BIBLE by Ray C. Stedman - #40 The 400 Years between
the Old and New Testaments (Mp3)

Sunday evening services at Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto, California, were the setting for a series of 67
messages on the entire Bible preached by Ray C. Stedman. One book of the Bible was covered per message, with an
additional message inserted to cover the history of the "400 Silent Years" between the close of the Old Testament
canon (Malachi) and the First Gospel (Matthew). This series commenced June 28, 1964 and was completed on
August 4, 1968. These sermons constitute Discovery Papers #201-267 inclusive. The book version, "Adventuring
Through the Bible,” was released in late 1997 and is currently in print.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Ray Stedman - Adventuring Through
the Bible - The Message of Matthew: BEHOLD YOUR KING! - People
often wonder why we have four Gospels - There is a very good reason
for this - It is interesting to note that each of these Gospels is a
development of an exclamatory statement that is found in the Old
Testament - Four different times -- and only four times -- in the Old
Testament there was an exclamatory statement made concerning the
Messiah, introduced always by the word ***behold - In one of the
prophets (Zechariah 9:9) we read, "Behold thy King, O Israel!" In
another place (Zechariah 6:12) we read, "Behold the man!" In a third
place (Isaiah 42:1) we read, "Behold my servant!" In still a fourth place
(Isaiah 35:3, Amos 4:12) we read, "Behold thy God!" These four
statements are amplified and developed in the four Gospels --
Matthew, the Gospel of the King; Mark, the Gospel of the Servant;
Luke, the Gospel of the Son of man; and John, the Gospel of God, the
presentation of the Son of God (Mp3s)

Beginning in the New Testament we move from the realm of shadow, type, and prophecy, into the full sunshine of
the presentation of the Son of God. The Old Testament speaks of him on every page, but speaks in shadows, in

http://www.basicchristian.org/BasicChristian_2012_a.rss[4/12/2012 8:36:23 AM]



http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html
http://www.raystedman.org/adventure/index.html

Basic Christian 2012a

types, in symbols, and in prophecies -- all looking forward to the coming of Someone. You cannot read the Old
Testament without being aware of that constant promise running through every page -- Someone is coming!
Someone is coming! Now, when we open the Gospels, that Someone steps forth in the fullness of his glory. As John
says, "We have beheld his glory...as of the only Son from the Father,” (John 1:14 (RSV). | love the Gospels. They
are to me one of the most perennially fascinating sections of the Bible. There you see Christ as He is. Remember
that what He was is what He is; and what He is is what you have, if you are a Christian. All the fullness of His
character and being and life is available to us, and we only learn what those resources are as we see Him as He was
and is. That is why the Gospel records are so important to us. People often wonder why we have four Gospels.
There is a very good reason for this. It is interesting to note that each of these Gospels is a development of an
exclamatory statement that is found in the Old Testament. Four different times -- and only four times -- in the Old
Testament there was an exclamatory statement made concerning the Messiah, introduced always by the word
behold. In one of the prophets we read, "Behold thy king, O Israel!" In another place we read, "Behold the man!" In
a third place we read, "Behold my servant!” In still a fourth place we read, "Behold thy God!" These four
statements are amplified and developed in the four Gospels -- Matthew, the Gospel of the King; Mark, the Gospel
of the Servant; Luke, the Gospel of the Son of man; and John, the Gospel of God, the presentation of the Son of
God. These four Gospels give us four aspects of our Lord's character and person. They are not, strictly speaking,
biographies. They are really sketches about the Person of Christ -- eyewitness accounts by those who knew him
personally, or those immediately associated with them. Therefore, they have the ring of authenticity, and they carry
to our hearts that first and marvelous impression that our Lord made upon his own disciples, and then upon the
multitudes that followed him. No more amazing character has ever walked among men. As you read the Gospel
accounts, |1 hope something of this fascination breaks upon your own heart as you see him stepping forth from these
pages, revealed to you by the Spirit, when you see Him as He is. The first book of the New Testament is Matthew,
and this is the place where most people start reading the Bible. I think more people begin reading in the New
Testament than the Old, therefore, that would make Matthew the most widely read book in all the world. In fact,
Renan, the French skeptic, said of this book, "This is the most important book of all Christendom.” He also said,
"The most important book that has ever been written is the Gospel of Matthew." But it has its critics, too. There are
those who claim that this book contains nothing but the early legends of the church which grew up around Jesus,
that these accounts are not historical, and that this book was not actually written until the fourth century A.D.
Therefore, they say, we are uncertain as to how much is really true. Other critics make the claim that this is only
one of many gospels that were circulated. Now, it is true that there are other gospels besides the four in the New
Testament. There is the Gospel of Barnabas, for instance, and the Gospel of Peter, and yet other gospels. They can
be found in a book called "The New Testament Apocrypha" if you would like to read them. The critics say that it is
mere chance that these four Gospels survived. There is a legend that began with a German theologian named Pappas
in about the 16th century who said that the Gospels were selected at the Council of Nice in 325 A.D. by gathering
together all the many gospels that were circulating at that time, throwing them all under a table, and then reaching in
and pulling out four which happened to be Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The foolishness of such a claim is
evident to anyone who reads the Gospels with thoughtfulness. They are stamped with the fingerprints of God. The
very pattern of these books reflects the divine imprint, and you cannot read them or compare them with the Old
Testament without seeing that they come from an inspired source. Furthermore, you have merely to compare them
with the Apocryphal gospels to see how foolish such a claim is.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 2 - The birth of Jesus - The
arrival of the Messiah (Christ) - Balaam's prophesied Christmas Star
appears - Wise Men from the East journey to Jerusalem - King Herod
the area's Roman appointed gentile King then also inquires about the
newborn King - Herod a builder of stone and a destroyer of men sought
the death of the newborn King - Joseph, Mary and Jesus flee Israel to
live in Egypt until the death of Herod when they can safely return to
Israel -- '"Matthew 2:1-2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
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Judaea [Judah] in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise
men from the East to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is He that is born King
of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to
worship Him [the Messiah]’

Three Wise Gifts: Wise Men of the East journeyed a long distance to find the newborn King of the Jews and to
"‘Worship Him' upon being led to the young Jesus [about one year old by the time the Wise Men arrived] the Wise
Men presented Jesus with three Worship gifts to honor His unique standing among mankind. 1. Gold - the gift and
possession for a King and the covering on the Ark of the Covenant [Exodus 25:11] for the Tabernacle and the
Temple. 2. Frankincense - the gift of the Priesthood used by priests in an aroma sacrifice offering to God and as an
incense [Exodus 31:34] in offering a sweet smoke aroma to God within the Holy place of both the Tabernacle and
later the Temple. 3. Myrrh - the gift of an anointing oil for anointing a Prophet [particularly the 'man of sorrows,’
‘acquainted with grief' Prophet [Isaiah 53:3] - 'the oil of joy for mourning' Isaiah 61:3] and as oil to anoint the Holy
objects of the Tabernacle and later also for the Temple 'oil of holy ointment ' [Exodus 30:25]. - 'Matthew 2:11 And
when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and
worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense,
and myrrh.'

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 3-4 - Jesus begins His
earthly ministry by being baptized [washed - public testimony] by John
the Baptist - Jesus was Baptized not unto repentance but as a
Testimony [Exodus 29:4] to the people that His ministry had begun -
Jesus is then led by the Holy Spirit into the desert for forty days of
fasting and to be tempted by Satan - 'Matthew 3:16-17 And Jesus,
when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
the heavens were opened unto him (John the Baptist), and he saw
[Testimony] the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
Him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in
whom | Am well pleased’

Matthew 4:1-3 Then was Jesus led up of the [Holy] Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterward an hungred. And when the tempter (Devil) came to
Him, he said, If [Since, lit. Greek] thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.' - Satan
unsuccessfully tempted Jesus three times and all three times Jesus replied to Satan with a quote from the Bible. 1.
Turning stones to bread: Satan encourages Jesus to immediately satisfy His hunger by turning rocks to bread. Jesus
had been led by the Holy Spirit to go into the desert to fast [and pray] - this was simply who is Jesus going to
follow God for eternity or Satan for a moment. [Deut 8:3] Jesus did not even hesitate and would not even consider
the suggestion of the Devil. 2. Satan wanted Jesus to test God's loyalty to Jesus by having Jesus jump from the top
of the Temple building forcing God to react to the situation in saving Jesus from bodily harm. Jesus said "It is
written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord they God" [Deut 6:16]. Again Jesus did not even consider Satan's
proposal. Finally Satan told Jesus that if Jesus would "fall down" and worship Satan that Satan would give Jesus all
the Kingdoms of the world. Note: 'Revelation 17:10 And there are seven kings [kingdoms of the world]: five are
fallen [Nimrod, Egypt, Babylon (Iraq), Persia (Iran), Greece], and one is [Rome], and the other [Antichrist] is not
yet come; and when he [Antichrist] cometh, he must continue a short space [3 ¥ years]." Jesus again [Deut 6:13]
declined to submit to Satan and Satan immediately departed from the presence of Jesus. - 'Matthew 4:11 Then the
Devil (Satan) leaveth Him (Jesus), and, behold, angels came and ministered unto Him.'
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{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 5 - Jesus begins His
'Sermon on the Mount' teachings - it's been about one year since the
baptism of Jesus the Gospel of John covers the first year's events with
Jesus more fully than the other three Gospels - The 'Sermon on the
Mount' teachings are to orientate mankind away from human induced
customs, rituals and fables and into a meaningful relationship with
God in Jesus Christ -- ‘Matthew 5:2-12 And He (Jesus) opened His
mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they
shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the
earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed
are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were
before you'

'‘Matthew 5:17-19 Think not that | (Jesus) am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy,
but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle [strokes of the pen] shall in
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven." - The law has been compared to a blueprint that
you have to follow in order to build a life pleasing to God. However the law is more of a painting and an
illustration (drawing) than a blueprint. The Laws of God and the Prophecies of God are the Image [painting] of the
true God that has always existed [John 1:14 And the Word [Law and the Prophets] was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth] not a
blueprint or a ritual that Jesus needed to conform Himself into. The Law [Leviticus 19:34] says to 'Love your
neighbor' "and thou shalt love him (neighbor/stranger) as thyself" because God is Love. Jesus didn't come to learn
how to love one another Jesus came to teach us how to love one another. Also Note: Jesus then instructs that the
law is external that it is words and ideas written down on paper and that what mankind needs is both the living
example in Jesus Himself and mankind also needs a step further than the example of Jesus Christ mankind needs to
be enabled internally, in the human spirit, to be like Jesus has always been and for mankind to become the Law unto
themselves [obeying and following the law on their own] to actually become in the image, the ability, of God in
Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit newly residing inside of the regenerated individual human enabling a human to
now become pleasing to God and capable of having an intimate individual relationship with the Holy God.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 7 - Jesus continues to teach
and to make that point that what mankind has is temporary and is
passing away but what He has to offer is eternal -- 'John 7:37-39 In the
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last day, that great day of the feast [Feast of Tabernacles, shelters -
temporary homes], Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let
him come unto Me, and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture
hath said, out of his belly [inner-life] shall flow rivers of living water
[eternal Tabernacle]. But this spake He of the [Holy] Spirit, which they
that believe on Him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet Glorified [Resurrection].’ - ‘John
7:52-53 They [Pharisees] answered and said unto Him, Art thou also of
Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no Prophet. And
every man went unto his own [tabernacle] house.’

‘John 7:2-10 Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. His brethren (brothers; James, Jude, etc.) therefore
said unto Him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. For there
is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew
thyself to the world. *For neither did his brethren believe in him [James and Jude are known to have become
believers after His resurrection]. Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is always ready.
The world cannot hate you; but Me it hateth, because | testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto
this feast: *I go not up yet unto this feast; *for My time is not yet full come. When He had said these words unto
them, He abode still in Galilee. But when His brethren were gone up, then went He also up unto the feast, not
openly, but as it were in secret [in Resurrection Spirit].' - The time of Jesus to fulfill the Feast of Tabernacles has
not yet com in full that is why Jesus went in part in secret. The Feast of Tabernacles is a 'Fall feast' a 'Second
Coming' Feast that has begun now with the giving of the Holy Spirit but we do not yet have our permanent bodies
we still 'tabernacle in our physical bodies while on earth. Jesus went to the Feast of Tabernacles 'secretly’ to give
the Living Water to those who would believe in Him and receive it but the rest of the Feast the tabernacle becoming

a temple will be completed at the Second Coming of Jesus.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 24 - Jesus having just
permanently departed from the Temple and after telling of the coming
destruction of the Temple to His Disciples - Jesus then went and sat
by Himself at His favorite location a hillside of olive orchards called
the Mount of Olives (Mt. Olivet) - The Disciples having just seen Jesus
depart from the Temple [His Father's House] for the last time and
having just heard Jesus tell them of the coming destruction of the
Temple came to Jesus and asked Him when and where He intended to
rule His Kingdom from since the Temple was going to be destroyed -
Jesus told His Disciples to be careful that no one deceived them about
His Kingdom - That initially His Kingdom is not of this world but that
after a long time and a long series of events many of them
supernatural that His Kingdom would then be ushered into this world

The coming Generation and the fulfillment of all the events of the Book of Revelation: 'Matthew 24:34 Verily |
(Jesus) say unto you, This [End Time] generation shall not pass, till all these things [mainly the book of Revelation]
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away.' - Jesus has already said that the
Temple was to be destroyed "There shall not be left here one (Temple) stone upon another” and that later the
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Antichrist (abomination of desolation) was to sit in the Temple "holy place” [rebuilt Temple] 'Matthew 24:15 When
ye {presumably the End Time readers} therefore shall *see the abomination of desolation (Antichrist), spoken of by
Daniel the prophet [Daniel 9:27], stand in the holy place [inside the 3rd veil in the rebuilt Temple], whoso *readeth,
let him understand' Note: The event of the Antichrist is possibly going to be a televised type of event 'When ye
therefore shall *see the abomination.' Events inside the Temple were not to be seen by the outside world and are
enclosed y walls and curtains however Jesus seems to be alluding that this Temple event will be seen by everyone
either in some televised format or possibly even in some demonic projection capabilities or possibly some massive
demonic telepathic hallucinogenic type of event. Jesus began His discussion with His Disciples in warning them to
not be deceived and Jesus reiterated several times that deception and demonic activity would increase around the
time of the Antichrist. - The majority of the last generation End Time events of the book of Revelation are to be
centered around the Jews and in the city of Jerusalem including a rebuilt Temple. '‘Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are
determined upon thy people [Jews] and upon thy holy city (Jerusalem) ¢' It seems that Jesus is summarizing all of
the Jerusalem End Time Antichrist events into a Parable about a Fig Tree [Matthew 24:32-35]. The original Fig
Tree was in Genesis 3:7 and was used by Adam and Eve in an attempt to cover their own sin. The Fig Tree in the
Parable of Jesus is most probably the rebuilding of the 3rd Temple in Jerusalem because the type of Temple worship
that is trying to be recreate has become obsolete by the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ so in a sense the 3rd
Temple is a recreation of the Fig Tree because like the Fig Tree of Genesis the 3rd Temple in Jerusalem is going to
be stitched together by human hands and it will absolutely not cover or remove any sin. However the Antichrist will
invade the 3rd Temple and enter into the holy place and attempt to proclaim himself to be God from within the
Temple as everyone alive and on the earth at that time will probably witness and *see somehow either by televised
technology or a type of demonically spiritual activity.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 24 - Jesus continues His
Mount Olivet discussion "Mount Olivet discourse" End Time teachings
with His Disciples -- ‘Matthew 24:3-6 And as He (Jesus) sat upon the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming
[Kingdom reign], and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and
said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall
come in My Name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for
all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet'

The Elect of God: All the people throughout time who like Abraham have answered the call of God become the
elect of God. 'Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those [End Time - war and famine - seven seal
judgments - the book of Revelation] days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven [seven trumpet judgments - the book of Revelation], and the [Satanic] powers of the
heavens shall be shaken [seven bowl! judgments - the book of Revelation]: And then shall appear the sign of the Son
of Man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming
[Second Coming] in the clouds of heaven with Power and Great Glory. And He shall send His angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His *elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other." --- There are actually two groups of *elect people and this stems from the 'Firstborn’ inheritance that Jesus
Christ is to receive. - 'Deuteronomy 21:17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated {divorced wife} for the
firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he hath: for he is the beginning of his strength; *the right of the
firstborn is his." - 'Colossians 1:18 And He (Jesus) is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the
*firstborn [Resurrection] from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.’ The Biblical inheritance
of the firstborn is a double portion and as an inheritance Jesus is to receive both the Jews and the Nations (Gentiles)
two inheritances and therefore two groups of called and two groups of those who answer the call of God and
become the chosen, elect, justified, predestined and glorified by God. Note: Jesus is to inherit the Jews and the
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Gentiles this does include all of those who have ever existed it includes the Righteous Gentiles of Lot's day before
Abraham, all the time up until the Christian [mostly Gentile] Church and the future Gentile Martyred Saints of
Revelation. Also Note: The inheritance of Jesus does include the earth, all creation and all possessions, the earth
will pass away and there will be a new earth so primarily The Kingdom of Jesus is uniquely about people and about
God's love for people. Jesus came to save the people and His plan for eternity is centered and oriented only around
the people of His creation. --- Israel is one portion of inheritance for the firstborn Jesus Christ: 'Isaiah 19:25.. and
Israel my Inheritance.' - 'Zechariah 2:12 And the LORD shall inherit Judah (Jewish nation) His portion in the holy
land and shall choose [to reign from] Jerusalem again.' - 'Psalms 78:70-71 He chose David (king David) also His
servant and took him from the sheepfolds [David was a shepherd]: From following the ewes (female sheep) great
with young he brought him to feed Jacob His people [Jews] and Israel His (God's) inheritance. {Jacob and Israel are
both mentioned both referring to the Jewish nation, this is a poetic way of emphasizing the Jewish nation.} --- Israel
is the Elect of God: 'lIsaiah 45:4 For Jacob My servant's sake, and Israel Mine elect, | have even called thee by thy
name: | have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known Me." --- The Gentiles are the second [double portion] of
inheritance for the firstborn Jesus Christ: 'Psalms 82:8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all
nations." - 'Psalms 2:7,8 | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto Me, Thou art my Son; this day have I
begotten thee [both physical birth of Jesus in the manger and Resurrection day of Jesus] Ask of Me (Father) and |
shall give thee the heathen (Gentiles) for thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.' -
"Isaiah 54:3 For thou shall break forth on the right hand and on the left [the Jewish nation is not going to get wiped
out but is going have a great population]; And thy seed (Jesus) shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate to be
inhabited.' --- The [Gentile in nature] Christian Church is also the elect of God: Titus 1:1-2 [Apostle] Paul, a
servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the
truth which is after godliness; In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 24 (Part 2) - Jesus
concludes His "Mount Olivet discourse" by telling His Disciples some
more parables about the End Times and about His eternal Kingdom -
Jesus began His Mount Olivet discourse talking about deception and
the End Times and Jesus ends His final Mount Olivet words by talking
about eternal judgment and eternal life -- ‘Matthew 25:46 And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal’

The Second Coming of the Lord: Matthew 24:44-51 Therefore be ye [Disciples] also ready: for in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of Man cometh [Second Coming]. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom His Lord
hath made ruler over His household [Church], to give them meat [Bible study] in due season [every day]? Blessed is
that servant, whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so doing. Verily | say unto you, That He shall make him
ruler over all His [Heavenly] goods. But and if that evil servant [backslider] shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth
His [2nd] coming; And shall begin to smite [abuse] his fellowservants [Disciples], and to eat and drink with the
drunken; The Lord of that servant shall come [Second Coming] in a day when he looketh not for Him, and in an
hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion [eternal damnation] with the
hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. - The teaching of Jesus Christ is about Heaven and the
open opportunity for people to spend eternity in heaven and His teaching is also about hell and the very real
possibility of people spending eternity in hell. God created mankind for a purpose and God came to a separated
mankind with His purpose to reunite mankind back together with Himself in Heaven where it has always been
intended for mankind to be in fellowship and in communion with the Holy God.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Matthew 25-26 - Jesus has
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concluded His Mount Olivet teachings and discourse with His Disciples
- Jesus now completely sets His mind on the events of the coming
Feasts of the Passover Week - Events that will include initiating and
instituting the New Testament with His Communion Bread and Wine
offering to the Disciples - His self sacrifice on the cross and three days
later His Glorious Eternal Life Resurrection

'‘Matthew 26:17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread [The Passover is an unleavened bread feast and
the unleavened part starts on the 14the day of Nisan (the selection of the lamb is on the 10th) then the feast
continues with the seven days of the Feast of Unleavened bread starting on the 15th of Nisan for a total of eight
straight days of unleaded bread] the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto Him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for
thee to eat the Passover? And He said, Go into the city (Jerusalem) to such a man, and say unto him, The Master
saith, My time is at hand; | will keep the Passover at thy house with My disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus
had appointed them; and they made ready the Passover. Now when the even was come, He (Jesus) sat down with
the twelve (Apostles). And as they did eat [the Passover], He said, Verily | say unto you, that one of you [Judas]
shall betray Me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto Him, Lord, is it I?
And He answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, the same shall betray Me. The Son of Man
goeth [to the cross] as it is written of Him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! it had been
good for that man if he had not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed Him, answered and said, Master, is it 1? He
said unto Him, Thou hast said. And as they were eating, Jesus took Bread, and Blessed it, and brake it, and gave it
to the Disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is My Body. And He took the Cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is My Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many [all] for the
remission of sins. But | say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit [grape] of the vine, until that day when
I drink it New with you in [Heaven] My Father's Kingdom. And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into
the Mount of Olives.' - The Communion of Jesus Christ: The sacrifice offering of Jesus Christ was His physical
body, His mind (soul) and His Spirit [Jesus was separated from the Father while on the cross]. The Communion
Bread and the Communion Cup that Jesus is offering His disciples to partake in references both the physical
sacrifice offering of Jesus on and the cross and it also represents the Resurrected Eternal Spiritual Body and
Spiritual Life Blood of the Resurrected Jesus. When we take and break the Unleavened Bread of Communion we
are referencing the physical body of Jesus Christ and when we take the Wine of the Communion of Jesus Christ and
mingle it with the water we are referencing the physical blood of Jesus Christ. When we eat the bread of the body of
Jesus Christ we are internalizing the Resurrection and the eternal Spiritual body of Jesus and likewise when we
drink of the Wine of Jesus we are drinking and internalizing the Resurrection and the eternal Spiritual life blood of
Jesus. In a sense we are breaking the physical and taking on the Spiritual. -- '1 Corinthians 11:23-28 For | [Apostle
Paul] have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night [Passover]
in which He was betrayed [by Judas] took [physical] bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said,
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He
took the Cup, when He had supped, saying, This Cup is the [Resurrection] New Testament in My Blood: this do ye,
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do shew the
Lord's [physical] death till He come [2nd coming]. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of
the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the [physical and Spiritual resurrection] Body and Blood of the Lord. But
let a man examine himself [Melchizedek Priesthood], and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.’ --
'‘Deuteronomy 32:9-14 For the LORD'S portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance ... and thou didst
drink the pure blood of the grape.’

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 12 - The Gospel of John now
takes us into Holy Week that last week of Jesus' Ministry physically
among mankind on earth - "Then Jesus six days before the Passover
came to Bethany" with the day of Passover plus the three days and
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three nights in the Tomb this places Jesus' and the Disciples arrival at
Bethany on the Friday 10 days before the Sunday Resurrection with the
actual Triumphal Entry "On the next day" occurring on the next day the
Saturday Sabbath Day -- 'John 12:1-2 Then Jesus six days before the
Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead,
whom he raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with
Him.' - 'John 12:12-15 On the next day [10th of Nisan - selection of the
Passover lamb] much people that were come to the feast, when they
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm
trees, and went forth to meet Him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the
King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. And Jesus, when he
had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter
of Sion (Zion): behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.’

John 12:20-32 And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the [Passover] feast: The
same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus.
Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus answered them, saying, The
hour is come, that the Son of Man should be glorified. ... And I, if I be lifted up [crucifixion and resurrection] from
the earth, will draw all men unto Me."' - The Gentiles were not allowed to seek Jesus until after His death and
resurrection as only then will He "draw all men" unto Himself. - Note: It's hard for a Gentile to understand but
actually both the O.T. and the N.T. Covenants of God are with the Jews [Jeremiah 31:31] and belong to the Jews
[Hebrews 8:8]. There was no Gentile representation at the Passover when the N.T. was initiated apart from the
Promise of God given to Abraham [Genesis 12:3] that in Jesus all Nations would be blessed. Everyone involved
with and seated at the Passover Table was Jewish including Jesus and none of them became a Christian by eating
the Passover. The Jewish Disciples of Jesus became Christian followers of Jesus the same way everyone else does
by acknowledging His sinless death on the cross and by acknowledging His resurrection of eternal life. The New
Testament that was instituted the evening of the Passover and went into effect with the death and resurrection of
Jesus and is for the 'House of Israel'. The New Testament was not finalized at the Passover it was finalized and
institutionalized with the giving of the Holy Spirit an event that happened after the Resurrection of Jesus [and after
the betrayal and rejection of Jesus] then when He ascended into Heaven briefly the Day of His Resurrection and He
was received by His Father in Heaven as the acceptable Atonement offering for mankind to God the Father then that
same Resurrection day sent the Comforter the Holy Spirit to mankind in the Baptism of Jesus Christ. As Gentile
Christians we have entered into the Jewish New Testament Covenant by the Promises of God not by the Covent of
God. The New Testament Covenant belongs to the Jews and through the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ we
are invited and welcomed into their Covenant to be partakers of their promises and of the blessings that have been
given to the Jews from God. Having received an invitation to join in on their eternal Heavenly blessings we need to
be certain that we do not, even accidently, take away from the Jews what already belongs to the Jews and we also
need to make certain that we are grateful to God and to the Jews for the free gift we have been given and to receive
it with gratitude and thankfulness so we don't accidently give a false impression of taking from the Jews something
that is not ours and of being guilty of appearing to take and enter the Kingdom of God by force when in fact it has
been freely given to us in the promises of God.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 14 - Judas having left before
the conclusion of the Passover Feast - Jesus and remaining eleven
Disciples conclude the Feast of Passover by singing a Psalm - Then the
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Passover Feast not being a curfew feast Jesus and His eleven
Disciples depart the upper room and go to the Garden of Gethsemane,
on Mount Olivet - Along the way to the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus
explains that unless He departs the earth and goes back into Heaven
that the Holy Spirit cannot be given or sent to mankind [mankind would
still be in sin and cannot receive the Holy Spirit] -- 'John 14:1-4 Let not
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father's house are many mansions: *if it were not so, | would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go [to Heaven] and prepare
a place for you, | will come again [Second Coming], and receive you
unto Myself; that where | Am, there ye may be also. And whither | go
[Heaven] ye know, and the way [through Jesus Christ] ye know.'

John 14:15-21 If ye love Me (Jesus), keep My commandments. And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter [Holy Spirit], that He may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; *for He dwelleth with you, and
*shall be in you [born again]. | will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world
seeth Me no more; but ye (Disciples) see Me: because | live [Resurrection], ye shall [resurrection] live also. At that
day ye shall know that I Am in My Father, and ye in Me, and *I in you [Resurrection Day]. He that hath my
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and
*1 will love him, and will manifest Myself to him (believer-follower).

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 16 - Jesus explains that the
life of a Disciple without the physical presence of Jesus is going to be
difficult -- 'John 16:1-3 These things have | (Jesus) spoken unto you,
that ye (Disciples) should not be offended. They [religious and political
leaders] shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh,
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And
these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the
Father, nor Me.'

‘John 16:7-16 Nevertheless | (Jesus) tell you the Truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: *for if I go not away,
the Comforter [Holy Spirit] will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you. And when He is
come, *He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on
Me; Of righteousness, because | [Righteousness] go to My Father, and ye see Me no more; Of judgment, because
the prince [Satan] of this world [system] is judged. | have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all Truth: *for He [Holy Spirit] shall
not speak [referencing] of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear [be in agreement with], that shall He speak: and
He will shew you things to come. He shall glorify Me: *for He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you.
All things that the Father hath are Mine: therefore said I, that He shall take of Mine, and shall shew it unto you. *A
little while, and ye shall not see Me [Crucifixion death]: and again, a little while, and ye shall see Me [Resurrection
Life], because | go to the Father.'

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 17 - The High Priestly Prayer of
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Jesus - Jesus Prays for His disciples and all of this future followers His
'High Priestly Prayer' -- 'John 17:1-3 These words spake Jesus, and
lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given Him
power over all flesh, *that He should give Eternal Life to as many as
Thou hast given Him. And *this is Life Eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.’ - ‘John
17:20-21 Neither pray | for these (Disciples) alone [only], but for them
[future Disciples] also which shall believe on Me through their word
[Ministry]; that they all may be one [Church]; as thou, Father, art in Me,
and | in thee, that they also may be one [body] in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent Me.

John 17:1-26 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to Heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify Thee: As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, *that He (Jesus) should
give Eternal Life to as many as Thou hast given Him. And *this is Life Eternal, that they (humans) might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. | have glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the
work which Thou gavest Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou Me with thine own self with *the glory which 1
had with Thee before the world was. | have manifested Thy Name unto the men which thou gavest Me out of the
world: thine they were, and thou gavest them Me; and *they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all
things whatsoever thou hast given Me are of Thee. *For | have given unto them (Disciples) the Words which thou
gavest Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that | came out from thee, and they have believed
that Thou didst send Me. | pray for them (Disciples): *I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given
Me; for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I Am Glorified in them (Disciples). And
now I Am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, *keep through Thine
own Name those whom thou hast given Me, that they [Disciples] may be one, as we are. While | was with them in
the world, I kept them in Thy Name: those that Thou gavest Me | have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition [Judas by his own freewill]; that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now come | to thee; and *these
things | speak in the world, that they might have My joy fulfilled in themselves. | have given them Thy Word; and
the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I Am not of the world. | pray not that Thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. *They are not of the world,
even as | Am not of the world. Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth. As thou hast sent Me into the
world, even so have | also sent them into the world. And for their sakes | Sanctify [go to Heaven] Myself, that they
also might be sanctified through the Truth. Neither pray | for these alone, but *for them [future Disciples] also
which shall Believe on Me through their word [Ministry]; That they all may be one [Church]; as thou, Father, art in
Me, and | in thee, that they also may be one [body] in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent Me. And
the Glory which thou gavest Me | have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: | in them, and Thou
in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, *and hast loved
them, as Thou hast loved Me. Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am [in
Heavena and while on earth]; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but I have known Thee, and
these have known that Thou hast sent Me. And | have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it: that the
Love wherewith Thou hast Loved Me may be in them, and | in them." The High Preistly Prayer of Jesus to His
Father in Heaven revealing to His Disciples His heart towards His father and His heart towards all His Disciples.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 19 - The rejection, death and
burial of Jesus Christ is completed - The Crucifixion day is the [15th of
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Nisan] on the Feast of Unleavened Bread day the day after the [14th of
Nisan] and the Passover Day - It is the same day [Exodus 12:17] that
the Children of God left Egypt after the original death of the firstborn
Passover in Egypt - {The Apostle Paul explains that the Passover was
the night Jesus was betrayed [1 Corinthians 11:23 - "That the Lord
Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread"] the day
before His Crucifixion.} -- John 19:4-5 [Pontius] Pilate therefore went
forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, | bring Him (Jesus) forth to
you, that ye may know that | find no fault in Him. Then came Jesus
forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate
saith unto them, Behold the man! - ‘Zechariah 6:11-12 Then take silver
and gold, and make Crowns [silver - High Priest crown, gold - Kings
crown], and set them upon the head of Joshua (Jesus) the son of
Josedech, the High Priest; and speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh
the LORD of hosts, saying, '‘Behold the man' whose name is the Branch
(Nazarene), and He shall grow up out of His place and He shall build
the [Heavenly] Temple of the LORD:'

John 19:25-27 25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the Disciple [John] standing by, whom
He loved, He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son [Christian fellowship]! Then saith He to the disciple,
Behold thy mother [Christian fellowship]! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. - The name
Mary in Hebrew means bitter so it was a 'bitter,’ 'bitter," 'bitter," day, event and place to be at the foot of the cross of
Jesus Christ for the followers of Jesus. Note: Jesus on the cross united His Mother Mary and His Disciple John in
Christian fellowship not in some form of worldly adoption. Biblically had Mary adopted the Disciple John then he
would have gone to her house because that is what the adoption is it is rights and privileges of the house or estate.
Apparently Joseph was clearly deceased not being available for any of the events of the adult life of Jesus and also
apparently none of the brothers and sisters were followers of Him either, until after the resurrection so Jesus sent
His mother to be with John and the soon to be forming Christian Church.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 20 - Resurrection Day - The
first Jewish converts to Christianity through belief in the eternal life
Resurrection of Jesus Christ - The Spirit Baptism of Jesus Christ
begins - With the receiving of the Spirit of Jesus Christ a person [Jew
or Gentile] becomes a Christian - The Christian Church begins! -- 'John
20:14 And when she [Mary Magdalene] had thus said, she turned
herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and *knew not that it was
Jesus.' [Note: Only Christians can recognize Jesus while Mary and the
other Jewish Disciples and followers all had to become Christians like
the Gentiles have to as well to then recognize Jesus] - 'Colossians 1:27
... [the Resurrected Jesus] Christ in you, the hope of glory’
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John 20:19-23 Then the same day [Resurrection Day] at evening, being [Sunday] the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He shewed unto them his hands and His side. Then
were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as My Father
[in Heaven] hath sent Me [Jesus has been back to Heaven], even so send | you. And when He had said this, he
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost [Having been to Heaven and received by the
Father as the acceptable Atonement the Holy Spirit is now given and available to all mankind]: Whose soever sins
ye remit [discernment via the Holy Spirit], they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain
[discernment via the Holy Spirit], they are retained.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} John 21 - After His crucifixion and
Glorious resurrection Jesus spends 40 more days with His Disciples
instructing them in His eternal Kingdom - The Kingdom that that they
are to present to all mankind -- 'John 21:1 After these [crucifixion and
resurrection] things Jesus shewed Himself again to the disciples at
the Sea of Tiberias (aka the Sea of Galilee and Lake Gennesaret); and
on this wise shewed He Himself.'

‘John 21:24-25 This is the disciple [John] which Testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we
[Apostles] know that His Testimony [Jesus Christ] is True. And there are also many other things which Jesus did,
the which, if they should be written every one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that
should be written. Amen." - The beloved Disciple and Apostle of Jesus Christ closes his Gospel to the Christian
Church with his personal Testimony that what he has written and recorded for mankind is based in fact and actually
did happen and occurred as he has written.

Wikipedia: Saint Peter - Saint Peter or Simon Peter [aka Cephas] was
an early Christian leader, who is featured prominently in the New
Testament Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles

Saint Peter or Simon Peter was an early Christian leader, who is featured prominently in the New Testament
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. The son of John or of Jonah and from the village of Bethsaida in the province
of Galilee, his brother Andrew was also an apostle. Simon Peter is venerated in multiple churches and is regarded as
the first Pope by the Roman Catholic Church. After working to establish the church of Antioch for seven years
presiding as the city's bishop and preaching to scattered communities of believers (Jews, Hebrew Christians and the
gentiles), in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia Minor and Bithynia, Peter went to Rome. In the second year of
Claudius, it is claimed, he overthrew Simon Magus and held the Sacerdotal Chair for 25 years. He is said to have
been put to death at the hand of Emperor Nero. Saint Peter wrote two Catholic (whole church) epistles. The Gospel
of Mark is also ascribed to him as Mark was his disciple and interpreter. ... Upon his death, he is said to have been
martyred by Emperor Nero and crucified upside down on an inverted cross, as he saw himself unworthy to be
crucified the same way like Jesus Christ. Today, Catholic tradition holds that Saint Peter's mortal bones and remains
are contained in the underground Confessio of the St. Peter's Basilica, where Pope Paul VI announced the
excavation discovery of a First-century A.D. Roman cemetery in 1968. Since 1969, a life-size statue of Saint Peter
is crowned every year in St. Peter's Basilica with a Papal Tiara, Ring of the Fisherman, and papal vestments every
June 29th, commemorating the Holy Feast of Saints Peter and Paul.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Background to the Book of Acts -
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The book of Acts has traditionally been called the Acts of the Apostles
and this can be a bit confusing because the contents is not about all
the apostles, but primarily on the life of Peter (Chapters 1-12) and Paul
(Chapters 13-28) - Rather than a history book it is more in line with a
biography - Luke gives a record of the life [of Jesus] and events of the
early Church for a period of about sixty to sixty five years {About 35
years of Early Church History: The Ascension of Jesus Christ from
Mount Olivet, Jerusalem in about 33 A.D. - The Jerusalem Council [1st
Church Council] in about 50 A.D. (Acts 15) - until just before the
Martyrdom of the Apostle Paul in Rome in about 67 A.D.}

The gospels end with the great commission. (Matthew 28:19-20). "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | will be with you always, to the very end of the age.” The book of
Acts opens with instructions to the Disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit. These instructions become the
theme of the book of Acts and give us a clue to how the spread of Christianity would take place. The purpose of
Acts is to show the spread of the Gospel throughout the then known world. 'But ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem , and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.' (Acts 1:1-8). The disciples were to be witnesses. In the first
twelve chapters the focus is on the Gospel going forth under Peters direction in Jerusalem. There the ministry was
directed mainly among the Jews in Jerusalem. Then the life and ministry of the Apostle Paul is stressed in his
missionary activities outside of the boarders of Israel. He is known as the Apostle to the Gentiles. -- Jerusalem:
Chapter 1-7: Jewish Christian Church which covers about the first fifteen years. Peter is the central character during
this period which centres around Jerusalem. -- Judea and Samaria: Chapter 8-12: Gentile Christian Church takes in
the next twenty-five years. Paul is the central character during this period which centres around Antioch. Paul takes
the gospel to the Gentiles. Ends of the Earth: Chapter 13-28: Consolidation of the Church covers the last thirty years
to the close of this period. John is the central character during this period which centres around Ephesus {though
not really mentioned in the Book of Acts}.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 1 - Luke a Gentile Physician-
Doctor [a Greek background], historian, companion to the Apostle
Paul, eyewitness and early Christian Church recorder/reporter
continues his Ministry to the Christian Church with his follow up to the
Gospel of Luke in his second and final Book of the Bible the Book of
Acts -- 'Acts 1:1-3 The former treatise [Gospel of Luke] {A treatise is a
formal and systematic written discourse on some subject, generally
longer and treating it in greater depth than an essay, and more
concerned with investigating or exposing the principles of the subject.
- Wiki.com} have | [Luke] made [written], O Theophilus, *of all that
Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in which He [Jesus]
was taken up [Ascension at Mount Olivet, Jerusalem], after that **He
[Jesus] through the Holy Ghost had given Commandments [Directions]
unto the Apostles whom He had chosen: To whom also He [Jesus]
shewed Himself alive [Resurrection] after His Passion [Passion to
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reunite God and mankind - Cross and Resurrection] **by many infallible
[irrefutable] proofs, being seen [eyewitnhess] of them forty days, and
speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God ..."

Acts 1:4-14 And, [Jesus] being assembled together with them [on the Mount of Olives - at the Ascension of Jesus],
Commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for **the promise of the Father [to send the
Comforter - the Holy Spirit as a companion], which, saith He, ye have heard of Me [John 14:6]. For John [the
Baptist] truly baptized with water; but ye [already baptized by Jesus, with the Firstfruits of the Spirit (John 20:22) -
Christians] shall be baptized [by the Father] with the Holy Ghost [for comfort, wisdom, truth, empowerment, etc. to
be a witness of Jesus Christ to the world] not many days hence. When they therefore were come together, they
asked of Him, saying, Lord, *wilt thou at this time restore again the Kingdom to Israel [from Rome]? And He said
unto them, It is not for you (Christians) [before Pentecost] to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath
put in His own power. ***But ye [Christians] shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth. **And when He [Jesus] had spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud
received Him out of their [visible] sight. **And while they looked stedfastly [for His return] toward Heaven as He
went up, behold, two men [Angels] stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, **why
stand ye gazing up into Heaven [at this spot on Mount Olivet]? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven {but when Jesus visibly returns to Mount
Olivet it will be to the Jews not the Church - the Church will already be in Heaven}. Then [departed Mount Olivet]
returned they unto Jerusalem from the Mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a Sabbath day's journey. And
when they were come in, they went up into an upper room [in the upper room - where the Passover, Last Supper
was eaten], where abode [lived] both [Apostles and Disciples (brethren)] {Apostles} Peter, and James [brother of
John], and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and
Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James [son of Alphaeus]. These all continued with one accord [combined
purpose] *in prayer and supplication, with the women, *and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His {Disciples}
brethren [Christians]. The Promise of the Father is to send the Comforter and the empower [the Holy Spirit] to those
who acknowledge Jesus [John 14:16]. The Promise of Jesus is to give eternal life [John 14:6] to all that come to
Him. - John 14:6-21 Jesus saith unto him [Apostle - Thomas], ***I [Jesus] Am *the Way, *the Truth, and *the
Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. ... If ye love Me, keep My Commandments [instructions]. And |
will pray the Father, and He [Father] shall give you another (along with Jesus) Comforter [Holy Spirit], that He
[Holy Spirit] may abide with you [eternally] for ever; Even the [Holy] Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth Him [Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit] not, neither knoweth Him [God]: but ye know Him; for He
[God] dwelleth with you, ***and shall be in you [Firstfruits - Resurrection Day - birth of the Christian Church]. I
[Jesus] will not leave you comfortless: I [Jesus] will come to you [Resurrection]. Yet a little while [death on the
cross], and the world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me [Resurrection]: **because | live, ye shall live also. At that
[Resurrection] day ye shall know that I Am in My Father, and ye in Me, **and | [Firstfruits] in you. He that hath
My Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father
[who will baptize with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit], and I will love him, and **will manifest [show]
Myself [Jesus] to him [Christian].

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 2 - The Christian Church
already individually (Luke 24:31) [by faith in the cross and resurrection
of Jesus] having the 'born again' Firstfruits of the Spirit of Jesus - The
Church corporately (all in one group) receives the 'experience' the
promised Baptism of the Father the Comfort and empowerment of the
Holy Spirit - Note: At Pentecost The Holy Spirit is poured out upon the
entire world [John 16:8] - With Pentecost [empowerment for the
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Church, conviction for the world] comes the Baptism of Persecution
(Fire) for the Church -- 'Acts 2:1-5 And when the Day of Pentecost [lit.
50 days - after the Feast of Firstfruits] [5th levitical Feast - Leviticus
23:16] was fully come, they [Christians] were all with one accord in
one place [in the upper room]. And suddenly there came a sound from
Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire [refinement, trials, persecution], and it sat upon each of
them. And they were all filled [empowered] with the Holy Ghost, and
[experientially] began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout
men, ***out of [representing] every Nation under Heaven.' - 'John 16:7
Nevertheless | [Jesus] tell you the Truth; It is expedient for you that |
go away [back to Heaven]: for if | go not away, the Comforter [Holy
Spirit] will not come unto you [at Pentecost]; but if | depart, | will send
Him unto you. And when He [Holy Spirit] is come, ***He will reprove
the *world [Pentecost is an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the
entire world] of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin,
because they believe not on Me [Jesus]; Of righteousness, because |
go to My Father, and ye see Me no more [after the Ascension]; Of
judgment, because the prince of this world [Satan - Devil] is judged.’

Acts 2:14-21 But Peter, standing up with the Eleven [Apostles - Judas has committed suicide], lifted up his voice,
and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, *be this known unto you, and hearken to
my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour [9:00 A.M.] of the day. **But
this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel [Joel 2:28-32]; And it shall come to pass in the Last Days [days
since - The Triumphal Entry of Jesus in to Jerusalem], saith God, I will pour out of My [Holy] Spirit *upon all flesh
[the entire world]: and your [Jewish, Christian and Gentile - *the entire world] sons and your daughters shall
prophesy [at times everyone (inside and outside of the Church) speaks for a prophetic truth about God, however
(outside of the Church) it is often a corrupted message i.e. New Age message (Acts 16:17-18)], and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on My servants [Christians] and on My
handmaidens [men and women] | will pour out in those days of My Spirit; and they shall prophesy: [including all
days - even the days of Tribulation and Great Tribulation] And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in
the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke [Tribulation]: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood [Great Tribulation], *before that Great and Notable Day of the Lord come [2nd Coming of Jesus]:
***And it shall come to pass [at any day, at any time, at any moment, Last Days, Church Age, Tribulation, Great
Tribulation], that *whosoever [any person] shall call [at any time] on the Name [Jesus] of the Lord [that person]
shall be Saved. - Pentecost, empowerment, witness and persecution: In the few days before Pentecost the Christian
Church gathered in the Jewish Temple and worshiped Jesus [Luke 24:53] without any incidents because the Church
was without the [external upon] witness of the Holy Spirit. With Pentecost and the giving of the Holy Spirit upon
the entire world, upon every individual and with the empowerment of the Christian Church by the Holy Spirit and
now all of mankind with the increased presence of God among mankind the conflict between man and God has
dramatically increased and the Christian Church is at the forefront of man's conflict with God. With Pentecost the
desire for mankind to either accept or reject the Ministry of Jesus Christ has been heightened and those who reject
God do so in a more violent manner. - Note: The Baptism of Fire (persecution) upon the Christian is a baptism
directly enacted by Jesus [Matthew 3:11] therefore Jesus controls all aspects and intensities of the persecution
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(Baptism of Fire) in the life of each Christian. To receive the Baptism of Fire from Jesus is to be given the
opportunity to grow in faith and trust in Jesus and it is to be trusted enough by Jesus to be able to endure in the
Christian faith while continuing to be a witness of Jesus. - Also Note: With Pentecost and the global outpouring of
the Holy Spirit upon all mankind [since the blood, cross and death of Jesus - the blood of Jesus has cleansed the
entire world (Acts 10:15) - the world [system] is now a clean - however [unclean from within] unsaved mankind is
working overtime to corrupt what Jesus has cleansed upon] with the Holy Spirit upon all mankind Christianity and
the resurrection life of Jesus Christ that Christianity represents is not a philosophy nor just an idea of a select few
but Christianity is the living Spirit, Blood and Word - Testimony of God and therefore because Christianity is a
living Spirit that unsaved mankind then physically reacts out of proportion [sometimes in strong denial, rejection,
even dangerously, etc.] to the Spiritual calling on their life by God in Jesus Christ.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 3 - The early Christian Church
continually Worshiped and Served Jesus Christ even after His bodily
Ascension back into Heaven - As a part of their Christian Devotion to
Jesus their lives and the lives of those around them were dramatically
altered being transformed by the Holy Spirit to conform within the
Kingdom of God -- '‘Acts 3:1-9 Now Peter and John went up together
into the Temple at the hour of prayer [Christians went to the Temple
only to pray and perform certain services but no longer to sacrifice (a
lamb) as Jesus is our eternal sacrifice], being the ninth hour [3:00
P.M.]. And a certain man lame [unable to walk] from his mother's womb
[physical birth] was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the
Temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms (gifts) of them that
entered into the Temple; Who seeing Peter and John about to go into
the Temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him
with John, said, Look on us [make eye contact]. And he gave heed unto
them [looked them in the eye], expecting to receive something of
them. Then Peter said [worldly wealth], Silver and gold have | none;
but such as | have [Heavenly wealth] give | thee: *In the Name [at
Jesus' bidding] of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he
[Peter] took him by the right hand [Christian fellowship], and lifted him
up [cross and resurrection of Jesus]: and immediately his feet and
ancle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood [new life -
resurrection], and walked [Christian walk], and entered with them [into
fellowship] into the Temple [to pray to God], walking, and leaping, and
praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God ...

Acts 3:10-26 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the Temple: and they were
filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. And as the lame man which was healed
held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.
And when Peter saw it, he *answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so
earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? ***The God of Abraham,
and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied
Him in the presence of [Pontius] Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the
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Just, and desired a murderer [Barabbas] to be granted unto you; And killed [Jesus] **the Prince of life, whom God
hath raised [resurrection] from the dead; **whereof we are witnesses. And His Name [Jesus] *through faith [cross
and resurrection] in His Name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by Him
[Jesus] hath given him [lame man] this perfect [complete] soundness [health] in the presence of you all. And now,
brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it [crucified Jesus], as did also your rulers. *But those things, which
God before had shewed by the mouth *of all His prophets, that Christ should suffer, He hath so fulfilled. ***Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord; And He [Father] shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: [Jesus] *Whom
the heaven must receive [remain] {this is where the concept of the Church Rapture emerges as Jesus is to remain in
Heaven and not to come physically to the earth until the end of the Book of Revelation and His 2nd Coming to the
Jews, Jesus will have gathered His Christian Church together unto Himself in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
avoiding coming to earth until later} until the times of restitution [end of the Book of Revelation] of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His Holy Prophets since the world began. **For Moses truly said
(Deuteronomy 18:15) unto the fathers, A Prophet [who is God] shall the Lord your God raise up [resurrection] unto
you of your brethren, [a leader of the people of Israel] like unto me [Moses]; Him [Jesus] shall ye hear in all things
whatsoever He shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that Prophet
[Jesus], shall be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the Prophets from Samuel and those that follow
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. *Ye [redeemed of God] are the Children of the
Prophets, and of the Covenant which God made with our fathers, **saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed [Jesus]
shall all the Kindreds [Ethnicity] of the earth be Blessed. Unto you [Jews] first(,) God, having raised up
[resurrection] His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you [Jews, first], in turning away every one of you from his
iniquities [inability to have a real meaningful relationship with God]. - The Apostles Peter and John demonstrate to
the people both in their life and in their preaching that the Spiritual nature of the Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ
though it has only partially arrived [Firstfruits] for mankind the partial Kingdom of Jesus Christ fully Triumphs over
and supersedes the current fallen physical realm and predicament of mankind.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 4 - The Gospel of God in Jesus
Christ has begun to be Preached (Proclaimed) to mankind first to the
Jews in Jerusalem then to the mixed multitude [Jews and gentiles] in
Samaria [the ancient (O.T.) Kingdom of Northern Israel] and ultimately
to all the Gentiles of the world -- ‘Acts 4:1-4 And as they [Apostles]
spake unto the people, the Priests, and the Captain [of the guard] of
the Temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, *Being grieved
[since Pentecost Christianity is a perceivable Spirit that men either
rejoice in or are grieved by] that they taught the people, *and preached
through Jesus *the resurrection [of just humans] from the dead. And
they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it
was now eventide [lit. close of a regular day - G2703]. Howbeit many of
them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men
[converts to Christianity] was about five thousand.'

Acts 4:5-31 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, And Annas the High Priest
[the Jewish appointed High Priest], and Caiaphas [the Roman appointed High Priest], and John, and Alexander, and
as many as were of the kindred [Levitical Tribe] of the High Priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. And when
they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? *Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Ghost [the continuing empowerment and witness of Pentecost], said unto them, Ye rulers of the

people, and elders of Israel, If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means
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he is made whole [lit. Salvation]; **Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised [resurrection] from the dead, even *by Him [Jesus]
doth this man stand here before you whole. *This [Jesus] is the stone which was set at nought of you builders
(Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22), which is become the head of the corner. *Neither is there Salvation in any other:
***for there is none other Name under Heaven ***given among men, ***whereby we must be Saved [eternal
resurrection life in Jesus]. Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
unlearned [unschooled in ministry] and ignorant men [tradesmen], they marvelled; and they took knowledge of
them, that they had been with Jesus. And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say
nothing against it. But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among
themselves, Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is
manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. But that it spread no further among the people,
let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this Name [Jesus]. And they called them, *and
commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the Name of Jesus. **But Peter and John answered and said unto
them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. *For we cannot
but speak the things which we have seen and heard. So when they had further threatened them, they let them go,
finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was
done. For the man [who was healed] was above forty years old [an adult], on whom this miracle of healing was
shewed. And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said
unto them. And when they [Christians] heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, **and said,
*Lord, thou art God, *which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of
thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against His Christ. For of a truth against thy
Holy Child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of
Israel, were gathered together, For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. And
now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,
By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the Name of thy Holy Child
Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, *and they [Christians] spake the word of God with boldness. - Now the Kingdom of
God in Jesus Christ has been removed from the religious institutions and the Gospel News is to be brought directly
to the people of the world directly from the Children of God.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 5 - With the presence and
assistance of the Holy Spirit people are able to Trust and discern the
Truth of Christianity and as a result the Christian Church realizes an
enormous, explosive, unprecedented exponential growth in numbers of
participants -- '‘Acts 5:14 And [Christian] believers were the more
added to the Lord [Jesus Christ], multitudes both of men and women.'

Acts 5:17-42 Then the High Priest [Annas] rose up, and all they that were with him, which is the sect of the
Sadducees [liberal sect of Judaism (Democrats) - Pharisees are the conservative sect (Republicans)], and were filled
with indignation, And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. *But the angel of the
Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, **and said, Go, stand and speak *in the Temple
[speak to the inner spirit of man] to the people all the words of this [eternal resurrection] life. And when they heard
that, they entered into the Temple early in the morning, and taught. But the High Priest came, and they that were
with him, and called the council [Sanhedrin - Jewish Supreme Court] together, and all the senate of the children of
Israel and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the [Jewish] officers came, and found them not in the
prison, they returned, and told, Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing
without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within. Now when the High Priest and the
Captain [of the guard] of the Temple and the Chief Priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this
would grow. Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the
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Temple, and Teaching the people. Then went the Captain with the Officers, and brought them without violence: for
they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned. And when they had brought them, they set them before
the Council: and the High Priest asked them, Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in
this [Jesus] Name? and, ***behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your *doctrine, and intend to bring this man's
[Jesus'] blood upon us. **Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, **We ought to obey God [Jesus]
rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted
with His right hand to be a Prince [Son] and a Saviour, *for to give repentance to Israel, **and forgiveness of sins.
***And we are His witnesses of these things; ***and so is also ***the Holy Ghost, *whom God hath given [in
comfort, wisdom and empowerment] to them that obey Him. *When they heard that, they were cut to the heart,
*and took counsel to slay [kill] them. Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named *Gamaliel [the
Apostle Paul's teacher - Paul was a Pharisee], a doctor [teacher] of the law, had in reputation among all the people,
and commanded to put the Apostles forth a little space [in another room]; And said unto them [Jewish Council], Ye
men of Israel, *take heed [from God - pray first] to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. For
before these days rose up Theudas [a false christ], boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men,
about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, *and [God]
brought [it] to nought. After this man rose up Judas [false christ] of Galilee in the days of the taxing [about the time
of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem], and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many
as obeyed him, were dispersed [by God]. *And now | say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone:
*for if this counsel or this work [of the Apostles] be of men [acting in the Name of God], it will come to nought:
**But if it [ministry of the Apostles] be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against
God. And to him *they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and *beaten them, *they commanded that
they should not speak in the Name of Jesus, and let them go {they somewhat agreed}. And they [Apostles] departed
from the presence of the Council, *rejoicing that they were counted worthy [by Jesus] to suffer shame for His
Name. And daily in the Temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. - Note: The
famous teacher Gamaliel [who's writings are still with us today - quoted in the Talmud] is who the Apostle Paul as
a boy and as a young man received his instruction in the Torah (Bible) from before Paul (Saul) became a Christian.
- [Gamaliel, also called Gamaliel 1 or Gamaliel the Elder was a first century authority on Jewish law who appears in
the Acts of the Apostles. In Christian tradition, he was later considered to be a Christian saint (Saint Gamaliel). In
Judaism he is a respected authority quoted in the Talmud referred to as Rabban Gamliel. - Wiki.com] (The title
"Rabban,"” was borne only by presidents of the highest religious council, first prefixed to the name of Gamaliel -
www.jewishencyclopedia.com).

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} The Apostle Paul - When Paul
became a Christian, his very thorough [Jewish] education was
enormously helpful - He was able to assimilate Christian doctrines
rapidly and relate them accurately to the Scripture teaching he had
received - From his education, both from Gamaliel and in the desert
[Saudi Arabia] from the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul developed a divine
viewpoint attitude toward human history - *Paul knew that the
existence of God [by the Holy Spirit since Pentecost] can easily be
perceived by anyone, *that man can become aware of God, *but that
many men's deliberate sin halted this good beginning [after becoming
aware of God] by [continued] immoral activities which accompanied
their [past] idolatry

The Apostle Paul - The apostle Paul was one of the most famous citizens of the Roman Empire and without
question one of the most influential individuals in history. He was used by the Lord in his missionary and
evangelistic activities to set in motion a great deal of the organization known as the Christian Church, the Body of
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Christ on earth, to the extent that billions of human beings have been directly or indirectly affected by his ministry.
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he wrote the foundation documents for the Christian way of life, the Word
of God which has changed the lives of millions. -- Paul's Education: Paul was educated by his mother until the age
of five. From age five to ten he studied with his father in the Hebrew scriptures and traditional writings. At the same
time, being a Roman citizen and living in a Greek and Roman environment, he received a thorough education in the
Greek language, history, and culture. He was sent to Jerusalem at about the age of ten to attend the rabbinical school
of Gamaliel, who was the son of Simeon the son of Hillel. Gamaliel was a most eminent rabbi who was mentioned
both in the Talmud and in the New Testament (Acts 5:24-40; 22:3). Gamaliel was called Rabban - one of only
seven teachers so called. He was a Pharisee, but he rose above party prejudice. He composed a prayer against the
Christian "heretics”. He lived and died a Jew. At this time, Herod was dead, and the Romans had complete control
of Judea, hence, there was Roman money, language, and culture. The Jews, therefore, were inclined to cling more
closely to their religion as the center of unity. [Refer to the topic: Judean History] There were two great rabbinical
schools, those of Hillel and Schammai. Hillel, the grandfather of Gamaliel, held that tradition was superior to the
Law. The school of Schammai despised traditionalists, especially when there teachings clashed with the writings of
Moses. The religious school of Gamaliel (Hillel) was chiefly oral and usually had a prejudice against any book but
Scripture. They used a system of Scriptural exegesis, and Josephus in his writings expressed the wish to have such
a power of exegesis. When school was in session, learned men met and discussed scriptures, gave various
interpretations, suggested illustrations, and quoted precedents. The students were encouraged to question, doubt,
even contradict. -- When Paul became a Christian, his very thorough education was enormously helpful. He was
able to assimilate Christian doctrines rapidly and relate them accurately to the Scripture teaching he had received.
From his education, both from Gamaliel and in the desert from the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul developed a divine
viewpoint attitude toward human history. Paul knew that the existence of God can easily be perceived by anyone,
that man can become aware of God, but that many men's deliberate sin halted this good beginning by immoral
activities which accompanied their idolatry. Therefore, Paul had an intense hatred of idolatry of any kind. Paul's
teaching shows that the only reality is God. Idolatry distorts man's conception of the world and external nature.
Idolatry is the enemy of mankind. Paul knew the law of growth of human nature. As a Roman, Tarsian, Hebrew,
and culturally Greek, he knew of the many distortions of the life of his society. As a nation becomes unhealthy,
development is halted. Societies errors as to the nature of God and the true relation of God to man prevented nations
from getting rid of their besetting evil. The books of Acts is the chief authoritative record for the ministries of Paul
and the other apostles. For a brief outline of Paul's ministry, see the Chronological Table of Paul's Ministry. The
most thorough, accurate, and interesting secular work on Paul is The Life and Epistles of St. Paul, by Conybeare
and Howson.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 6 - The early Christian Church
and Church leaders in Jerusalem learn to handle the continual
controversies and conflicts that arise both from within the Christian
Church and from outside the Church -- 'Acts 6:1-7 And in those [early
Church in Jerusalem] days, when the number of the disciples was
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians [Greek Jews]
against the Hebrews [Israel Jews], because their widows were
neglected [not on the list] in the daily [food giving] ministration. Then
the Twelve [the Eleven plus Matthias the (temporary) replacement for
Judas - Paul in all likeliness became the Twelfth Apostle permanently
replacing Judas] called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and
said, It is not reason that we should leave the [study and preaching]
word of God, and serve tables [distribute food]. Wherefore, brethren,
look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy
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Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this [charity] business.
But we [leaders] will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the
ministry of the Word [Bible]. And the saying pleased the whole
multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolas a [Greek - Jewish convert] proselyte of Antioch:
Whom they set before the Apostles: and when they had prayed, they
laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great
company of the [Levitical Temple] Priests were obedient [converts] to
the [Christian] faith. - Note: The Grecian Christians issued the
complaint and the early Church (primarily Hebrew) responded not in a
compromise but by selecting all seven of the appointed charity
workers from the Grecian group. The Greek [Greece the 5th Kingdom
of the world - Revelation 17:10] nation ruled over Israel for about 200
years [336 B.C. - 149 B.C.] before Rome began to rule over Israel and
the Greek culture was deeply implanted into Jewish society in Israel.’

Acts 6:8-15 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. Then there
arose certain [Greek - Helenistic Jews] of the Synagogue, which is called the Synagogue of the Libertines, and
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to
resist the wisdom and the [Holy] Spirit by which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and
the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him [Stephen], and brought him to the council, And set up false
witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this Holy place [Temple], and the
law: For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place [Temple], and shall change the
customs which Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the council, *looking stedfastly on him, saw [observed] his
face [with the presence of the Holy Spirit upon him] as it had been the face of an angel [in the very presence of
God]. - Stephen living enough in the presence of God to become loving enough to witness to the people around him
becomes bold enough to die for the Christian faith and becomes the first Christian martyr.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 7 - Stephen under arrest for
blasphemy and on trial for his life in Jerusalem - Stephen uses as his
defense the known fact that nearly every single prophet of importance
to Israel throughout the history of Israel the people of Israel have first
rejected the true Prophet before they ultimately accepted them and
their ministry as being of God - Stephen is saying that Jesus was
obviously God in the flesh though many people refused to believe it but
then rejecting the true Prophets of God is the track record of mankind
when it comes to interactions between man and God - Mankind has a
propensity to reject the true interaction with God while at the same
time embrace the false prophets of the world -- ‘Acts 7:52-53 Which of
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the [true] Prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have
slain them [true Prophets] which shewed before [prophesied] of the
coming of the Just One [Jesus Christ]; of whom ye have been now the
betrayers and murderers [their Jewish forefathers put to death the true
prophets but they managed to go a step further and put to death the
Messiah, Jesus the one prophesied about]: Who have received the law
[the image of Jesus] by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it
[because the law revealed the nature of Jesus].’

Acts 7:52-60 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed
before of the coming of the Just One [Messiah]; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: Who have
received the law [Divinely] by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. When they heard these things, they
were cut to the heart [enraged in their soul], and they gnashed on him with their teeth. *But he, being full of the
Holy Ghost, *looked up stedfastly *into heaven, *and saw the glory of God, *and Jesus *standing [Jesus is standing
as the Melchizedek High Priest ready to receive into Heaven the acceptable offering of the sacrifice and life of
Stephen] on the right hand of God, And said, **Behold, | see the Heavens opened, and the Son of Man [Jesus]
standing on the right hand of God [Father]. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran
upon him with one accord, And cast him out of the city [outside the city limits, probably at the dump], and stoned
him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul [later the Apostle Paul]
{Note: Saul (the Apostle Paul) although perfectly within his rights did not throw a stone himself - Paul was not the
violent aggressor that the secular world wants to portray}. And they [not Saul] stoned Stephen, ***calling upon
God, and **saying [as Jesus said from His cross (Luke 23:46)], Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. *And he kneeled
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge [as Jesus had said from His cross (Luke
23:34)]. And when he had said this, he fell asleep [to the Christian death is as harmless as sleep and often in the
Bible death is referred to simply as a [harmless] sleep for those who are saved and will awake in Heaven]. - Note:
Normally in the Bible Jesus is represented as seated [enthroned]at the right hand of the Father Matthew
26:64)however Stephen describes Jesus as standing - standing is a part of the office of the High Priest - sitting is a
part of the office of the King. Jesus preforms all three offices of God as King of the Universe, High Priest
[Melchizedek] and True Prophet. The Christian Stephen lived his life with Jesus as his example, he preached his life
with Jesus as his example and in his death (sleep) he departed with Jesus as his example and as such Stephen saw
Jesus standing in Heaven and was received directly into Heaven receiving what the Apostle Paul would call the
martyrs death the "better resurrection” (Hebrews 11:35).

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} wikipedia.org - St. Stephen’'s Day
[December 26th]: Commemorates Saint Stephen, the first [Common]
Christian martyr

St. Stephen's Day, or the Feast of St. Stephen, is a Christian Saint's day celebrated on 26 December in the Western
Church and 27 December in the Eastern Church. Many Eastern Orthodox churches adhere to the Julian calendar and
mark St. Stephen's Day on 27 December according to that calendar, which places it on January 9 according to the
Gregorian calendar used in secular (and Western) contexts. It commemorates St Stephen, the first Christian martyr
or protomartyr. -- Protomartyr (Greek "first” + "martyr") is a term for the first Christian martyr in a country.
Alternatively, the phrase the Protomartyr (with no other qualification of country or region) can mean Saint Stephen,
the first martyr of the Christian church. -- See also: Boxing Day [day after Christiams] - The name derives from the
English tradition giving seasonal gifts (in the form of a "Christmas box") to less wealthy people. In the United
Kingdom this was later extended to various workpeople such as labourers, servants, tradespeople and postal
workers. ... Boxing Day is traditionally celebrated on 26 December, St. Stephen's Day, the day after Christmas Day.
Unlike St. Stephen's Day, Boxing Day is a secular holiday and is not always on 26 December: the public holiday is
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generally moved to the following Monday if 26 December is a Saturday. If 25 December is a Saturday then both the
Monday and Tuesday may be public holidays. However the date of observance of Boxing Day varies between
countries. In Ireland - when it was part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland - the UK's Bank
Holidays Act 1871 established the feast day of St Stephen as a non-moveable public holiday on 26 December. Since
Partition, the name "Boxing Day" is used only by the authorities in Northern Ireland (which remained part of the
United Kingdom). Their Boxing Day is a moveable public holiday in line with the rest of the United Kingdom. The
Banking and Financial Dealings Act of 1971 established "Boxing Day" as a public holiday in Scotland. In the
Australian state of South Australia, 26 December is a public holiday known as Proclamation Day. -- Calendar: In
the countries that observe this holiday, 26 December is commonly referred to both as Boxing Day and as St.
Stephen's Day, no matter what day of the week it occurs. However, in some countries, holidays falling on Saturday
or Sunday are observed on the next weekday. Boxing Day cannot be on a Sunday, that day being the officially
recognised day of worship, so traditionally it was the next working day of the week following Christmas Day, (i.e.
any day from Monday to Saturday). In recent times this tradition has been either forgotten or ignored. Most people
consider 26 December to be Boxing Day even when it falls on a Sunday. The last year 26 December was called
Christmas Sunday in the United Kingdom and Canada was 1993. The next time the date fell on a Sunday (1999), it
was known as Boxing Day. If Boxing Day falls on a Saturday, then Monday 28 December is declared a bank or
public holiday. In the United Kingdom and some other countries, this is accomplished by Royal Proclamation. In
some Canadian provinces, Boxing Day is a statutory holiday that is always celebrated on 26 December. As with
most statutory holidays in Canada, if it falls on a Saturday or Sunday, compensation days are given in the following
week. If Boxing Day falls on a Sunday then Christmas Day would be on a Saturday, so in countries where these are
both bank or public holiday, the Statutory Holiday for Christmas is moved to Monday December 27 and the
Statutory Holiday for Boxing Day is moved to Tuesday December 28. If Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, then
Boxing Day is on Monday 26 December, and no Royal Proclamation is required. In such a circumstance, a
'substitute bank holiday in the place of Christmas Day' is declared for Tuesday 27 December, so the Boxing Day
holiday occurs before the substitute Christmas holiday.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 8 - The early Christian Church
begins to experience wide scale opposition and persecution -- "Acts
8:1-3 And Saul [later the Apostle Paul] was consenting unto his
[Stephen’'s] death. *And at that time there was a great persecution
against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they [Christians -
Disciples] were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea
and Samaria, *except the Apostles [Apostle means ‘'sent out' at this
point in the Church the Disciples basically fled while the Apostles
remained calm]. And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and
made great lamentation over him. As for Saul, he made havock of the
church, entering into every house, and haling men and women
committed them to *prison [early Christians in Jerusalem were
primarily sent to prison for a short time].’

Acts 8:4-25 Therefore they [Christian - Disciples] that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the
[Gospel] Word. Then Philip [one of the seven servants as was Stephen] went down to the city of Samaria [ancient
capital of Northern Israel], and preached Christ unto them. And the people with one accord gave heed unto those
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud
voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were
healed. And there was great joy in that city. But there was a certain man, called Simon [the Sourcer - Warlock],
which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was
some great one: To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of
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God. And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. *But when they
believed Philip preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jesus Christ, *they were
baptized, both men and women. *Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. Now when the Apostles which were at
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God [but not yet the actual Kingdom of God], they sent unto
them *Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost
[Jesus instructed that the Christian Church would expand orderly and with the participation of Peter (Matthew
16:17-19) the leading Apostle]: For as yet He [Holy Spirit] was fallen upon none of them [Pentecost
empowerment]: only they were baptized [Firstfruits] in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they [Peter, John]
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost [i.e. the 2nd Pentecost of the Church "Samaritans™ - with the
3rd Pentecost household of Cornelius (Acts 10) Romans-Gentiles yet to come]. And when Simon saw that through
laying on of the Apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given {actually a new mission field was opened up}, he
offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever | lay hands, he may receive the Holy
Ghost. **But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee [Peter did not consider Simon the Sourcer to be
saved], because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. *Thou [unsaved] hast neither
part nor lot in this matter: *for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. *Repent therefore of this thy wickedness,
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. *For | perceive [discern] that thou art in
the gall of bitterness [against Jews and Christians], and in the bond of iniquity. Then answered Simon [unwilling to
go to God himself], and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come
upon me. And they, when they had testified and preached the Word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and
preached the Gospel in many villages [in the now open mission field] of the Samaritans. - The spread of Christianity
being a work of God ordained in the Holy Spirit was spread only through the opening of opportunities by the Holy
Spirit.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 10 - Acts Chapter 10 - The birth
of the Gentile Christian Church -- 'Acts 10:1-7 There was a certain man
in Caesarea called Cornelius, a Centurion [soldier - company
commander] of the band [unit] called the Italian band, A devout
[Gentile] man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave
much alms to the [Jewish and Gentile] people, and prayed to God
alway. He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour [3:00 pm] of
the day an Angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him,
Cornelius. And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is
it, Lord? And he [Angel] said unto him, *Thy prayers and thine alms
[giving] are come up for a memorial [eternal remembrance] before God.
And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is
[Apostle] Peter He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by
the sea side: he [Peter] shall [open the doors for the Christian Church
to now receive Gentile members] tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

Acts 10:7-48 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household
servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; And when he had declared all these things
unto them, he sent them to Joppa. On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter
went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour ... And the voice [of God] spake unto him [Peter] again the
second time, *What God hath cleansed [with His blood on the cross], that call not thou common [unclean]. ... Now
while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent
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from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, And called, and asked whether
Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him,
Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have
sent them. ... Now therefore are we all here present [back at the house of Cornelious in Caesarea] before God, to
hear all things that are commanded thee [Peter] of God. Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth |
perceive that God is no respecter of persons [Jew or Gentile]: But **in every Nation he that feareth Him [God], and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him. The word which God sent unto the Children of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all: That Word, | say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea [Israel],
and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; *How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God
was with Him. **And we are witnesses of all things which He [Jesus] did both in the land of the Jews, and in [Holy
Week] Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God raised up the third day, and shewed Him openly
[visibly]; ***Not to all the people [only Christians (Firstfruits) those haven received the born again' Spirit of Jesus
witnessed the Resurrection of Jesus], but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us [Apostles], who did eat
and drink [feasting] with Him after He rose from the dead. And He commanded us to preach unto the people, and to
testify that it is He which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick [living] and dead. To Him give all the
prophets witness, that *through His Name *whosoever believeth in Him *shall receive remission of sins. While
Peter yet spake these words, ***the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word [the 3rd and final ethnic
Pentecost globally opening the Christian Church to Gentiles]. And they of the circumcision [Jewish Christians]
which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the
gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any
man forbid [Baptism] water, that these should not be Baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
*And he commanded them to be Baptized in the Name of the Lord [Father, Son Jesus, Holy Spirit]. Then *prayed
[communicated] they him to tarry certain days. - Note: By this time in history with the move of the Holy Spirit to
allow Gentiles into the Christian this is about 48 A.D. with the cross, resurrection and Pentecost occurring in about
33 A.D. the Christian Church has been firmly established and is about 15 years old when Gentiles are brought into
Christian Fellowship with God. The as a result of Gentiles coming directly into the Christian Church in about 51
A.D. the Christian Church will have its first council the Council of Jerusalem to decide the validity and positioning
of Gentiles in the already well established Christian Church. The decision will be that Gentiles who have also been
bought by the blood of Jesus Christ are to be welcomed into the Christian Church as full and equal members in the
one universal Church body of the resurrected Jesus Christ.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 12 - The Apostle James the
representative of [and Apostle to] the redeemed group of Martyred
Saints of Revelation is himself Martyred -- 'Acts 12:1-2 Now about that
time Herod [Antipas] the king [the son of King Herod the Great of
Matthew 2:1] stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.
And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.' Note: Jesus
only allowed the Disciples Peter, John and James [each representing a
distinct group of redeemed - saved people] to withness and participate
at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1) and in the Garden of
Gethsemane (Mark 14:33) while the other disciples were excluded.’ -
Peter the Apostle representing the Jews (Galatians 2:7), the Disciple
John representing the Christian Church (Revelation 4:1) and James the
Apostle representing the Martyred Saints of Revelation (Acts 12:2) -
John and James were brothers as the Christian Church and the future
[primarily Gentile] Martyred Saints of Revelation (Revelation 6:9) are
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brothers (Revelation 13:7) but are not the same group - The 144,000
(Revelation 7:4) Jewish witnesses of Revelation are also Martyred
(Revelation 14:1) during the tribulation period.

The death of Herod Antipas (who put John the Baptist to death) - Herod the Tetrarch (Matthew 14:1): Acts 12:20
And Herod was highly displeased with them [the cities] of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him,
and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their country was nourished by
the king's country. And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration
[speech] unto them. *And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. *And
immediately the angel of the Lord smote [stricken] him [Herod], **because he gave not God the glory: and he was
eaten of worms, and [five days later] gave up the ghost. *But the Word of God grew and multiplied. And Barnabas
and Saul [Apostle Paul] returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry [delivering contributions],
and took with them John [Mark John - writer of the Gospel of Mark - nephew of Barnabas], whose surname was
Mark.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 13 - The Missionary efforts of
the Christian Church primarily to Gentiles begins with Saul [Apostle
Paul] and Barnabas being sent out (Apostle) by the Holy Spirit on the
first of three Missionary trips undertaken by the Apostle Paul and
recorded in the book of Acts -- 'Acts 13:1-4 Now there were in the
church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene,
and Manaen [a childhood friend of Herod], which had been brought up
with Herod the Tetrarch, and Saul [Apostle Paul]. ***As they
ministered to the Lord [Father, Son Jesus, Holy Spirit], and fasted, *the
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the [Missionary]
work whereunto | have called them. And when they [Church fellowship]
had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them
away. So they, *being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto
Seleucia [in modern Syria]; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.' -
Note: Where Jesus is the head and authority of the Christian Church it
Is primarily the work of the Holy Spirit that is in charge of gathering,
assembling and orchestrating the Christian Church into becoming the
one assembled Bride of Jesus Christ.

Acts 13:43-52 Now when the [Jewish synagogue] (redeemed - Jewish redemption) congregation was [concluded for
the Saturday] broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to
them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. And the next Sabbath day [Saturday] came almost the whole
city together to hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake
against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed
bold, and said, It was necessary that the Word of God [for salvation] should first have been spoken to you [Jews the
redeemed of God]: but seeing ye put it [Salvation] from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life
[here and now], lo, *we turn to the Gentiles. *For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, | have set thee to be a
light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for *salvation [eternal life] unto the ends of the earth. *And when the
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Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed. And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. But the Jews stirred up the devout and
honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled
them [evicted] out of their coasts. But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.
And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. - Note: What is being offered to the Jews is
salvation. The [observant obedient - Synagogue] Jews are already redeemed (in the presence of God) and for the
redeemed Jews salvation comes *after death. Jesus is offering Salvation [eternal life] here and now. The Gentiles
[us]do not have redemption as the observant Jews do, some Gentiles are (saved) in that their conscience was a
witness to them that there is a God but they were saved (also after death) not directly knowing God and not being in
the presence of God as the redeemed Jews are. Gentiles who become Christians receive instantly both the
Redemption (without sin in the presence of God) and Salvation (eternal life). Where the Jews have Jewish
redemption and eventually (after death) eternal life (Salvation) a redeemed Jew can become a Christian and then
also receive Salvation already having redemption but the Gentiles coming into the Christian Church only have the
option of Salvation and with Christian Salvation comes redemption.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} PAUL [the Apostle] has been called
the greatest Christian who ever lived

PAUL has been called the greatest Christian who ever lived. He also suffered greatly for the name of Jesus Christ.
When Paul defended his calling to the Church, he defined suffering as a major proof of his spiritual office. 'l have
worked much harder," he insisted, 'been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to
death again and again' (2 Corinthians 11:23). Strength in Weakness: But Paul's many trials did not deter him from
living the Christian life. Neither did they restrict his preaching the gospel. To the contrary, suffering seemed to
impel Paul to even greater spiritual service. The apostle Paul said something remarkable about his adversities: 'For
Christ's sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak,
then | am strong’ (2 Corinthians 12:10). We shouldn't, however, think of Paul as bigger than life or an indestructible
superman. There were times when the tremendous hardships he confronted were far beyond his human endurance.
After suffering one rather malicious incident of persecution, Paul admitted he and his companions 'despaired even
of life' (2 Corinthians 1:8). But Paul had faith in the living God to see him trough his trial. 'On him we have set our
hope," wrote Paul, 'that he will continue to deliver us' (verse 10). But as Paul's life demonstrates, God usually
delivers us out of troubles we are already in, not necessarily from troubles before they begin. Yet, as we must, Paul
was able to rise above all his many afflictions. How did he do it? And how can we surmount our trials and troubles?
Paul certainly didn't overcome by his own strength or will. He never took personal credit for being able to bear his
painfully heavy cross. He attributed his spiritual muscle to its true source - Jesus Christ. Paul said: 'l can do
everything through him who gives me strength' (Philippians 4:13). He exulted, not in his own will and courage, but
in the power of Christ in him. By his example we know that we, too, have access to the same spiritual power and
courage.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 15 - The 1st Church Council
takes place about 52 A.D. at the Church in Jerusalem - The 1st Church
Council was specifically in regard to the major number of Gentiles that
were now joining the Christian Church daily [predominantly through
Missionary efforts] and whether or not the Gentiles would have to be
circumcised and observe any of the Jewish customs or take part in any
of the established laws of Moses -- ‘Acts 15:6 And the Apostles and
[Church] Elders [including James the Y2 brother of Jesus] came
together for to consider of this matter.’
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Acts 15:6-22 And the Apostles and Elders came together for to consider of this matter. And when there had been
much disputing [arguing], [Apostle] Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good
while ago [Cornelius and his household at Caesarea] God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth
should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, *giving
them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us; And put no difference between us and them, **purifying their hearts
by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke [law of Moses] upon the neck of the disciples, which
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? **But we believe that through the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we
[Jews who are Redeemed] shall be Saved, even as they [Gentiles who are now being Saved - Salvation]. Then all
the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had
wrought among the Gentiles by them. And after they had held their peace, James [the Y2 brother of Jesus - Church
leader in Jerusalem] answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon [Apostle Peter] hath declared
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, ***to take out of them a [Christian] people for His Name. And to this
agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After [Gentile Christian Church] this | [Messiah] will return [2nd
Coming], and will build again the Tabernacle [House - Dwelling] of [the Throne of King] David, which is fallen
down; and | will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That [during the Christian Church Age] the
residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom My Name is called, saith the Lord, who
doeth all these things. ***Known unto God are all His works ***from the beginning of the world. Wherefore my
sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God [those who have the Holy
Spirit]: But that we write unto them, *that they abstain from pollutions of [Gentile] idols, and from [Gentile]
fornication, and from things strangled [Jewish law], and from blood [Jewish law]. **For Moses of old time hath in
every city them that preach him [abstain from idols and fornication because it is un-Christian, abstain from unclean
food and blood only if it offends the local Jewish population], being read in the synagogues every Sabbath day.
Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole Church [in Jerusalem], to send chosen men of their own
company to [the Church in] Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief
men among the brethren « - Note: The early Church recognized that God was active in calling Gentiles into His
Christian Church and they also recognized that the Gentiles would have to conduct their new life in a manner
consistent with Biblical Christianity and finally they concluded that it is important for Christians not to openly
offend those that have remained Jewish. Also Note: All food including blood is now clean because the eternal blood
of Jesus Christ has cleansed the world. Eating animal blood and probably human blood if it were obtained in a legal
manner does not make a person unclean. Satan has devised a scheme that the world is unclean however it is not. It is
unprofitable to do questionable things and germs and disease might be involved but if someone for example drank
pig blood thinking it is an evil act the act itself is not but the intentions of their heart might be. - Some cultures eat
blood foods and if the Jews are simply notified that it is a custom and not a slight on Moses then they are free to eat
their blood food of course not offering any of it to a devout Jewish person because that would be terribly offensive.
The 1st Church council was saying to the Gentiles to have our Christian Gentile liberties but also to be mindful and
respectful of the [Redeemed] Jews who do still follow the laws of Moses.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Acts 15 (Part 2) - Christian Church
Councils - All of the Church Councils throughout history have dealt
specifically with the issues of God's Redemptive and Salvation plan for
mankind and in light of God's plan for mankind the councils have also
attempt to explain who God is to mankind - A Note of Encouragement:
Participation in the blog Bible Study has been going extraordinarily
well since the start of the study and it continues as one of the most
active projects on the Basic Christian website. I'm encouraged and
blessed daily by the numbers of people who are so actively studying
the Bible and seeking a direct relationship with God in Jesus Christ.
Continue with prayer, study and fellowship! Continue the good work in
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Jesus Christ!

A brief background note on the blog Bible Study and a summary of Redemption and Salvation: The Bible is about
the Redemption and Salvation plan of God for mankind therefore the blog Bible Study is attempting to be about the
Redemption and Salvation of mankind in examining the predetermined plan of God in Jesus Christ for mankind. -
Summary: Adam and his wife [later named Eve] were both a part of the original creation of God and were both
created possessing Redemption [in the visible, perceivable presence of God] and Salvation [eternal life]. With the
fall of Adam and Eve by disobedience to God that directly resulted in sin against God then Adam and Eve lost their
Redemption and Salvation and as a result of not having Redemption and Salvation they were then unable to pass
along Redemption and Salvation to any of their descendants including us at our present day. The very children of
Adam and Eve were without God in any form except in the brief [redemptive] knowledge of God that their parents
Adam and Eve were able tell them about from their experiences and for a few corrective and punitive [redemptive]
measures from God. It seems we fail to realize how complete the sin separation was for mankind and how
devastating the results were. Adam and Eve were a part of the original creation of God and then their immediate
children [Cain, Abel, Seth, etc.] composed a group of individuals separated from God but were able through the
instructions of their parents to follow substitutional sacrificial practices. This group highly separated from God
consisting of individuals and families were known as the 'sacrificing righteous Gentiles' a group of disorganized
individuals that encompassed the highly personally [self] esteemed Job and it finally the system spun completely out
of control and came to an end in the folly of Balaam the last of the sacrificing Gentiles. God chose the man Abram
(Abraham) and his wife Sarai (Sarah) from among the sacrificing Gentiles to become the father of the Jewish
Nation of further redeemed of God. Jewish Redemption was to bring mankind through the laws, customs and
representation of God into a more direct and more Redeemed presence of God [as an example for all of mankind]
than any of mankind had previously been since the fall of mankind. God Redeemed the Jewish Nation of Israel
through Covenants (Promises), Laws (Society), Kings (representation of God), Priests (access for the people to
God), Prophets (access from God to the people) all a direct representation of the one coming Jesus Christ the
Messiah of all mankind. With the now accomplished Redemption and Salvation for all mankind in the Messiah
Jesus Christ the finalized Christian Salvation and Redemption provided in the Virgin birth, atoning Redemption
blood and eternal Salvation resurrection life of Jesus Christ is the completed work of God among mankind however
not everyone is yet at the completed Christian work of God in mankind. The work of God in convicting Gentiles [in
remote areas who have not heard the Gospel] through their conscience about the Holy God and through the
enormity and splendor of God's creation continues. Also the Redemption of the Jewish people and Nation of Israel
continues and soon another group of Redeemed the End Time Martyred Saints of Revelation will be established and
quickly joined by the Redeemed 144,000 [Jewish Firstfruits (Revelation 14:4), Jews who acknowledge Jesus and
remain Jewish] Jewish Witnesses of Jesus Christ the Messiah. Then after the return of Jesus Christ and during His
1,000 year Righteous Kingdom reign here on earth there will be another group of Redeemed 'Millennial Saints' to
continue to fulfill and establish the Redemption and Salvation plan of God in Jesus Christ existing for all of
mankind throughout every age and into all of eternity.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} The Council of Jerusalem Acts 15:6-
31 (Approx. 52 A.D.): where we read of the first General Church Council
- A serious question of doctrine arose, and "the apostles and the
presbyters came together to consider this matter” - The decree of the
Council of Jerusalem went on, then, to establish a binding obligation
upon all Christians in the local churches of Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
"that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things
strangled, and from sexual immorality" (Acts 15:29) - Did the local
churches bristle at this imposition of doctrine and practice from the
ecclesiastical leadership of the whole Church? Not at all, but rather
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they "rejoiced over its encouragement” (Acts 15:31) {The 50 A.D.
Jerusalem Council decision was yes, Gentiles can become Christians
and then simple directions and reminders were given so that the new
Gentile Christians would not offend God. The food (abstain from eating
blood) decision was given so that Christians would not offend the
Jews. Christians can eat any food however God is still protecting the
Jews and He does not want them offended by others even Christians.
Acts 15:21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them (Jews) that
preach (law) him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath day.}

The Council of Jerusalem: We may prove this quite readily by turning to Acts 15:6-31, where we read of the first
General Church Council. A serious question of doctrine arose, and "the apostles and the presbyters came together to
consider this matter” (Acts 15:6). After hearing the arguments and testimony of Peter, Paul and Barnabas, the leader
of the Council, James [half brother of Jesus, writer of the book of James], then passed a decree with the words,
"Therefore I judge" (Acts 15:19, 'dio ego krino'). This passage describes no truly democratic process, but rather it
describes submission to the judgment of a central ecclesiastical authority [an authority completely submitted to
Jesus Christ]. -- After receiving the judgment of James, "it pleased the apostles and presbyters together with the
whole Church™ (Acts 15:22: 'apostolois kai tois presbyterois syn hole ekklesia') to dispatch delegates with a letter
promulgating the decree of the Council. The council then drafted a letter in the name of "the apostles and the
brother-presbyters™ (Acts 15:23: 'hoi apostoloi kai hoi presbyteroi adelphoi’). This phrasing, and especially the
apposition of ‘presbyteroi’ and ‘adelphoi’, is quite precise in establishing the authority of the decision of the Council
in the office of the ministers who serve and lead the Church, as opposed to a democratic process. -- Does the phrase
"whole Church™ here refer to the universal Church, or merely to the entirety of the congregation at Jerusalem.
Recalling that the leadership of the Council was comprised of the apostles who were planting local churches in the
Hellenistic world, delegates of the Hellenistic churches, and the presbyters of the church at Jerusalem, we can only
rightly conclude that they spoke in the name of the universal Church. Indeed, the letter explicitly states that the
authors speak in the authority of the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:28); since Paul tells us that it is by one Spirit that we were
baptized into one body (1 Cor. 12:13) which is Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) and over which Christ is the head (1 Eph.
1:22-23), when Luke writes in Acts 15:22 of the leadership of the whole Church assenting to the decree of James
which is binding on all Gentile Christians, he is necessarily speaking of the Church in its universal or catholic sense.
-- The Council then sent the letter to the local churches in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. This letter remarks that the
false doctrine which the council repudiated was in fact discernibly false because "we gave no such commandments”
(Acts 15:24). Hence, the Bible tells us that right doctrine is subject to the discernment of the leadership of the whole
Church. The decree of the Council of Jerusalem went on, then, to establish a binding obligation upon all Christians
in the local churches of Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: "that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from
things strangled, and from sexual immorality” (Acts 15:29). Did the local churches bristle at this imposition of
doctrine and practice from the ecclesiastical leadership of the whole Church? Not at all, but rather they "rejoiced
over its encouragement” (Acts 15:31). Clearly, the Bible itself sets a precedent for the government of the universal
Church by means of General Councils.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} 4 Great Church Councils Part 1 & 2
(Mp3s) {Note: The Council of Jerusalem Acts 15:6-31 (Approx. 52 A.D.)
iIs the original and first Christian Church Council. All of the later Church
Councils are modeled after the first Jerusalem Council.}

Excellent!!
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{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} The Bible and The Creeds - Sermon
Series: An Introduction to the Creeds (Mp3s)

Brian Borgman is the founding pastor of Grace Community Church. He earned a B.A. in Biblical Studies from
Biola University (La Mirada, CA), a Master of Divinity from Western Conservative Baptist Seminary (Portland,
OR) and a Doctor of Ministry from Westminster Seminary (Escondido, CA).

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Historic Baptist Documents -
Confessions, Catechisms, Creeds

Many contemporaries have a deep-seated suspicion of catechisms. In our own Baptist denomination, many would
consider the words "Baptist catechism™ as mutually exclusive. A popular misconception is that catechisms are used
in times and places where inadequate views of conversion predominate or the fires of evangelism have long since
turned to white ash. If the Bible is preached, they continue, no catechism is necessary; catechisms tend to produce
mere intellectual assent where true heart religion is absent. This concern reflects a healthy interest for the
experiential side of true Christianity. Concern for conversion and fervor, however, should never diminish one's
commitment to the individual truths of Christianity nor the necessity of teaching them in a full and coherent
manner.~An Encouragement to Use Catechisms, Tom Nettles.

{Basic Christian: The 8 Global Kingdoms of the Earth} Summary: The
Apostle Paul's Journey to Rome - The Four Dispensations of the Times
since the 1st Coming of Jesus Christ seem to have been mapped out
and enacted throughout Paul's Journey to Rome -- 1. The Apostles
Dispensation (Acts 27:1-5) -- 2. The Common Christian Church Age
(Acts 27:6-44) -- 3. The Martyred Saints of Revelation Tribulation (Acts
28:1-15) -- 4. The 1,000 year Millennial Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ
on earth (Acts 28:16-31)

1. The Apostles Dispensation (Acts 27:1-5): Paul and the other Apostles [eyewitnesses] of Jesus Christ go into the
world preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ. "Acts 27:3-5 And [representing the Apostolic
Missionary Journey Age] the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave *him
liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself. And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus,
because the **winds were contrary. And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to
Myra, a city of Lycia." {Note: Luke and the Apostle Paul seem to be recording two primary things. 1. Looking back
on all of Paul's Missionary Journeys that Paul felt that they had gone well and that on the whole the Gospel was
being well received "him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself" that Paul had made a lot of friends on his
Missionary Trips and was refreshed by the fellowship he had with the Gentile Christians. 2. Also noting that "the
[spiritual] winds were contrary" seeming to imply that there was a great deal of spiritual (demonic) opposition to the
Gospel Message going forward.} -- 2. The Common Christian Church Age (Acts 27:6-44): "Acts 27:6 And there the
centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein.” {Note: The ship of the Apostolic Age
has ended and the ship of the Common Christian Church Age has launched - carrying the nourishing wheat (Bible)
and the four anchors (4 Gospels). The [Christian] ship spends a great deal of time in the port of "Fair Havens" and
then departs into adversity to the extent that the storms of life strand and tear the ship apart. Noteworthy, the Church
[ship] has the four anchors [4 Gospels] and correctly uses them to stabilize the ship in dangerous waters however
also note how the cargo of wheat [Bible] is considered too big of a burden and is cast overboard (Acts 27:38) away
from the Church. -- 3. The Martyred Saints of Revelation Tribulation (Acts 28:1-15): After the Christian Church
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Age has come to an end the Revelation Tribulation Age begins. {Note: The Saints of Revelation are washed ashore
into a strange society and economy where they are refuges; destitute and in peril. Though working hard and trying
to get along they are Bitten by the Beast and transported to fellowship with their fellow Martyrs. -- 4. The 1,000
year Millennial Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ on earth (Acts 27:16-31): Having finally arrived in Rome the
Throne of the King the Millennial Rein of Jesus Christ is now being depicted. {Note: As a type of a citizen of the
Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ, Paul is sent not to jail but to his own house to live [for two years]. Once in his
Millennial House the Apostle Paul immediately begins to fellowship with the Jews of the Millennial Age.} -- Paul's
Journey to Rome and the book of Acts concludes "Acts 28:30-31 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired
house, and received all that came in unto him, **Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him."

{Basic Christian: The 8 Global Kingdoms of the Earth} [Part 1 of 3]
Introduction: Paul's Journey to Rome - Church History Outline: Ceasrea
to Malta - End Times (Antichrist) Outline: Malta to Rome

The Apostle Paul's "Journey to Rome™ covered in Acts chapters 27 and 28 is a unique set of passages of scripture
and seems to tell a parallel story to the main story of Paul's journey and shipwreck while in route to Rome. The first
part of Paul's journey from Caesarea, Israel to the shipwreck off of the shores of the island of Malta seems to tell
the parallel story of what has been much of Church history up until today. The second main segment of Paul's
journey beginning with Malta then the departure and the sailing to Italy, seems to tell the parallel story of the End
Times, the Antichrist and the Book of Revelation. - In looking at these events one primary set of verses in each
segment is going to be crucial to the study. In the first portion the Church History outline the verses Acts 27:41 and
Acts 27:44 [the actual shipwreck and making it to shore] are going to be the crucial verses for the first segment. -
The second segment the End Times outline the island of Malta to Rome the main verses are going to be Acts 28:13-
15, Paul's arrival in Italy but at first not in Rome.

{Basic Christian: The 8 Global Kingdoms of the Earth} [Part 2 of 3]
Church History Outline: Ceasrea to Malta - In Paul's Journey to
eventually stand at the feat of [the King] Caesar (Acts 26:32) the
Christian Church with the Gospel departs from Israel [where
Christianity originated] at the port of city of Caesarea (Acts 27:1-2) to
go to the Rome and the Gentile world

Christian Church Age: After making some [missionary] stops along the way Paul and company (Acts 27:6) transfer
to a ship [carrying nourishing wheat] that can take them to Rome. While sailing "many days™ on their voyage to
Rome the ship [Christian Church] encounters the alternating "contrary winds" of persecution and also the favorable
port of "Fair Havens" entailing that "much time had been spent” on the Journey. - The first real hint of trouble for
the Christian Church comes in the form of the Apostle Paul admonishing the Church that the Jewish Feast day [the
fast] of Yom Kippur had passed and that the primarily Gentile Church was no longer marking or paying attention to
the Jewish Feast Days putting the Christian Church in peril of not knowing the Times or the Seasons in which it
sailed (Acts 27:9-12). The Church (ship) now unable to chart and follow its own course was caught in the winds of
the days and the crew now instead of directing the ship the events of the day carried the ship (Church) along on its
own course while the ship (Church) was mostly unable to affect, alter or counter any of the blowing winds (Acts
27:15). The ship (Church) tossed in the storms of life brought their sails down and just attempted to weather out the
storm and at least they had four anchors to cast out into the water and help steady and protect (from hitting bottom)
the Ship. The Apostle Paul then informs everyone that unless they remain aboard the one ship (of Christian faith)
they cannot be saved (Acts 27:31). The one ship representing Christianity (the one true Church) then partakes in the
act of Christian Communion (Acts 27:35). A distant land (Heaven) is sighted and the passengers (Christians) are not
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martyred but are able to reach the land (Heaven) alive as each person clings to some wood (cross of Jesus) from the
one ship. The ship (Church) itself is finally caught in enough turmoil that it runs aground and breaks up [amazingly
at a place were two sea's meet (Acts 27:41) - where the Eastern sea of Mysticism and the Western sea of
Rationalism meet the Christian boat as one Catholic body gets stuck in the sand and breaks apart - into many
denominations] though the individuals make it ashore (to Heaven) by clinging to wood (the cross of Jesus Christ),
the one requirement to get a sinner into Heaven is to know that Jesus paid the penalty for our sins on His cross.
With the Church (ship) stuck and broken apart and ALL the passengers (Christians) from the one ship of
Christianity safely ashore (in Heaven) the Christian Church Age comes to an end (Acts 27:44). -- "Acts 27:44 And
the rest [of the Christians], some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship [all clinging to the cross of
Jesus]. **And so it came to pass, **that they escaped [sin-death] **all safe to [Heaven] land."

{Basic Christian: The 8 Global Kingdoms of the Earth} Wikipedia.org:
Saint Publius (Acts 28:7) - Saint Publius [a Church Apostolic Father] is
venerated as the first Bishop of Malta - Publius’' conversion led to
Malta being the first Christian nation in the West, and one of the first in
the world - He was martyred in 125 A.D., during the persecution of
Emperor Hadrian

It was the same Publius who received the Apostle Paul during his shipwreck on the island as recounted in the Acts
of the Apostles. According to the Acts of the Apostles, St. Paul cured Publius' dysentery-afflicted father. -- Book:
by Rev. Alban Butler (1711-1773 A.D.). Volume I: January. "The Lives of the Saints™ last published 1866. - St.
Publius, Bishop and Martyr [died January 21, 125 A.D. in Athens, Greece] HE succeeded St. Dionysius the
Areopagite in the see of Athens, as we are assured by St. Dionysius of Corinth, quoted by Eusebius. 1 He went to
God by martyrdom, and Saint Quadratus was chosen third bishop of that city. See Le Quien, Or. Christ. t. 2. p. 169.
Note 1. Euseb. I. 4. c. 23.

{Basic Christian: The 8 Global Kingdoms of the Earth} [Part 3 of 3] End
Time Outline: Malta to Rome - End Times - Martyred Saints of
Revelation: The refugees come ashore upon a foreign island (Malta)
with "barbarous people" [barbarous only means not Romans (not
citizens of the Kingdom) and not Jewish]

Paul and the other castaways find themselves on an unfamiliar island (Malta), a society of unfamiliar people with
unfamiliar customs. In the entire narration of their time on Malta only one person is identified by name (and also by
title) and it is the intriguing person of Publius (Public) [Publius a Latin (Roman) name - definition of Public: of or
pertaining to the people; belonging to the people; relating to, or affecting, a nation, state, or community -
ardictionary.com]. The intriguing person Publius is the "chief" or first [G4413 - Protos] person of the Island of
Malta and though Publius is not a Roman citizen he has a Roman name and connections to Rome. - In this
scenario, in what we are trying to read between the lines that Luke wrote for us in his book of Acts Chapters 27 and
28 we have the scenario that the Church Age has ended (Acts 27:44), the one ship of Christianity has broken apart
and ALL the Christians are in Heaven. Here upon Malta (Acts 28:1) we seem to have the dispensation after
Christianity [after the Church Age] - the dispensation of the End Times and the Martyred Saints of Revelation. In
this intriguing scenario one person is in charge [of buying and selling] for an entire society and also that person is
not a part of the 6th Kingdom in Rome. Publius is not a Roman citizen, instead this very public and in charge figure
is first in his own system (the 7th Kingdom Revised Rome). Publius {before he becomes a Christian} is a type of
the Antichrist and the Island society of Malta is a type of the 7th Kingdom (Revised Roman Empire). Further
establishing that Luke intends for Malta to represent the Martyred Saints of End Times is that Luke tells of Paul
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being bitten by a viper (Acts28:3) but then Luke chooses to call the poisonous viper a "beast” (Acts 28:4,5) using
the same word "beast” (G2342 - Therion) that John would later use in his Book of Revelation [Revelation 13:18 -
the Mark of the Beast] to describe the Antichrist - Paul "he shook off the beast into the fire™ (Acts 28:5) refusing to
take the Mark of the Beast (Revelation 19:20). Luke is determined to present the spirit of Antichrist at the Island of
Malta. - Note: The End Time events that Luke portrays on Malta is not quite like the End Times often portrayed
today in common media, where saints are on the run for their lives. In this End Time depiction by Luke the Saints
are busy, working, helpful and briefly an integrated part of the society of Malta. But the Saints have a determined
destination and a departure date and depart the island society of Malta not out of anger or desperation but out of a
necessity. It seems that Luke is portraying Malta [Revised Rome] as a society that is vastly different than today
(there might not be any private property - everything might be 'public’ in name only) a tightly controlled and
managed society with each person knowing where they rank in society and one person Publius is first. Further after
departing the island of Malta and continuing their Journey [a journey that is no longer given in great detail - because
technically the Saints departed Malta as Martyrs]. The End Time martyrs of Malta continue on to their desired
destination to the feet of the King [Caesar] but like the Book of Revelation the Martyrs of Malta do not go directly
to Rome they depart the ship outside of Rome and fellowship with other believers for a while. In the Book of
Revelation the 5th Seal "Revelation 6:9 And when He [Jesus] had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the
souls of them that were slain (Martyrs) for [faith in] the Word of God, and for the Testimony [faith in Jesus] which
they held:" The Martyred Saints of Revelation do not go directly (individually) to the Throne of Jesus but instead
gather outside the Temple at the altar and fellowship until their numbers (dispensation) are complete. Then at the
end of the End Times all the Martyred Saints of Revelation join (Revelation 7:9) in with the Christian Church also
in Heaven worshiping at the feet of the King Jesus Christ. -- "Acts 28:14-15 Where we found brethren, and were
desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome. And from thence, when the brethren heard of
us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum, and The Three Taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God,
and took courage."

{Basic Christian: The 8 Global Kingdoms of the Earth} Conclusion: The
Apostle Paul's journey to Rome - Once in Rome the Apostle Paul
continues to prophetically enact out End Time Biblical events -
Amazingly the Apostle Paul does not go to jail with the other prisoners
(unbelievers) instead Paul safely goes and lives in his own house -
Enacting out the forth part of the End Times - The Millennial Reign
1,000 year Kingdom of Jesus Christ [the 8th Kingdom] on earth - (Acts
Chapters 27 and 28)

In the last two chapters of the Book of Acts in chapters 27 and 28 there are three distinct portions of the Apostle
Paul's journey to Rome [to stand before Caesar]. The First Portion, departing Israel with the Christian Gospel
Message until the shipwreck and safely coming ashore at the island of Malta correlates with what has been the
Christian Church Age. The second portion of Paul's journey, being stranded at Malta and then quickly getting to
Italy but not Rome itself correlates with what is written in the Book of Revelation regarding the future End Times
and the Martyred Saints of Revelation. Then the Third and final portion of Paul's journey to Rome correlates with
what is written in the Bible regarding the Millennial Reign upon the earth of the Messiah [Jesus Christ] after the
events of the Book of Revelation have occurred and been fulfilled. - Once arriving in Rome (Acts 28:16) Paul [a
Christian] is allowed to go live by himself in his own house while the other prisoners (unbelievers) are sent to jail
(John 12:31). Living in one's own house and dwelling safely is an unmistakable euphemism for the Millennial
Kingdom of the Messiah (1 Kings 4:25, Jeremiah 23:6). The Apostle Paul's recorded journey to Rome is concluded
along with the Bible's Book of Acts in the last two verses of Acts. -- "Acts 28:30-31 And Paul dwelt two whole
years in his own hired house [i.e. the Millennial Reign of Christ], and [free to] received all that came in unto him,
Preaching the Kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence,
no man forbidding him."
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{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Revelation 19 - The Great eternal
Congregation of Saints in Heaven all Worship and Praise God at the
same time and in the same place -- 'Revelation 19:1-5 And after these
things | heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia;
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:
For True and Righteous are His judgments: for He hath judged the
great [unfaithful] whore, **which did corrupt the earth with her
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of His servants at her hand.
And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.
And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and
worshipped God that sat on the Throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. And a
voice came out of the Throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye His
servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great.’

The Lord Jesus Christ begins to take physical possession of the earth to reign and rule on the earth for His
Millennial (1,000 year)Kingdom on earth: Revelation 19:6-21 And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude,
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God
omnipotent [all powerful] reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: *for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and His wife [the Christian Church] hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness [in Jesus Christ] of Saints. And he
saith unto me, **Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the Marriage Supper of the Lamb {probably
occurring shortly after Revelation 4:1 and before the first Seal is broken}. And he saith unto me, These are the true
sayings of God. And I fell at his feet to worship him [Angel]. And he [Angel] said unto me, See thou *do it not: |
am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the Testimony of Jesus: ***worship [only] God: **for the
Testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy. And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse [the true
conquering King Jesus]; and He [Jesus Christ] that sat upon Him was called Faithful and True, and in
*righteousness He doth judge and make war. His eyes were [judgment] as a flame of fire, and on his head were
many crowns [authorities]; and He [also] had a [personal] Name written, **that no man knew, but [only] He himself
{this unknown Name is a reference to God's creation (mankind) being at war with God, even after the cross of Jesus
and no man can possibly know the agony of the experience of having to eternally judge mankind that God loves so
much}. And He was clothed with a vesture [garment] dipped in [human] blood {we are offered to wear Jesus' shed
blood for our eternal life covering but those who reject it God will shed their blood}: and His Name [Jesus] is called
The Word of God. And the armies [various dispensations] which were in Heaven followed Him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword [word of God], that with it He
should smite the Nations: and He shall rule [8th Kingdom] them with a rod of iron: and He treadeth the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He hath on His vesture [garment] and on His thigh a Name [we
will all know] written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. And | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together
unto the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of
mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both
small and great. And | saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. **And the beast [Antichrist] was taken, and with him the
false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. **These both [two parts of the unholy trinity ] were cast alive [directly]
into a lake of fire burning with brimstone [skipping the Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11)]. And the
[unholy] remnant were slain with the sword [Word] of Him [Jesus Christ] that sat upon the horse, which sword
proceeded out of His mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.
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{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Revelation 20 - Satan is to be
incarcerated for the entire 1,000 year Kingdom reign of Jesus Christ
on earth -- 'Revelation 20:1-3 And | saw an Angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit (Revelation 9:1) and a
great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand
years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, *and set
a seal upon him, that he should deceive the Nations no more, till the
thousand years [Kingdom reign of Jesus Christ on earth, 8th Kingdom]
should be fulfilled: and after that he [Satan] must be loosed a little
season. - Note: The human elements of Satan's 7th Kingdom the
human Antichrist and the human false prophet have at this point
already been sentenced to the eternal lake of fire. Satan is held in
chains for the 1,000 years and then he is released for a brief final
temptation on mankind.'

Revelation 20:4-15 And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and | saw the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God, and *which had not
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands;
**and they [saints Martyred during the Tribulation period] lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. *But the
rest of the dead [all the unsaved] lived [manifested] not again until the thousand years were finished. **This is the
first resurrection [the resurrection of the Holy Saints of Jesus Christ]. **Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: **on such the second death [judgment] hath no power, but they shall be [Righteous, Melchizedek]
Priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. And when the thousand years are expired,
*Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the Nations [the new nations established or re-
established during the 1,000 reign of Jesus Christ] which are in the four quarters of the earth, *Gog and Magog
(Ezekiel 38:1-23), to gather them [sinners from the 1,000 Kingdom] together to battle: the number of whom is as the
sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed [encircled] the Camp of the Saints
about, and the beloved city [Jerusalem]: and fire came down from God out of Heaven, and devoured them. And the
devil [Satan] that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. ***And [later the 1,00 years] | saw a Great White
Throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the Heaven fled away; and there was found no place
for them. {Note: during the Great White Throne judgment there is no earth and no sky, and the people being judged
are naked disembodied spirits - so apparently if they want to contend with God [and smirk and insult] during their
judgment it will be more than a bit awkward for them having no body and even no planet to stand on.} And | saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the [judgment] books were opened: and another book was opened,
which is the Book of Life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books,
**according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead [demons] which were in it; and death and hell delivered
up the [spiritual] dead [fallen angels] which were in them: and they were judged every man {human, demon and
fallen angel} according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. **This is the second
death. And whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. - Note: After the
Church age and after the Revelation [Martyred Saints, 144,000] Tribulation age there is then the 1,000 year
Kingdom age. The testing by Satan after the 1,000 year Kingdom age is only for the people of the 1,000 year
Kingdom age. The resurrected Saints are not judged again (Hebrews 9:27) not judged continually. A Saint that was
with Moses in the desert and once resurrected that Old Testament Saint is not judged during the Church era and the
Church is not judged in the Martyred Saints of Revelation era and only the people physically alive in the 1,000 year
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Kingdom reign are in a position to receive or reject their eternal salvation. Once a Saint receives resurrection
[adoption as a Son of God] then it is eternal and being eternal it is secure. It is not even the remotest possibility [no
longer even having a sin nature] that resurrected Christian Saints or resurrected Old Testament Saints could even
rebel against God and then hypothetically need to be judged and removed from God's eternal Kingdom at any given
point in time in the Kingdom. Once a Saint [we are born with a sin nature and die with our sin nature but we are
resurrected without a sin nature] is in the resurrected Kingdom of God and God being faithful and love God does
not ever turn against His own people (and again resurrected Saints will not even have a sin nature) so the eternal
Kingdom of God is in all actuality, and in all reality, and for all purposes - eternity - and eternity with God is
security and that is eternal.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Revelation 21 - The earth and sky
are going to pass away as humanity enters into a new earth and a new
sky in the eternal state with God -- 'Revelation 21:1-5 And | [St. John]
saw a new heaven (sky) and a new earth: for the first heaven (sky) and
the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And |
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her Husband. And | heard a
great voice out of Heaven saying, Behold, the Tabernacle [dwelling] of
God [the Father] is with men, and He [the Father] will dwell with them,
and they shall be His people, and God [Jesus] Himself shall be with
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: **for the former things are passed
away. And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things
new. And He said unto me, Write: **for these Words [being from God]
are True and Faithful.’

The New Jerusalem, the new Holy City on the new earth is revealed and the gates of the Holy City are permanently
open inviting all the eternal Saints to freely enter into the eternal city to bring in their glory and honor in worship
and praise to God: Revelation 21:6-8 And He [God] said unto me [Disciple John], It is done. I am Alpha and
Omega, *the beginning and the end. | will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He
that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, ***and he shall be My [adopted] Son. *But the
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. ...
Revelation 21:22-27 And [in the New Jerusalem, the new Holy City on earth] | saw no Temple therein: for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the Temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine
in it: for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. **And the Nations of *them *which *are
*saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings [mighty] of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And
the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and
honour of the Nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but [only] they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. - Note: There
appears to remain a societal structure for mankind (Saints) complete with individual Nations, cities and towns even
out into the eternal state.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} Revelation 22 - The Disciple John is
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shown the Eternal State of the Saints with the New Jerusalem
containing the Eternal Throne of God [Father, Son Jesus (Lamb), Holy
Spirit] on earth - The beloved Disciple John closes the great Revelation
of the beloved Jesus Christ by sealing (the 8th Seal) it with a promise,
this final Seal is an unbreakable promise from Jesus Christ Himself to
return quickly, when it is time (opened) and when the 8th Seal is
opened Jesus will return according to all of His promises - The Disciple
John then prays in agreement with Jesus Christ and requests the
return of Jesus Christ - The Disciple John then finalizes all Holy Bible
Scripture with a blessing from Jesus Christ to all the beloved Saints in
Jesus Christ -- 'Revelation 22:1-6 And he [Angel] shewed me a pure
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the Throne of
God and of the Lamb [in the New Jerusalem]. In the midst of the street
of it, and on either side of the river, was there *the Tree of Life
(Genesis 2:9), which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit
every month: and **the leaves of the tree were for the healing
[wellbeing] of the Nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the
Throne of God and of the Lamb [Jesus Christ] shall be in it; and His
servants shall serve Him: And they shall see His face; and His name
shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them
light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. And he said unto me,
These sayings are Faithful and True: **and the Lord God of the holy
prophets **sent His Angel [messenger] **to shew unto His servants
[Christians - Saints] the things which must shortly be done
[accomplished].’

The Bible's book of Revelation concludes completing the Holy Bible: Revelation 22:7-21 Behold, | [Jesus Christ]
come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. And I John saw these things, and
heard them. And when | had heard and seen, | fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me
these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets,
and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let
him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And,
behold, I [Jesus Christ] come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be.
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they that do His
Commandments, that they may have right to the Tree of Life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. For
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and
maketh a lie. | Jesus have sent mine Angel [messenger] to testify unto you these things in the Churches. | am the
root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. And the [Holy] Spirit and the Bride [Christian
Church] say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely. For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any
man shall take away from the Words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the Book of
Life, and out of the Holy City, and from the things which are written in this book. He [Jesus Christ] which testifieth
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these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.

{Basic Christian: blog Bible Study} The Region of Ephesus - Ephesus [in
modern Turkey] maintained its importance during the [early] period of
Christianity; the Apostle St. Paul arrived there during the years of 50
A.D., and [the Disciple] St. John was buried on the hill of Ayasuluk
(Selcuk, near Izmir) at the beginning of the 2nd century [about 100
A.D.] - On Bulbul Dag (Nightingale mountain) there is the House of the
Virgin [Mary] where it's believed that she passed last years of her life
and passed away - She [Mary - the mother of Jesus] came to Ephesus
together with St. John and taken up to Panaghia Kapulu mountain to
survive the Roman persecutions

Ephesus: The findings obtained in this region where the native people, namely the Lelegs and the Carians have
lived since the beginning, indicate that the city is dated back to 2000 years B.C. As far as the years of 1000 are
concerned, it is assumed that the lons came to this region, lead by Androckles. Ephesus was captured by the
Kimmers (Cimmerians) in the 7th century B.C., by the Lydians in 560, and later in 546 B.C. by the Persians; and
was rescued from the Persian domination when Alexander the Great defeated the Persians in 334 B.C. --
Lysimachos, a commander of Alexander's, had the settlement removed from the whereabouts of the Temple of
Artemis to the location between the Mount of Panayir and the Mount of Bulbal, and had a wall built around the
city. The city was taken by the Kingdom of Pergamon after 190 B.C., by Rome in 133 B.C., and later by Byzantium.
Ephesus maintained its importance during the period of Christianity; the apostle St. Paul arrived there during the
years of 50 A.D., and St. John was buried on the hill of Ayasuluk (Selcuk, near Izmir) at the beginning of the 2nd
century. Ephesus lived through its third glorious period during the reign of Justinian in the middle of the 6th century
A.D. At this time, the Church of St. John was built by the Byzantine emperor. -- The ruins of Ephesus, situated near
Selcuk town at 70 kilometers (44 miles) south of Izmir, is a main center of archaeological interest owing to the
ancient remains that still exist. When you enter through the Magnesia Gate (south gate or upper gate), you can see
the State Agora (or Upper Agora). The Temple of Isis is situated at the center of the Agora, and Stoa is placed on
the North side of it. The Odeion (Bouletarion or Parliament) with a capacity of 1,400 persons is placed behind it and
the Prytaneion (Town Hall) where the sacred fire used to burn, is on its flank. The Baths of Varius are placed on the
east side of Odeion. On the west of the Agora, the Monument of Memmius built in the 1st century BC., the fountain
of Sextilius Pollio built in the year 93 A.D., and the Temple of Domitian (81-93 A.D) are placed. On the south of
the Agora, the fountain of Laecanius Bassus is situated. The Curetes street starts downwards from the Temple of
Memmius. The Gate of Heracles (Hercules) is placed on this avenue. After passing through this part, the fountain of
Trajan built in the years 102-114 is seen on the right hand side and after this, the Temple of Hadrian appears in
front of us, in all its splendid beauty (117-138 A.D). The Scholastica Baths, built in the 4th century A.D., are
situated behind the Temple of Hadrian. The houses of the rich people of Ephesus which were in front of it, have
been restored and opened for visits at present with special permits. -- At the corner formed by the Curetes street and
the Marble Road, the House of Love (Pornaion or Brothel) is placed and the Library of Celsus, restored and
reestablished in recent years, stands right in front of this. The library which had been built in the name of proconsul
Gaius Celsus completed in the year 135 A.D. by his son Tiberius Giulius Aquila, is entered by way of a stairway,
21 meters (69 feet) in width and having 9 steps. The southeastern gate of the Trade Agora opens to the Library of
Celsus. Emperor Augustus' slaves, Mazaeus and Mithridates, liberated by him had this gate built in the year 1st
century A.D.; it comprises three sections and has been restored today. The Corinthian columns of the Stoa encircling
the Trade Agora with the dimensions 110 x 110 meters (361 x 361 feet), are standing erect today. The Temple of
Serapes built in the period of Antony (138-192 A.D.) is placed behind the Trade Agora. -- One of the magnificent
buildings of Ephesus is the Great Theater, largest in Asia Minor, which had a capacity of more than 24.000 people
and is in a rather well preserved condition. The construction had started during the Hellenistic period but it could
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only be completed during the time of Trajan (98-117 A.D.). St. Paul was dragged into this theater to face the
crowed because of his famous letter to Ephesians, but rescued by the security corps of the city. Festivals are
celebrated in this theater today. -- All the streets of Ephesus were illuminated at night with oil lamps, this shows us
the richness of the city. The Port Avenue extends in front of the theater. The avenue is 11 meters (36 feet) wide and
600 meters (1970 feet) long, and it has been called Arcadian Street because it was renewed during the time of
Arcadius. On the whole north side of the avenue, there are the Harbor Gymnasium, baths and the Theater
Gymnasium. The avenue that passes along the front of the theater, extends towards the Stadium built during the
Nero period (54-68 A.D.) and towards the Vedius Gymnasium. The Church of the Virgin Mary built at the
beginning of the 4th century A.D. is situated behind the Port Gymnasium just before the exit from the lower gate
(north gate). **This was also the meeting place of the 3rd Ecumenical Council [The Council of Ephesus may refer
to: The First Council of Ephesus of 431 AD. The Second Council of Ephesus of 449 AD. The Third Council of
Ephesus of 475 AD. - Wiki.com]. ... The House of Virgin Mary: On Bulbul Dag (Nightingale mountain) there is the
House of the Virgin where it's believed that she passed last years of her life and passed away. She came to Ephesus
together with St. John and taken up to Panaghia Kapulu mountain to survive the Roman persecutions. The House
was destroyed by many earthquakes and not discovered until 1951 thanks to a German nun, Catherine Emmerich,
who saw its location in her visions. The site is recognized as a shrine by Vatican and visited by the Popes. Today,
the House of Virgin Mary is renovated by George Quatman Foundation from Ohio and serves as a small church
which attracts many Christians as well as Muslims coming to pray for Her. The Mass is held here every Sunday. On
the 15th August 2000 there was a great ceremony for the Assumption of the Virgin, the year which marked the two
thousand years of the birth of Jesus.

Welcome! Greetings and Blessings to everyone! The Basic Christian:
blog History Study - Christian Church History Study portion has begun
and is well underway! - The Timeline of the study is now at the point
where the last Apostle, the Beloved Disciple John, has passed away at
about the year 100 A.D. near the town of Ephesus in Asia -- The Church
History Study is now going to continue with the early Church History
Era studying material and Church History from the close of the
Apostolic Era in about 100 A.D. up until 312 A.D. and the takeover of
the Christian Church by the Roman Government specifically by the
tactics of the Roman Emperor Constantine in 313 A.D. with his
governmental edicts and his personal preferences corrupting and even
replacing the Teachings of Jesus Christ and the Doctrines of the
Apostles by a secular (worldly) government beginning to directly
dictate to and over the Christian Church

The foundation of the study has been laid and it consists of beginning in the Old Testament by showing the
prophesies of the book of Malachi in about 400 B.C. and of the continued revelation of the coming Messiah Jesus
Christ. Revealing that the much prophesied Messiah (Jesus Christ) and the existence of His Christian Church is
exactly the foretold works, accomplishments, plans, directions and ownership of the Lord Jesus Christ. -- The
foundation of the study begins with some Old Testament prophecies of the Coming Messiah Jesus Christ then enters
the New Testament Gospels at the birth in the year 0 A.D. of the Messiah Jesus Christ then highlights the Sermon
on the Mount in 31 A.D. given by Jesus to His Disciples, more teachings of Jesus, then His Mount Olivet Sermon
given in 33 A.D. to a few of His Disciples, then following through Holy Week in 33 A.D. with the Triumphal
entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, the rejection followed by His crucifixion and resurrection then 40 days later His
bodily ascent back into Heaven. Then the empowering of the Christian Church by the Holy Spirit at the Day of
Pentecost followed by the Church building Ministries and Missions of the Apostles of Jesus Christ, notably Peter,
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John and Paul, including the first Church Council the Council of Jerusalem in about 47 A.D. then concluding the
introduction to the study with Jesus' promises of His Eternal Kingdom found at the Bible's conclusion at the end of
the Book of Revelation.

The Apostolic Age of the Christian Church closes in about the year 100
A.D. with the complete Bible Scriptures now written, confirmed and in
the presence of a still young Christian Church. -- "Jude 1:3 Beloved,
when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it
was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once [completely] delivered
unto the saints [Christians].”

With the close of the Apostolic Age [the actual original Disciples of Jesus Christ] four main things happened to the
Christian Church.

1. The greater [catholic] Church had the Bible Epistles (letters) in their possession and with the teachings,

doctrines, known customs of Jesus and the Apostles (i.e. love, grace, fellowship, teaching, baptism,

communion, etc.), along with the scriptures of the Holy Bible and the presence and direction of the Holy

Spirit the Christian Church grew exponentially even though several obstacles existed that opposed the

Christian Church.

Physical opposition and persecution against the Christian Church continued to grow in intensity.

3. Spiritual opposition primarily in the form of Gnosticism along with attacks on the Biblees authenticity and
canonicity also grew and intensified against the Christian Church.

4. With the original Apostles no longer alive and among the Christian Church then Social opposition; the subtle
deceit, compromises, worldly gain, financial benefit and common deceptions of the world began to enter into
and infiltrate the Christian Church in a much more unprecedented and less restricted way.

o

Marcionism was an Early Christian dualist belief system that originated
in the teachings of Marcion of Sinope at Rome around the year 144
A.D. -- Marcion believed Jesus Christ was the savior sent by God and
Paul of Tarsus was his chief apostle, **but he rejected the Hebrew
Bible and the God of Israel (YHWH Elohim) - Marcionists believed that
the wrathful Hebrew God was a separate and lower entity than the all-
forgiving God of the New Testament - This belief was in some ways
similar to Gnostic Christian theology; notably, both are dualistic --
Marcionite canon: Tertullian claimed Marcion was the first to separate
the New Testament from the Old Testament - Marcion is said to have
gathered scriptures from Jewish tradition, and juxtaposed these
against the sayings and teachings of Jesus in a work entitled the
Antithesis - Marcion produced the first Christian canon, or list of the
books of the Bible that he considered authoritative - His list [11
books], however, was much smaller than that currently recognised [66
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books] as valid by most Christians - Marcion omitted Paul's pastoral
epistles, addressed to Timothy and Titus and he completely rejected
the Old Testament, believing and teaching that it should not be part of
the Christian Bible and was of no value to Christians (source:
religionfacts.com) -- The Catholic Encyclopedia of 1913 characterized
Marcion as "perhaps the most dangerous foe Christianity has ever
known." {Note: Marcion in 144 A.D. and later Muratorian's Cannon [a
list from an unknown author - found in the library of Aurelius Ambrosius
(St. Ambrose)] of about 155 A.D. were both attempting to hinder, limit
and restrict the already general (catholic) canon of Scripture [66
books] that existed within the true Christian Church. -- Muratorian's
discovered list is from a contemporary of Marcion and though the
unknown author refutes Marcionism he goes on and attempts to hinder
and restrict known standard Biblical texts while at the same time
attempting to promote extra biblical materials that were known to be
heretical at that time i.e. e The Shepherd of Hermase both Marcion and
the unknown author of Muratorian's Cannon were in effect creating a
two pronged assault against the known and trusted Scriptures of the
Christian Church.}

Marcionism, similar to Gnosticism, depicted the Hebrew God of the Old Testament as a tyrant or demiurge (see also
God as the Devil). Marcion was labeled as gnostic by Eusebius. **Marcion's canon consisted of [only] eleven [NT]
books: A gospel consisting of ten sections from the Gospel of Luke edited by Marcion; and ten of Paul's epistles.
All other epistles and gospels of the 27 book New Testament canon were rejected. Paul's epistles enjoy a prominent
position in the Marcionite canon, since Paul is credited with correctly transmitting the universality of Jesus'
message. Other authors' epistles [Notably: Peter, James, Jude, Matthew and John] were rejected since they seemed
to suggest that Jesus had simply come to found a new sect within broader Judaism. Religious tribalism of this sort
seemed to echo Yahwism, and was thus regarded as a corruption of the "Heavenly Father™'s teaching.
***Marcionism was denounced by its opponents as heresy, and written against, notably by Tertullian, in a five-book
treatise Adversus Marcionem, written about 208 A.D. Marcion's writings are lost, though they were widely read and
numerous manuscripts must have existed. Even so, many scholars (including Henry Wace) claim it is possible to
reconstruct and deduce a large part of ancient Marcionism through what later critics, especially Tertullian, said
concerning Marcion.

The Muratorian Canon Fragment (about A.D. 155) - It is called a
fragment because the beginning of it is missing - The Muratorian
Fragment is [among] the oldest known list of New Testament books -
the list itself is dated to about 170 A.D. because its author refers to
the episcopate of Pius | of Rome (died 157 A.D.) as recent - The
Apocalypse of Peter [2nd Peter] is mentioned as a book which "some
of us will not allow to be read in church"

The Muratorian Fragment is the oldest known list of New Testament books. It was discovered by Ludovico Antonio
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Muratori in a manuscript in the Ambrosian Library in Milan, and published by him in 1740. It is called a fragment
because the beginning of it is missing. Although the manuscript in which it appears was copied during the seventh
century, the list itself is dated to about 170 because its author refers to the episcopate of Pius | of Rome (died 157)
as recent. He mentions only two epistles of John, without describing them. The Apocalypse of Peter is mentioned as
a book which "some of us will not allow to be read in church.” A very helpful and detailed discussion of this
document is to be found in Bruce Metzger's The Canon of the New Testament (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987), pp.
191-201.

ReligionFacts.com: Marcion (110 A.D. - 160 A.D.) - Marcion of Sinope
was an early Christian teacher whose teachings were condemned by
the catholic Church as heresy

Life of Marcion: Marcion was a native of Sinope (modern Sinop, Turkey), in Pontus, Asia Minor. He was a wealthy
shipowner. According to St Hippolytus, he was the son of a bishop who excommunicated him on grounds of
immorality. He eventually found his way to Rome (140 A.D.) and became a major financial supporter [infiltrator] of
the Church there. In the next few years after his arrival in Rome, he worked out his theological system and began to
organize his followers into a separate community. He was excommunicated by the Church at Rome in 144 A.D.
From then on, he apparently used Rome as a base of operations, devoting his gift for organization and considerable
wealth to the propagation of his teachings and the establishment of compact communities throughout the Roman
Empire, making converts of every age, rank and background. A story told by Tertullian and St Irenaus of Lyons
says that Marcion attempted to use his money to influence the Church to endorse his teaching; they refused. His
numerous critics throughout the Church include the aforementioned, along with St Justin Martyr, St Ephraim of
Syria, Dionysius of Corinth, Theophilus of Antioch, Philip of Gortyna, St Hippolytus and Rhodo in Rome,
Bardesanes at Edessa, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen.

Wikipedia: Development of the New Testament canon - The Canon of
the New Testament is the set of books Christians regard as divinely
inspired and constituting the New Testament of the Christian Bible -
For most, it is an agreed-upon list of twenty-seven books that includes
the Canonical Gospels, Acts, letters of the Apostles, and Revelation -
The books of the Canon of the New Testament were written mostly in
the first century and finished by the year 150 AD. [actually about 100
A.D.]

Writings attributed to the Apostles circulated among the earliest Christian communities. The Pauline epistles were
circulating, perhaps in collected forms, by the end of the 1st century A.D. - Justin Martyr (103 A.D - 165 A.D.) in
the mid 2nd century, mentions "memoirs of the apostles” [New Testament] as being read on Sunday alongside the
"writings of the prophets” [Old Testament]. A four gospel canon (the Tetramorph) was asserted by Irenaeus, c. 180
A.D., who refers to it directly. -- By the early 200s A.D., **Origen may have been using the same twenty-seven
books as in the Catholic New Testament canon, though there were still disputes over the canonicity of the Letter to
the Hebrews, James, 11 Peter, Il and Il John, and Revelation, known as the Antilegomena. Likewise, the Muratorian
fragment is evidence that, perhaps as early as 200 A.D., there existed a set of Christian writings somewhat similar to
the twenty-seven-book NT canon, which included four gospels and argued against objections to them. Thus, while
there was a good measure of debate in the Early Church over the New Testament canon, the major writings are
claimed to have been accepted by almost all Christians by the middle of the 3rd century. -- In his Easter letter of 367
A.D., Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, gave a list of the books that would become the twenty-seven-book NT
canon, and he used the word "canonized" (kanonizomena) in regards to them. The first council that accepted the
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present canon of the New Testament may have been the Synod of Hippo Regius in North Africa (AD 393); the acts
of this council, however, are lost. A brief summary of the acts was read at and accepted by the Councils of Carthage
in 397 A.D. and 419 A.D. These councils were under the authority of St. Augustine, who regarded the canon as
already closed. Pope Damasus I's Council of Rome in 382 A.D., if the Decretum Gelasianum is correctly associated
with it, issued a biblical canon identical to that mentioned above, or, if not, the list is at least a 6th-century
compilation. Likewise, Damasus' commissioning of the Latin Vulgate edition of the Bible, c. 383 A.D., was
instrumental in the fixation of the canon in the West. In c. 405 A.D., Pope Innocent | sent a list of the sacred books
to a Gallic bishop, Exsuperius of Toulouse. Christian scholars assert that, when these bishops and councils spoke on
the matter, however, they were not defining something new but instead "were ratifying what had already become
the mind of the Church.” -- For the Orthodox, the recognition of these writings as authoritative was formalized in
the Second Council of Trullan of 692 A.D., although it was nearly universally accepted in the mid 300's A.D. The
Canon of Scripture was the result of debate and research, reaching its final term for Catholics at the dogmatic
definition of the Council of Trent when the Old Testament Canon was finalized in the Catholic Church as well. --
Thus, some claim that, from the 4th century, there existed unanimity in the West concerning the New Testament
canon (as it is today), and that, by the 5th century, the Eastern Church, with a few exceptions, had come to accept
the Book of Revelation and thus had come into harmony on the matter of the canon. Nonetheless, full dogmatic
articulations of the canon were not made until the Canon of Trent of 1546 A.D. for Roman Catholicism, the Thirty-
Nine Articles of 1563 A.D. for the Church of England, the Westminster Confession of Faith of 1647 A.D. for
Calvinism, and the Synod of Jerusalem of 1672 A.D. for the Greek Orthodox.

The Ten Major Persecutions of the Early Church 54 A.D. - 304 A.D.

1st Under Caesar Nero A.D. 54-68 {the last Caesar} The Apostle Paul was beheaded during this persecution. -- 2nd
Under Emperor Domition A.D. 81- 96 The Apostle John was [said to have been] boiled in oil and survived through
a miracle of God. Later he [John] was banished to [the island of] Patmos (Revelation 1:9). -- 3rd Under Emperor
Trajan A.D. 98-117 Ignatius was martyred. -- 4th Under Emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
A.D. 138-180 Polycarp (a disciple of the Apostle John) of Smyrna was martyred (Saturday, February 23 in about
either 156 A.D. or 166 A.D.). -- 5th Under Emperor Severus A.D. 193-211 Irenaeus (a disciple of Polycarp), Bishop
of Lyons, was beheaded in 202 A.D. The two women Perpetua and Felicitas were martyred in the city of Carthage,
North Africa in the year 203 A.D. -- 6th Under Emperor Maximus A.D. 235-238 In some provinces everything was
done to exterminate all Christians. -- 7th Under Emperor Decius A.D. 249-251 This persecution was brought on
because of Decius's hatred for his predecessor Emperor Phillip [from Syria - Reigned 244-249 A.D.] a Christian,
and partly by his jealously concerning the amazing increase of Christianity. Heathen temples began to be forsaken,
and the Christian churches grew. -- 8th Under Emperor Valerian A.D. 253-260 The martyrs that fell during this time
period were innumerable and their tortures were various and painful. Neither rank, gender, nor age were regarded.
The Edict of 257 A.D. and 258 A.D. ordered all Christian leaders to be put to death that did not take part in
sacrificing to the gods. -- 9th Under Emperor Aurelian A.D. 274-287 He had the whole legion [of Christian
soldiers] butchered by the other soldiers. This event took place on 09/22/286 A.D. -- 10th Under Emperor Diocletian
A.D. 292-304 During this persecution, the emperor ordered 4 edicts against the Christians.

Wikipedia: Nero - He is infamously known as the Emperor who "fiddled
while Rome burned" and as an early persecutor of Christians - The
Great Fire of Rome erupted on the night of 18 July to 19 July 64 A.D. -
It was said by Suetonius and Cassius Dio that Nero sang the "Sack of
llium" in stage costume while the city burned

He is infamously known as the Emperor who "fiddled while Rome burned”, although this is now considered an
inaccurate rumor, and as an early persecutor of Christians. He was known for having captured Christians burned in
his garden at night for a source of light. This view is based on the writings of Tacitus, Suetonius, and Cassius Dio,
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the main surviving sources for Nero's reign. Few surviving sources paint Nero in a favorable light. Some sources,
though, including some mentioned above, portray him as an emperor who was popular with the common Roman
people, especially in the East. The study of Nero is problematic as some modern historians question the reliability of
ancient sources when reporting on Nero's tyrannical acts. ... According to Tacitus, the population searched for a
scapegoat [for the fire] and rumors held Nero responsible. To deflect blame, Nero targeted Christians. He ordered
Christians to be thrown to dogs, while others were crucified and burned.

SAINTS PERPETUA, FELICITAS, AND COMPANIONS - MARTYRS 203
A.D. - Feast Day: March 6 - The record of the Passion of St. Perpetua,
St. Felicitas, and their Companions is one of the great treasures of
martyr literature, an authentic document preserved for us in the actual
words of the martyrs and their friends - It was in the great African city
of Carthage, in the year 203 A.D. during the persecutions ordered by
the Emperor Severus, that five catechumens [undergoing catechism
studies] were arrested for their faith - The group consisted of a slave
Revocatus, his fellow slave Felicitas, who was expecting the birth of a
child, two free men, Saturninus and Secundulus, and a matron of
twenty-two, Vivia Perpetua, wife of a man in good position and mother
of a small infant

Perpetua's father was a pagan, her mother and two brothers Christians, one of the brothers being a catechumen.
These five prisoners were soon joined by one Saturus, who seems to have been their instructor in the faith and who
now chose to share their punishment. At first they were all kept under strong guard in a private house. Perpetua
wrote a vivid account of what happened. ...

Wikipedia: Emperor Philip [the Arab] of Syria - Roman Emperor from
244 A.D. to 249 A.D. - Among early Christian writers Philip had the
reputation of being sympathetic to the Christian faith - It was even
claimed that he converted to Christianity, becoming the first Christian
Emperor - Philip and his wife received letters from [Christian writer
and theologian] Origen - Origen 184-253 A.D. was an early Christian
Alexandrian scholar and theologian - Philip was overthrown and killed
following a rebellion led by his successor [Emperor] Decius

Philip the Arab (Latin: Marcus Julius Philippus Augustus; c. 204 - 249), also known as Philip or Philippus Arabs,
was Roman Emperor from 244 to 249 A.D. He came from Syria, and rose to become a major figure in the Roman
Empire. He achieved power after the death of Gordian 11, quickly negotiating peace with the Sassanid Empire.
During his reign, Rome celebrated its millennium. Among early Christian writers Philip had the reputation of being
sympathetic to the Christian faith. It was even claimed that he converted to Christianity, becoming the first Christian
emperor, but this is disputed. He supposedly tried to celebrate Easter with Christians in Antioch, but the bishop
Babylas made him stand with the penitents. Philip and his wife received letters from Origen. Philip was overthrown
and killed following a rebellion led by his successor Decius. -- Religious beliefs: Some later traditions, first
mentioned in the historian Eusebius [Eusebius of Caesarea (c. AD 263 - 339) also called Eusebius Pamphili, was a
Roman historian, exegete and Christian] in his Ecclesiastical History, held that Philip was the first Christian Roman
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Emperor. According to Eusebius (Ecc. Hist. VV1.34), Philip was a Christian, but was not allowed to enter Easter vigil
services until he confessed his sins and sat among the penitents, which he did so willingly. Later versions located
this event in Antioch. However, [modern] historians generally identify the later Emperor Constantine, baptised on
his deathbed, as the first Christian emperor, and generally describe Philip's adherence to Christianity as dubious,
because non-Christian writers do not mention the fact, and because throughout his reign, Philip to all appearances
(coinage, etc.) continued to follow the state religion. Critics ascribe Eusebius' claim as probably due to the tolerance

Philip showed towards Christians. Saint Quirinus of Rome was, according to a legendary account, the son of Philip
the Arab.

Wikipedia: Council of Jerusalem, the 1st Church Council - The Council
of Jerusalem is generally dated to around the year 49 A.D., roughly
twenty years after the death of Jesus of Nazareth, which is dated
about 33 A.D.

At the time, most followers of Jesus (which historians refer to as Jewish Christians) were Jewish by birth and even
converts would have considered the early Christians as a part of Judaism. According to Alister McGrath, the Jewish
Christians affirmed every aspect of then contemporary (Second Temple) Judaism with the addition of the belief that
Jesus was the Messiah. Unless males were circumcised, they could not be God's People. Genesis 17:14 said "No
uncircumcised man will be one of my people.” The meeting was called because, according to the NRSV translation
of Acts 15:1-2, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” However,
this command is given considerably before Moses' time, stemming from the time of Abraham (see also Abrahamic
covenant), but it is cited as 'the custom of Moses' because Moses is the traditional giver of the Law as a whole. And
then the circumcision mandate was made more official and binding in the Mosaic Law Covenant. Jesus himself also
says in John 7:22 that Moses gave the people circumcision. It was hard for Gentile Christians to keep up with all the
laws listed in the Jewish Scriptures, which many Christians came to generally call the "Old Testament", a term
linked with Supersessionism.

Wikipedia: Ancient church councils (Pre-ecumenical) -- Pre-ecumenical
councils (also known as synods) were conferences of ecclesiastical
dignitaries and theological experts of the early Christian Church that
were convened to discuss and settle matters of Church doctrine and
practice - They were held when Christianity was still illegal in the
Roman Empire - Until the Edict of Milan, councils did not have a civil,
legal status - They must be distinguished from [later] Ecumenical
Councils which are seen as traditional and as a continuation of
previous councils or synods

Such councils include the **Council of Jerusalem (50 AD) [Acts 15:6], the Council of Rome (155 AD), the Second
Council of Rome (193 AD), the Council of Ephesus (193 AD), the Council of Carthage (251 AD), the Council of
Iconium (258 AD), the **Council of Antioch (264 AD), the Councils of Arabia (246-247 AD), the Council of
Elvira (306 AD), the Council of Carthage (311 AD), the Synod of Neo-Caesarea (314 AD), the Council of Ancyra
(314 AD) and the Council of Arles (314 AD). -- and later the **Council in Nicaea, Bithynia (Turkey) in 325 A.D.

Regarding our further blog studies - The First Three major Church
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Councils - Jerusalem in about 49 A.D. (Acts 15:6) attended by the
Apostles and Supervised by James [a brother of Jude and half-brother
to Jesus] - The Councils of Antioch [Christological (is Jesus really God)
controversies] in 264-268 A.D. -- and later the Nicaea Council in
Nicaea, Bithynia (Turkey) in 325 A.D. attended by the Church Bishops
[Constantine had invited all 1800 bishops of the Christian church,
about 1000 from the Roman Eastern Empire and 800 from the Roman
Western Empire - Wiki.com] *supervised (incognito) by Roman Emperor
Constantine | aka Constantine the Great

The first Church Council in Jerusalem [about 49 A.D.] was to determine the important issue of allowing Gentiles
access into the Jewish Christian Church (i.e. Genesis 12:3). The second Church Council the Councils of Antioch [in
Turkey] where in regard to the important issue of letting Jesus have access back into His own Church (Revelation
3:20) [i.e. as the heritics, desert fathers (desert monasticism), etc. had attempted to remove Jesus from His Church -
- Losing in the verdicts of the Councils at Antioch the heretics went out into the desert of Egypt and became the
desert (monks) monastics]. The third Church Council Nicaea 325 A.D. was in regard to allowing the Roman
Government access into and over the Christian Church (i.e. Romans 13:1). Constantine in a sense attempted to
prevail for the Roman Government [in false doctrine] where the earlier heretic monks had failed to gain influence
over the Christian Church at Antioch. Don't be misled the Arian heresy [Jesus as Son was not God] and the few
other topics [The date of celebration of the Paschal (Passover)/Easter observation. The Meletian schism. The validity
of baptism by heretics. The status of the lapse in the (Christian) persecution under co-Emperor Licinius. -
Wiki.com] were not about a healthy Church and doctrine but were about setting a secular Roman Government up as
arbitrator and mediator over the affairs of the Christian Church. When we study Church History much of the study
IS going to be in regards to the give and take between Church Authority (i.e. Bishop Ambrose 339-397 A.D.) and
Government (State) Authority (i.e. King James | of England 1566-1625 A.D.) -- Note: the Nicaea Council is often
considered the first Church Council because it was the first Church/State Council and because it was the biggest and
most impacting of the time.

{Basic Christian: The 8 Kingdoms study} Alpha & Omega Ministries
Apologetics Blog - | have been downright encouraged to note the
response that has appeared to the amazing statements of James
McDonald of "Vertical Church" wherein he basically throws Nicene
orthodoxy under the proverbial bus - Now | know that "emergent" folks
have an odd relationship with history---they love to drag stuff out of
history, without its attendant context, as if it is "new" but when it
comes to accepting that [we] stand on the shoulders of giants and that
there are things that have simply been settled in the past, they rebel
and want to put everything "back on the table" -- {Note: The Jerusalem
Creed [1st Church Council about 49 A.D. in Jerusalem] has 4
Cornerstones the fourth one being not to offend traditional Jews. The
Church Creeds [Jerusalem, Nicene, etc.] are important and relevant to
all of Christianity. Since one of the Cornerstones of the 1st Church
Council is to support Jews and Traditional Judaism it is an original and
longstanding tenant that true Christianity acknowledges its debt and
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emergence from (God ordained) Mosaic Judaism. "Acts 1:20-21 [The
Jerusalem Creed - 1st Church Council about 49 A.D. in Jerusalem] But
that we [Apostles] write unto them [Gentile Christians], (1.) that they
abstain from [occult] pollutions of idols, (2.) and from [immorality]
fornication, (3.) and from things [cruelty] strangled, (4.) and from
[Levitical] blood. **For Moses of old time hath [traditional Jews] in
every city them that preach him (Moses), being read in the synagogues
every Sabbath day."}

But even more importantly than the tweaking of Modalism so that it gets a place at the table is the attitude
McDonald has displayed toward the Nicene definition. He says he does not trace his beliefs to credal statements.
Really? If by that he means creeds are always subject to the higher authority of Scripture, of course. But this is
where you fall off the other side of the narrow path and rather than believing in sola scriptura, you end up with
something much less, and in fact, much different. Nicea's authority comes from its fidelity to Scripture. It does not
stand alone as a new revelation, and it survived simply because it is, despite all the arguments to the contrary, the
consistent, harmonious testimony of divine writ. To throw its authority into the dustbin of history in the service of
some kind of "emergent" attitude is not only to display an astoundingly arrogant hubris, it is to show deep disrespect
to those who fought, and some who died, in defense of its truth. And for what? For some kind of post-modern feel-
goodism that cannot even recognize modalism when it is standing right in front of you. A truly educational example
of just how far the emergent movement is willing to go in pursuit of its ultimately destructive goals. -- Recently
Jamin Hubner has raised issues relating to a simple question: is the modern secular state of Israel religiously and
theologically significant? Is it "Israel™ as in the Israel of Scripture, or Romans 11? And if it is not, is it open to
criticism? He is concerned about the strength of the movement, mainly amongst American evangelicals, that has
granted to Israel not only a theological position it does not actually hold, but which precludes even the slightest
mention of criticism of a secular state. Now, | am not going to re-hash everything here, but he has even been
accused of being a "shill for Hamas" due to sources he has cited and issues he has raised (which seems to me to
provide strong evidence of the need to raise such issues and challenge the knee-jerk reactions of many in the
Evangelical community as a whole). While he has sought fair and non-emotional responses to questions he has
raised, his requests have, in the main, fallen upon deaf ears, for | see no evidence that his critics really want to have
a give-and-take.

{Basic Christian: The 8 Kingdoms study} Note: Regarding the previous
"Decoding the Apostles" blog series that was recently partially posted
at BasicChristian.org - One of the more interesting aspects of looking
at the lives of the Apostles is just how much each of their individual
lives changed - The change among each individual Apostle seems to
have been huge as it encompassed their personalities, individual
behavior and individual outlook on life - Therefore the majority of the
Biblical writings of the Apostles is directed at a certain amount of
expected godly behavior modification ... in the lives of each new
Christian convert - But by the time the Christian Church matured into
the later Church Councils the majority of the entire Church Council
was no longer about individual Christian behavior modification but
instead became vested, almost exclusively, in individual Christian
though, knowledge and doctrine - Though now Pastor Rick Warren and
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many others are dramatically shifting the current Christian Church
away from thought, creeds and doctrines and are again shifting the
Christian Church back into the realm of behavior modification but
disastrously it is not a return to the original behavior modification and
godly accountability the Church Apostles sought for each Christian
convert - It is instead a behavior modification that is directing each
individual away from Christianity and back into the abyss of the world -
- In the following six posts are several examples all from the last week
or two of current Christian events

One of the more interesting aspects of looking at the lives of the Apostles is just how much each of their individual
lives changed and it changed primarily from their outlook from being socially [worldly, societally] aware to
becoming Kingdom aware and eternally aware in Jesus Christ. The change among each individual Apostle seems to
have been huge as it encompassed their personalities, individual behavior and individual outlook on life and in fact
the very meaning of life itself for each of them. Therefore the majority of the Biblical writings of the Apostles is
directed at a certain amount of expected godly behavior modification, in a good way i.e. removing doubt,
uncertainty and fear, in the lives of each new Christian convert. The first Church Council in Jerusalem offered four
behavior modification agendas to the new Christians. - But by the time the Christian Church matured into the later
Church Councils (i.e. Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D.) the majority of the entire Church Council was no longer about
individual Christian behavior modification but instead became vested, almost exclusively, in individual Christian
though, knowledge and doctrine. This later Christian Pastoral emphasis on individual Christian thought (i.e. think as
I do) has continued on until the present modern Church day. Though now Pastor Rick Warren and many others are
dramatically shifting the current Christian Church away from thought, creeds and doctrines and are again shifting
the Christian Church back into the realm of behavior modification but disastrously it is not a return to the original
behavior modification and godly accountability the Church Apostles sought for each Christian convert it is instead a
behavior modification that is directing each individual away from Christianity and back into the abyss of the world
specifically the very spiritually dangerous occult and pagan world.

Desert Fathers - The Desert Fathers were hermits, ascetics, monks,
and nuns (Desert Mothers) who lived mainly in the Scetes desert of
Egypt {in the area of Sinai Peninsula, Egypt - not the Mt. Sinai area of
Saudi Arabia} beginning around the third century [200's] AD - The most
well known was Anthony the Great, who moved to the desert in 270-
271 A.D. and became known as both the father and founder of desert
monasticism - By the time Anthony died in 356 A.D., thousands of
monks and nuns had been drawn to living in the desert following
Anthony's example his biographer, Athanasius of Alexandria, wrote
that "the desert had become a city" [the mostly heretical community
of pseudo-christians were moving away from the cities where they
were being exposed as heretics to the desert much as a result of the
Church Councils of Antioch in 264-268 A.D.]

Development of monastic communities: The small communities forming around the Desert Fathers were the
beginning of Christian monasticism. Initially Anthony and others lived as hermits, sometimes forming groups of two
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or three. Small informal communities began developing, until the monk Pachomius, seeing the need for a more
formal structure, established a monastery with rules and organization. His regulations included discipline,
obedience, manual labor, silence, fasting, and long periods of prayer - some historians view the rules as being
inspired by Pachomius' experiences as a soldier. -- The first fully organized monastery under Pachomius included
men and women living in separate quarters, up to three in a room. They supported themselves by weaving cloth and
baskets, along with other tasks. Each new monk or nun had a three year probationary period, concluding with
admittance in full standing to the monastery. All property was held communally, meals were eaten together and in
silence, twice a week they fasted, and they wore simple peasant clothing with a hood. Several times a day they came
together for prayer and readings, and each person was expected to spend time alone meditating on the scriptures.
Programs were created for educating those who came to the monastery unable to read. -- Pachomius also formalized
the establishment of an abba (father) or amma (mother) in charge of the spiritual welfare of their monks and nuns,
with the implication that those joining the monastery were also joining a new family. Members also formed smaller
groups, with different tasks in the community and the responsibility of looking after each other's welfare. The new
approach grew to the point that there were tens of thousands of monks and nuns in these organized communities
within decades of Pachomius' death. One of the early pilgrims to the desert was Basil of Caesarea, who took the
Rule of Pachomius into the eastern church. Basil expanded the idea of community by integrating the monks and
nuns into the wider public community, with the monks and nuns under the authority of a bishop and serving the
poor and needy. -- As more pilgrims began visiting the monks in the desert, the early literature coming from the
monastic communities began spreading. Latin versions of the original Greek stories and sayings of the Desert
Fathers, along with the earliest monastic rules coming out of the desert, guided the early monastic development in
the Byzantine world and eventually in the western Christian world. The Rule of Saint Benedict was strongly
influenced by the Desert Fathers, with Saint Benedict urging his monks to read the writings of John Cassian on the
Desert Fathers. The Sayings of the Desert Fathers was also widely read in the early Benedictine monasteries. --
Withdrawal from society: The legalization of Christianity by the Roman Empire in 313 A.D. actually gave Anthony
a greater resolve to go out into the desert. Anthony, who was nostalgic for the tradition of martyrdom, saw
withdrawal and asceticism as an alternative. **When members of the {desert monastic} Church began finding ways
to work with the Roman state, {a few of} the Desert Fathers saw that as a compromise between *the things of God
and the things of Caesar." **The monastic communities were essentially **an alternate [heretical] Christian society.
The {few early} hermits doubted that religion and politics could ever produce a truly Christian society. For them,
the only Christian society was spiritual and not mundane. -- {Note: Where the early (heretics) Desert Monks failed
to influence the early Christian Church via their false doctrine the Roman Government via Constantine would
succeed in exerting a secular influence over the Christian Church. Then with a Roman secular influence over the
Christian Church [starting from about 313 A.D - 325 A.D. the Desert Heretics were then able to leave behind the
desert and [under the guise of the 313 A.D. edict of religious tolerance] once again entered the cities to work as
scholars, faculty, administrators, and priests for avenues to continue to influence the true Christian Church with
their destructive and very unchristian heresies.}

{Basic Christian: The 8 Kingdoms study} Pietism Timeline - "Hebrews
10:18-25 Now where remission (forgiveness) of these (sins) is, there is
Nno more offering for sin. Having therefore, brethren, **boldness to
enter into the Holiest [presence of God] by the blood of Jesus, By a
new [the New Testament] and living way, which He (Jesus) hath
consecrated for us, through the veil [closed partition], that is to say,
His flesh [physical appearance]; And having [Jesus] an High Priest [in
the order of Melchizedek] over the House of God; **Let us draw near
with a true heart **in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water [credo-baptism]. Let us hold fast the profession of our [Christian]
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faith without wavering; for He (Jesus) is faithful that promised; And let
us consider one another to provoke [encourage] unto love and to good
works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day [2nd Coming] approaching.”

Pietism Timeline: The Cross and Resurrection birth of Christianity (about 33 A.D.) - 1st Church Council [Acts
15:2] in Jerusalem (about 47 A.D.) regarding Gentile Christian piety [holiness] - *Until about 313 A.D. the N.T.
Epistles (Scriptures) and the O.T of the Holy Bible were being translated from the Greek and Hebrew into the
common languages of the day i.e. Syrian, Egyptian, Arabic, etc. - Following the 313 A.D. Edict of Milan by Roman
Emperor Constantine the Great which proclaimed religious tolerance the Bible in any language other than Roman
[Latin] was not tolerated and all other versions of the Bible were deemed illegal by Rome. Latin was the only Bible
Translation until the era of the Protestant Reformation Bible translators [John Wycliffe 1328-1384, Desiderius
Erasmus 1466-1536, William Tyndale 1492-1536, Martin Luther 1483-1546, etc.] resulting in 1611 with the English
language King James Bible [KJV 1611]. With the English Bible in the possession of the common person in England
and accompanying Bibles [i.e. German, Dutch, French, etc.] in the possession of other common European citizens
the people began to read the Bible and understand that Salvation [eternal life] in Jesus Christ is a free gift from God
and is not to be confused with the works, tithes, customs, statutes and traditions of ordinary men and women. Then
in about the mid 1650's to the late 1880's as the common person reading the Bible began to realize the assured
nature of their own individual Salvation in Jesus Christ the Piety movement began as an answer of how then do we
with eternal Salvation live and conduct our life here on earth. {Note: The modern (intentionally confused - not by
Roman Catholicism but by occultists) bible versions [i.e. NIV, NKJV, NET, NASB, Message, etc.] are in a sense a
return to the Latin Bible where the only Bible translations of the time were in a version that could not be easily
understood by the average citizen.}

Wikipedia.org: Saint Publius 33 A.D. - 125 A.D. (Acts 28:7) -- Saint
Publius [a Church Apostolic Father] is venerated as the first Bishop of
Malta - Publius' conversion led to Malta being the first Christian nation
in the West, and one of the first in the world - He was martyred in 125
A.D., during the persecution of Emperor Hadrian

It was the same Publius who received the Apostle Paul during his shipwreck on the island as recounted in the Acts
of the Apostles. According to the Acts of the Apostles, St. Paul cured Publius' dysentery-afflicted father. -- Book:
by Rev. Alban Butler (1711-1773 A.D.). Volume I: January. "The Lives of the Saints" last published 1866. - St.
Publius, Bishop and Martyr [died January 21, 125 A.D. in Athens, Greece] HE succeeded St. Dionysius the
Areopagite in the see of Athens, as we are assured by St. Dionysius of Corinth, quoted by Eusebius. 1 He went to
God by martyrdom, and Saint Quadratus was chosen third bishop of that city. See Le Quien, Or. Christ. t. 2. p. 169.
Note 1. Euseb. I. 4. c. 23.

Justin Martyr (100-167 A.D.), Philosopher, Apologist, and Martyr (1
June 167 A.D.) - Justin was born around 100 A.D. (both his birth and
death dates are approximate) at Flavia Neapolis (ancient Shechem,
modern Nablus) in Samaria (the middle portion of Israel, between
Galilee and Judea) of pagan Greek parents - He was brought up with a
good education in rhetoric, poetry, and history - He studied various
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schools of philosophy in Alexandria [Egypt] and Ephesus, joining
himself first to Stoicism, then Pythagoreanism, then Platonism, looking
for answers to his questions - While at Ephesus, he was impressed by
the steadfastness of the Christian martyrs, and by the personality of an
aged Christian man whom he met by chance while walking on the
seashore - This man spoke to him about Jesus as the fulfilment of the
promises made through the Jewish prophets - Justin was overwhelmed
- "Straightway a flame was kindled in my soul” he writes, "and a love
of the prophets and those who are friends of Christ possessed me"
Justin became a Christian

Justin became a Christian, but he continued to wear the cloak that was the characteristic uniform of the professional
teacher of philosophy. His position was that pagan philosophy, especially Platonism, is not simply wrong, but is a
partial grasp of the truth, and serves as "a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." He engaged in debates and
disputations with non-Christians of all varieties, pagans, Jews, and heretics. He opened a school of Christian
philosophy and accepted students, first at Ephesus and then later at Rome. There he engaged the Cynic philosopher
Crescens in debate, and soon after was arrested on the charge of practicing an anauthorized religion. (It is suggested
that Crescens lost the debate and denounced Justin to the authorities out of spite.) He was tried before the Roman
prefect Rusticus, refused to renounce Christianity, and was put to death by beheading along with six of his students,
one of them a woman. A record of the trial, probably authentic, is preserved, known as The Acts of Justin the
Martyr. ... Justin's works are found in the multi-volumed set called The Ante-nicene Fathers [Church leaders before
the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D.], and in various other collections of early Christian writings.

Dionysius (about 120-200 A.D.) - Bishop of Corinth (about 165-195 A.D.)
- Our father among the saints Dionysius of Corinth was the Bishop of
Corinth during the last half of the second century - The dates of his
tenure as Bishop of Corinth is not known, but part of it overlapped that
of Soter of Rome (about 167 to 175 A.D.) - His feast day is April 8

Life: Little is known of the life of Dionysius, and what is known is from Eusebius Pamphilius and text fragments
from his letters. It is clear Dionysius was held in high esteem as a writer of letters by the second century churches,
not only from Eusebiuse statement, but also from the fact that heretics thought it worthwhile to circulate interpolated
and mutilated copies of his letters. That he wrote epistles to churches so widely scattered shows that he possessed a
widely held reputation. Most of these letter are no longer extant. -- Dionysius can be dated to the second half of the
second century from the dating of his letters to noted Christians of the time, such as to the Bishop of Rome Soter
who served from about 167 to 175, a period of service overlapping that of Dionysius. -- Eusebius knew of a
collection of seven Catholic Epistles by Dionysius, a letter to him from Bishop Pinytus of Knossus, a private letter
of spiritual advice to a lady named Chrysophora, who had written to him, and his letter to Bp. Soter. In his letter to
Bp. Soter, Dionysius lauds the practice of the Church of Rome for its practice of sending alms and gifts for the
needy to churches in many cities. In a letter to Nicomedia, Bp. Dionysius praises the Nicomedians for their standing
fast in the truth and condemnation of the heresy of Maricion of Sinope that was active in his day. The date and
cause of Dionysius' death is unknown. He reposed [retired] before the year 199 A.D. While traditionally Dionysius
has been held by some in the Eastern Church to be a martyr, there is no historical foundation for his martyrdom.

St. Irenaeus of Lyons, France (120-203 A.D.) - As a boy he had, as he
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delighted to point out, listened to the sermons of the great bishop and
martyr, Polycarp of Smyrna, who was regarded as a disciple of the
Apostles [John and possibly Paul] themselves - Later he went as a
missionary to southern Gaul [Europe], where he became a presbyter at
Lyons, France - The era in which Irenaeus lived was a time of
expansion and inner tensions in the church - In many cases Irenaeus
acted as mediator between various contending factions - Irenaeus
adopted a totally negative and unresponsive attitude, however, toward
Marcion, a schismatic leader in Rome, and toward the Valentinians, a
fashionable intellectual Gnostic movement in the rapidly expanding
church that espoused dualism - Against such statements Irenaeus
maintains that the bishops in different cities are known as far back as
the Apostles and none of them was a Gnostic

Relatively little is known of the life of Irenaeus. As a boy he had, as he delighted to point out, listened to the
sermons of the great bishop and martyr, Polycarp of Smyrna, who was regarded as a disciple of the apostles
themselves. Here he came to know, 'the genuine unadulterated gospel’, to which he remained faithful throughout his
life. Perhaps he also accompanied Polycarp on his journey to Rome in connection with the controversy over the date
of celebrating Easter (154 CE). Later he went as a missionary to southern Gaul, where he became a presbyter at
Lyons. A Catholic Encyclopedia article is online at St. Irenaeus. Irenaeus was absent from the city when the
persecution there reached its zenith. It seems that he had been sent to Rome by the Gallican churches in order to
confer with Pope Eleutherus, perhaps as a mediator in the Montanist disputes. Evidently Irenaeus stayed in Rome
for just a short time, and soon after the end of the persecution we find him again in Lyons as the successor to
Bishop Pothinus (178). When and how he died is unknown to us. Jerome and others state that he died as a martyr in
the persecution under the Emperor Septimus Severus (202), but there is no certainty about this tradition. In short, we
know Irenaeus almost solely from his writings, and these have not been preserved in their entirety. ... The era in
which Irenaeus lived was a time of expansion and inner tensions in the church. In many cases Irenaeus acted as
mediator between various contending factions. The churches of Asia Minor (where he was probably born) continued
to celebrate Easter on the same date (the 14th of Nisan) as the Jews celebrated Passover, whereas the Roman Church
maintained that Easter should always be celebrated on a Sunday (the day of the Resurrection). Mediating between
the parties, Irenaeus stated that differences in external factors, such as dates of festivals, need not be so serious as to
destroy church unity. Irenaeus adopted a totally negative and unresponsive attitude, however, toward Marcion, a
schismatic leader in Rome, and toward the Valentinians, a fashionable intellectual Gnostic movement in the rapidly
expanding church that espoused dualism. Because Gnosticism was overcome by the Orthodox Church, Gnostic
writings were largely obliterated. In reconstructing Gnostic doctrines, therefore, modern scholars relied to a great
extent on the writings of Irenaeus, who summarized the Gnostic views before attacking them. After the discovery of
the Gnostic library near Nag Hammadi in Egypt in the 1940s (see Robinson), respect for Irenaeus increased. He was
proved to have been extremely precise in his report of the doctrines he rejected. The oldest lists of bishops also
were countermeasures against the Gnostics, who said that they possessed a secret oral tradition from Jesus himself.
Against such statements Irenaeus maintains that the bishops in different cities are known as far back as the Apostles
- and none of them was a Gnostic - and that the bishops provided the only safe guide to the interpretation of the
Scriptures. With these lists of bishops the later doctrine of "the apostolic succession™ of the bishops could be linked.

Hippolytus of Rome (170-235 A.D.) - Photios | of Constantinople
describes him in his Bibliotheca (cod. 121) as a disciple of Irenaeus,
who was said to be a disciple of Polycarp a disciple of the Apostle
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John

Hippolytus of Rome (170 - 235) was the most important 3rd-century theologian in the Christian Church in Rome,
where he was probably born. Photios I of Constantinople describes him in his Bibliotheca (cod. 121) as a disciple of
Irenaeus, who was said to be a disciple of Polycarp, and from the context of this passage it is supposed that he
suggested that Hippolytus himself so styled himself. However, this assertion is doubtful. He came into conflict with
the popes of his time and seems to have headed a schismatic group as a rival bishop of Rome. For that reason he is
sometimes considered the first Antipope. He opposed the Roman bishops who softened the penitential system to
accommodate the large number of new pagan converts. However, he was very probably reconciled to the Church
when he died as a martyr. He is the person usually understood to be meant by Saint Hippolytus. Starting in the 4th
century, various legends arose about him, identifying him as a priest of the Novatianist Schism or as a soldier
converted by Saint Laurence. He has also been confused with another martyr of the same name.

Tertullian.org: The 'Noddy' guide to Tertullian - Tertullian lived in the
ancient city of Carthage [North Africa] in what is now Tunisia,
sometime around 200 A.D. - Tertullian was the first Christian writer to
write in Latin - He was deeply conscious of his own failings, and had a
burning desire for truth and integrity - His most important work is the
Apologeticum, in defense of the Christians - Running it close must be
Adversus Praxean, in which the doctrine of the Trinity comes into clear
focus for the first time, in response to a heretic who was twisting the
biblical balance between the persons of the Godhead - In this work, he
created most of the terminology with which this doctrine was to be
referred and is still, such as Trinitas (Trinity), etc. - Tertullian had
grown angry at what looked like compromise creeping into the church -
unwillingness to be martyred, willingness to forgive more serious
public sins - and aligned himself with the Montanists - It is unclear
whether this involved actually leaving the church - As such he was not
recognised as a Saint, despite his orthodoxy, and his works were all
marked as condemned in the 6th Century Decretum Gelasianum

Tertullian lived in the ancient city of Carthage in what is now Tunisia, sometime around 200 AD. Very little is
known about his life - that little comes either from writers two centuries later, or from the scanty personal notes in
his works. Much of it has been asserted to be untrue anyway by some modern writers. He was born a member of the
educated classes, and clearly gained a good education. Life in his times wasn't very different in some ways to the
modern day - he indulged his passions as he saw fit, including sex, and like everyone else attended the games where
gladiators killed each other and criminals were eaten alive, for the enjoyment of the spectators. But among the
sights he saw, was that of Christians being executed this way. He was struck with the courage with which stupid
and contemptible slave men and little slave girls faced a hideous death, against all nature; and after investigating,
became a Christian himself, and turned his budding talents to writing in defense of this despised and victimised
group. Tertullian was the first Christian writer to write in Latin, and was described three centuries later as writing
first, and best, and incomparably', of all the writers to do so. (by the unknown author of 'Praedestinatus’). His
writing is aggressive, sarcastic and brilliant, and at points very funny even after 2000 years. He was deeply
conscious of his own failings, and had a burning desire for truth and integrity. He was described by Jerome as
celebrated in all the churches as a speaker; and his works bear the marks of the need to keep an audience awake!
His erudition was immense. Much of what he read is lost, but what remains gives a picture of wide reading, which
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was celebrated even in antiquity. He wrote a great number of works - how many is unknown. Thirty-one are extant;
lists of known lost works are elsewhere on this site; but we have no reason to suppose this to be anything like an
exhaustive list. Most of those extant have come down to us by the slenderest of threads, and the very nature of
Tertullian's terse and ironic style, means that copyists made many errors, and in some cases his text is beyond
certain restoration. Not all of his works were ever completed. His most important work is the Apologeticum, in
defense of the Christians. Running it close must be Adversus Praxean, in which the doctrine of the Trinity comes
into clear focus for the first time, in response to a heretic who was twisting the biblical balance between the persons
of the Godhead. In this work, he created most of the terminology with which this doctrine was to be referred (and is
still), such as Trinitas, etc. His discussion of how heretical arguments are in general to be handled in De praescriptio
haereticorum also deserves wider recognition. Tertullian wrote no systematic theology; all of his works are brought
forth by a local event, a persecution, or a heretic. In his time, the church finally decided to reject a movement
calling itself "'The New Prophecy', and known later as Montanism. The New Prophecy made no doctrinal
innovations, but said that the Holy Spirit was calling Christians to a more ascetic position. But obeying the prophets
inevitably meant a problem, if the bishop did not recognise their authority. Tertullian had grown angry at what
looked like compromise creeping into the church - unwillingness to be martyred, willingness to forgive more serious
public sins - and aligned himself with the Montanists [it was a prophetic movement that called for a reliance on the
spontaneity of the Holy Spirit and a more conservative personal ethic. Parallels have been drawn between
Montanism and modern day movements such as Pentecostalism and the charismatic movement - wiki.com]. It is
unclear whether this involved actually leaving the church, but his later works are avowedly Montanist, and one or
two explictly attack the mainstream church on these points. As such he was not recognised as a Saint, despite his
orthodoxy, and his works were all marked as condemned in the 6th Century Decretum Gelasianum. His later life is
unknown, and we do not know if he was martyred or died of old age as Jerome says.

Clement of Alexandria (150-211 A.D.) - Clement of Alexandria was one
of the major Greek-speaking thinkers of the early church - He came
from a pagan background at Athens and his Christian theology was
strongly influenced by Greek philosophy - Clement taught at the
catechetical school in Alexandria, Egypt, where he was succeeded by
another great teacher, Origen of Alexandria - Clement's best-known
work is a set of three treatises entitled Protrepticus, Paedagogus, and
Stromata - According to a tradition cited by Eusebius, St. Mark [writer
of the Gospel of Mark] is the founder of the Church of Alexandria --
Between St. Mark and Bishop Demetrius, who governed that church in
221 A.D., Jdulius Africanus counts ten bishops - {The heretics} Valentine
[the Valentinians], Carpocrates, and Basilides went out from
Alexandria to establish their dissident sects, a circumstance which
alone implies that, already in the middle of the second century (150
A.D.), the intellectual activity there was intense

Clement was born probably c. 150 A.D. of heathen parentage at Athens. The circumstances of his conversion are
not known. It is supposed that he was troubled, like Justin, by the problem of God and, like him, was attracted to
Christianity by the nobility and purity of the evangelical doctrines and morals. His conversion, if it had not yet
taken place, was at least imminent when he undertook the journeys spoken of in his writings. He set out from
Greece and travelled through southern Italy, Palestine, and finally Egypt, seeking everywhere the society of
Christian teachers. -- Towards 180 A.D., he met Pantaenus at Alexandria, and took up his permanent residence in
that city. There he was ordained a presbyter and, from being a disciple of Pantaenus, became, in 190, his associate
and fellow-teacher. In 202 A.D. or 203 A.D., he was forced to suspend his lessons on account of the persecution of
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Septimius Severus, which closed the Christian school of Alexandria. He withdrew into Cappadocia, residing there
with his former disciple, Bishop Alexander. We meet him again in 211 A.D., carrying to the Christians of Antioch a
letter from Alexander, in which are mentioned the services he, Clement, had rendered in Cappadocia.-- In 215 A.D.
or 216 A.D.the same Alexander, now bishop of Jerusalem, writes to Origen and speaks of Clement as having gone
to his rest. Clement must therefore have died between 211 A.D. and 216 A.D. Ancient authors speak of him as St.
Clement, but his name was not admitted to the Roman Martyrology by Benedict XIV.

Origen Adamantius of Alexandria (184-254 A.D.) - Origen was an early
Christian Alexandrian scholar and theologian, and one of the most
distinguished writers of the early Church - As early as the fourth
century, his orthodoxy was suspect, in part because he believed in the
pre-existence of souls - Today he is regarded as one of the Church
Fathers

Origen was probaby born in Alexandria, to Christian parents. Origen was educated by his father, St. Leonides, who
gave him a standard Hellenistic education, but also had him study the Christian Scriptures. In 202, Origen's father
was martyred in the outbreak of the persecution during the reign of Septimius Severus. A story reported by Eusebius
has it that Origen wished to follow him in martyrdom, but was prevented only by his mother hiding his clothes. The
death of Leonides left the family of nine impoverished when their property was confiscated. Origen, however, was
taken under the protection of a woman of wealth and standing; but as her household already included a heretic
named Paul, the strictly orthodox Origen seems to have remained with her only a short time. -- Eusebius of
Caesarea, our chief witness to Origen's life, says that in 203 Origen revived the Catechetical School of Alexandria
where Clement of Alexandria had once taught but had apparently been driven out during the persecution under
Severus. Many modern scholars, however, doubt that Clement's school had been an official ecclesiastical institution
as Origen's was and thus deny continuity between the two. But the persecution still raged, and the young teacher
visited imprisoned Christians, attended the courts, and comforted the condemned, himself preserved from
persecution because the persecution was probably limited only to converts to Christianity. His fame and the number
of his pupils increased rapidly, so that Bishop Demetrius of Alexandria, made him restrict himself to instruction in
Christian doctrine alone. -- His own interests became more and more centered in exegesis, and he accordingly
studied Hebrew, though there is no certain knowledge concerning his instructor in that language. From about this
period (212-213) dates Origen's acquaintance with Ambrose of Alexandria, whom he was instrumental in converting
from Valentinianism to orthodoxy. Later (about 218 A.D.) Ambrose of Alexandria {not to be confused with Saint
Ambrose (337 - 4 April 397 A.D.) Bishop of Milan}, a man of wealth, made a formal agreement with Origen to
promulgate his writings, and all the subsequent works of Origen (except his sermons, which were not expressly
prepared for publication) were dedicated to Ambrose. In 213 or 214, Origen visited Arabia at the request of the
prefect, who wished to have an interview with him; and Origen accordingly spent a brief time in Petra, after which
he returned to Alexandria. In the following year, a popular uprising at Alexandria caused Caracalla to let his
soldiers plunder the city, shut the schools, and expel all foreigners. The latter measure caused Ambrose to take
refuge in Caesarea, where he seems to have made his permanent home; and Origen left Egypt, apparently going
with Ambrose to Caesarea, where he spent some time. Here, in conformity with local usage based on Jewish
custom, Origen, though not ordained, preached and interpreted the Scriptures at the request of the bishops
Alexander of Jerusalem and Theoctistus of Caesarea. When, however, the confusion in Alexandria subsided,
Demetrius recalled Origen, probably in 216 A.D. -- Origen excelled in multiple branches of theological scholarship,
including textual criticism, biblical interpretation, philosophical theology, preaching, and spirituality. Some of his
teachings, however, quickly became controversial. Notably, he frequently referred to his hypothesis of the pre-
existence of souls. As in the beginning all intelligent beings were united to God, Origen also held out the possibility,
though he did not assert so definitively, that in the end all beings, perhaps even the arch-fiend Satan, would be
reconciled to God in what is called the apokatastasis ("restitution”). Origen's views on the Trinity, in which he saw
the Son of God as subordinate to God the Father, became controversial during the Arian controversy of the fourth
century, though a subordinationist view was common among the ante-Nicene Fathers. A group who came to be
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known as Origenists, and who firmly believed in the preexistence of souls and the apokatastasis, were declared
anathema in the 6th century. This condemnation is attributed to the Second Ecumenical Council of Constantinople,
though it does not appear in the council's official minutes. Few scholars today believe that Origen should be
blamed, as he commonly was in the past, for tentatively putting forward hypotheses, later judged heretical, on
certain philosophical problems during a time when Christian doctrine was somewhat unclear on said problems.

Eusebius of Caesarea (263 - 339 A.D.) also called Eusebius Pamphili - a
Roman historian, exegete and Christian polemicist - He became the
Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine [Israel] about the year 314 A.D. -
Together with Pamphilus, he was a scholar of the Biblical canon

Eusebius of Caesarea (c. AD 263 - 339) also called Eusebius Pamphili, was a Roman historian, exegete and
Christian polemicist. He became the Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine about the year 314. Together with Pamphilus,
he was a scholar of the Biblical canon. He wrote Demonstrations of the Gospel, Preparations for the Gospel, and On
Discrepancies between the Gospels, studies of the Biblical text. As "Father of Church History™ he produced the
Ecclesiastical History, On the Life of Pamphilus, the Chronicle and On the Martyrs. ... Little is known about the life
of Eusebius. His successor at the see of Caesarea, Acacius, wrote a Life of Eusebius, but this work has been lost.
Eusebius' own surviving works probably only represent a small portion of his total output. Since he was on the
losing side of the long 4th-century contest between the allies and enemies of Arianism (Eusebius was an early and
vocal supporter of *Arius), posterity did not have much respect for Eusebius' person and was neglectful in the
preservation of his writings. Beyond notices in his extant writings, the major sources are the 5th-century
ecclesiastical historians Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret, and the 4th-century Christian author Jerome. There are
assorted notices of his activities in the writings of his contemporaries Athanasius, Arius (Arianism heresy), Eusebius
of Nicomedia, and Alexander of Alexandria. Eusebius' pupil, Eusebius of Emesa, provides some incidental
information. -- By the 3rd century, Caesarea had a population of about 100,000. It had been a pagan city since
Pompey had given control of the city to the gentiles during his command of the eastern provinces in the 60s BC.
The gentiles retained control of the city in the three centuries since that date, despite Jewish petitions for joint
governorship. Gentile government was strengthened by the city's refoundation under Herod the Great (r. 37-4 BC),
when it had taken on the name of Augustus Caesar. In addition to the gentile settlers, Caesarea had large Jewish and
Samaritan minorities. Eusebius was probably born into the Christian contingent of the city. Caesarea's Christian
community presumably had a history reaching back to apostolic times, but it is a common claim that no bishops are
attested for the town before about AD 190, even though the Apostolic Constitutions 7.46 states that Zacchaeus was
the first bishop. -- Through the activities of the theologian Origen (185/6-254) and the school of his follower
Pamphilus (later 3rd century - 309 AD), Caesarea became a center of Christian learning. Origen was largely
responsible for the collection of usage information regarding the texts which became the New Testament. The
information used to create the late-fourth-century Easter Letter, which declared accepted Christian writings, was
probably based on the Ecclesiastical History [HE] of Eusebius of Caesarea, wherein he uses the information passed
on to him by Origen to create both his list at HE 3:25 and Origenes list at HE 6:25. Eusebius got his information
about what texts were accepted by the third-century churches throughout the known world, a great deal of which
Origen knew of firsthand from his extensive travels, from the library and writings of Origen. In fact, Origen would
have possibly included in his list of einspired writingse other texts which were kept out by the likes of Eusebius,
including the Epistle of Barnabas, Shepherd of Hermas, and 1 Clement. On his deathbed, Origen had made a
bequest of his private library to the Christian community in the city. Together with the books of his patron
Ambrosius, Origen's library (including the original manuscripts of his works formed the core of the collection that
Pamphilus established. Pamphilus also managed a school that was similar to (or perhaps a re-establishment of) that
of Origen. Pamphilus was compared to Demetrius of Phalerum and Pisistratus, for he had gathered Bibles "from all
parts of the world". Like his model Origen, Pamphilus maintained close contact with his students. Eusebius, in his
history of the persecutions, alludes to the fact that many of the Caesarean martyrs lived together, presumably under
Pamphilus.
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{Conclusion} Early Christianity: A Brief Overview of the (before 325
A.D.) Ante-Nicene Era - The Council of Nicea in A.D. 325 is a natural
time to end "early Christianity" the post-Apostolic period (100 AD. -
325 AD) - Almost every history book will refer to the period from A.D.
100, which is about the time of John the Apostle's death, to A.D. 325
as the "Pre-Nicene" or "Ante-Nicene" era -- Nicea (325 AD) serves as a
[Church History] dividing line because the [occult leader] Emperor
Constantine, though never becoming a Christian until his deathbed,
greatly [pretended to] favor Christianity during his reign - As a result,
the number of Christians increased from about 10% of the Roman
Empire to about 90% - *Most of these converts were simply following
the emperor, not submitting themselves to Jesus - The effect on early
Christianity [after 325 A.D.] was dramatic {Note: the New Testament
erais O A.D. to 33 A.D. -- The Apostolic era is 33 A.D. to 100 A.D. -- The
Ante-Nicene era is 100 A.D. to 325 A.D. -- The Emergent Holy Roman
Empire era is 313 A.D. to about 1521 A.D. -- The Protestant
Reformation era is about 1522 A.D. to 1880 A.D. and the current epoch
of time is the Modern Emergent return to occult/paganism era of 1881
A.D. to the Present Time (2012)}

Unity and Apostolic Truth in the Early Christianity: If | have to pick the outstanding feature of this era, then |
choose the independence of the churches. People like to say that a hierarchy began to form before Nicea. It began in
the 3rd century, but not in the 2nd. The ante-Nicene churches were simple and free. They found their unity in
wholehearted devotion to Christ, not in a systematic theology or set of doctrines. ... Holiness in the Early Churches:
The other notable thing about this era was the holiness of the early churches. Christians were still subject to
intermittent persecution in the early Christianity. As a result, those who chose to follow Christ were those willing to
commit everything to the kingdom of God. It could cost them their lives! Holiness and perseverance lessened as the
3rd century wore on; however, the remarkable lives of Christians during the 2nd centuryetheir deep love for one
another and their endurance during persecutionewere powerful testimonies to the Romans around them. -- By the
3rd century, Christianity was becoming popular: The result was that there were Christians who were not so
separated from the world as others before them. Tracts can be found calling Christians to separate from Roman
entertainment and other worldly pursuits. ... Evangelism in Early Christianity: It is worth noting that unlike the
apostolic era, Ante-Nicene Christianity had no famous evangelists or apostles. When Justin Martyr describes those
converted to Christianity in the mid-2nd century, he says it was caused by: ¢ The consistency they witnessed in their
neighbors' lives, * the extraordinary forbearance they saw in fellow travelers when defrauded, < and the honesty of
those with whom they conducted business. (First Apology 16)

OrthodoxWiki.org: Timeline of Church History: Ante-Nicene Era 100
A.D. - 325 A.D.

The History of the Church is a vital part of the Orthodox Christian faith. Orthodox Christians are defined
significantly by their continuity with all those who have gone before, those who first received and preached the truth
of Jesus Christ to the world, those who helped to formulate the expression and worship of our faith, and those who
continue to move forward in the unchanging yet ever-dynamic Holy Tradition of the Orthodox Church.
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Introduction [1 of 2]: 313 A.D. - 1521 A.D. The Birth of Revised Rome
[the 7th Global Gentile Kingdom] and the Emergence of the Holy
Roman Empire -- As we have already noticed the Anti-Nicene (Church
Fathers) era wasn't all doctrinally good and likewise the doctrines of
the Holy Roman Empire won't be universally all bad and in fact with the
many Church Councils and tight oversight of Rome the Church was
able to Biblically smooth out and remove some of the wrinkles and the
rough edges of Anti-Nicene doctrines to the extent that the early
doctrines of the Holy Roman Empire would correctly guide and direct
the Christian Church for the next nearly two millennium up until today
and on into the future

Background: As the Christian Church was closing in on its first 300 years of existence the Church itself was mostly
a tightknit community but its ideology and practices were a bit of a loose collection of fellowships, doctrines and
theologies. The independence, uniqueness and vast dispersion of the Church fellowships left a power vacuum that
the Roman Empire, seeing the gaining popularity of Christianity, would soon be very willing to exploit and take
advantage of as Rome itself in just a few moves would swoop in and overcome Christianity as the new Church
master for the majority of the Christian world. Rome would accomplish their secular takeover of the Christian
Church in a relatively short period of time and with just a few simple steps. First by heavily opposing and
persecuting the Church the government of Rome was creating the very oppression, confusion and vacuum within
the Church structure that Roman leaders intended to fill for themselves. Next in 313 A.D. Rome [Emperor
Constantine] issued an Edict of Toleration [the Edict of Milan] providing some relief to the persecuted Church but
only if the Church would in a sense submit to Roman secular authority. Finally once in authority and starting with
the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. then Rome could and did easily infiltrated the Church at the top positions with
their own secular scholars, secular leaders, secular priests, secular monks and even some secular popes. Secular
Rome would create a dual system [the two headed eagle] of Church and State that exists to this present day.

Introduction [2 of 2]: 313 A.D. - 1521 A.D. The Birth of Revised Rome
[the 7th Global Gentile Kingdom] and the Emergence of the Holy
Roman Empire -- The extended 325 A.D. Constantinian system of dual
Church and State set up a system of both cooperation and tensions
between the Church religion and the State governments - A dual
system that would last almost unhindered until the Protestant
Reformation of the late 1400's and early 1500's

History: The three Church synods of Antioch convened between 264 A.D. and 269 A.D. had so accurately
confirmed the Divinity of Jesus Christ among the minds of the common man that the heretics of the day admitted an
almost complete defeat and had no alternative but to take their heretical doctrines out, away from civilization and
into the deserts of Egypt [becoming the desert monks - desert fathers] in a desperate attempt to revise, retool, re-
spin and readapt their heresies into a format that someday could become acceptable to the common people. Emperor
Constantine realizing that the Roman agents of disinformation had been regulated to the desert region of Egypt
acted quickly and in 313 A.D. issued the Edict of Milan legalizing [though without mentioning Christianity by
name] all sects of Christianity with a primary emphasis on protecting, fostering and furthering the heretical sects of
christianity while continuing to misrepresent and oppress true Christianity. With Emperor Constantine's 313 A.D.
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Edict of Milan and the success of his oversight of the Nicene Council in 325 A.D. the heretics of the desert had
found their day and were quickly able to return to the cities but by this time with the protection of the Roman
government the heretics of the desert not only returned to the cities but began to fill the seats of power and authority
both within the city governments and also within the true Christian Church.

Wikipedia: Constantinian shift [Government presiding over Christianity]
- The Constantinian shift is a term used by Anabaptist and Post-
Christendom theologians to describe the political and theological
aspects of the 4th-century (325 A.D.) process of Constantine's
legalization [and secular takeover] of Christianity - The term was
popularized by the Mennonite theologian John H. Yoder

Historical context: According to Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic tradition, [Emperor] Constantine | adopted
Christianity as his system of belief after the Battle of Milvian Bridge in 312 A.D. His legions, who were victorious,
fought under the "labarum”, a standard (flag) with the first two Greek letters of Christ's name [XP - the first two
(capital) letters chi (X) and rho (P) of the Greek word Christ] {Note: Constantine replaced the cross of Christianity
with the letters X and P - the letters probably had a dual occult meaning}. -- In 313 A.D., the Edict of Milan
legalized Christianity {Note: without mentioning Christianity by name} **alongside other religions {specifically
heretical sects of Christianity} allowed in the Roman Empire. In 325 A.D., the First Council of Nicaea signaled
consolidation of Christianity under an orthodoxy endorsed by Constantine, and though this did not make other
Christian groups outside the adopted definition illegal, the dissenting Arian bishops [who were in all probability
occult agents working for Constantine] were initially exiled. **But Constantine reinstated Arius {the heretic} before
his death ***and exiled Orthodox {Christian} Athanasius of Alexandria. In 380 A.D. Emperor Theodosius | made
Christianity the Roman Empire's official religion (see State church of the Roman Empire, Byzantine Empire and the
Goths) and did enforce the edict. In 392 he [Emperor Theodosius 1] passed legislation prohibiting all pagan cultic
worship. During the 4th century, however, there was no real unity between church and state: In the course of the
Arian controversy, leading Trinitarian bishops, such as Athanasius, Hilary of Poitiers, and Gregory of Nyssa, were
exiled by Arian emperors, as were leading Arian and Anomoean theologians such as Aétius. Towards the end of the
century [during the ongoing Church and State power struggle], **Bishop Ambrose of Milan made the powerful
Emperor Theodosius do penance for several months after the massacre of Thessalonica before admitting him again
to the Eucharist [Communion Supper]. On the other hand, only a few years later, Chrysostom, who as bishop of
Constantinople criticized the excesses of the royal court [the Government], and was eventually banished and died
while traveling to his place of exile. -- Theological Implications: Theologians critical of the Constantinian shift
[Government presiding over Christianity] also see it as the point at which membership in the Christian church
became associated with citizenship (in the country) rather than a personal decision (with Jesus). American
theologian Stanley Hauerwas names the shift as the foundation for the expression of Christianity in the United
States today that is closely associated with patriotism and civil religion.

Wikipedia: Constantine the Great - Roman Emperor from 306 A.D. to
337 A.D. - The foremost general of his time, Constantine defeated the
emperors Maxentius and Licinius during civil wars - He also fought
successfully against the Franks, Alamanni, Visigoths, and Sarmatians -
Constantine built a new imperial residence in place of Byzantium,
naming it Constantinople, which would later be the capital of the
Eastern Roman Empire for over one thousand years - He is thought of
as the founder of the Eastern Roman Empire - The reign of Constantine
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established a precedent for the position of the emperor as having some
influence within the religious discussions going on within the Catholic
Church of that time, e.g., the dispute over Arianism -- Arianism is the
theological teaching attributed to Arius (AD 250-336), a Christian
presbyter from Alexandria, Egypt, concerning the relationship of the
persons of the Trinity ('"God the Father', 'God the Son' and 'God the Holy
Spirit') and the precise nature of the Son of God as being a [created]
subordinate entity to God the Father - Deemed a heretic by the First
Council of Nicaea of 325 A.D., Arius was later exonerated in 335 at the
First Synod of Tyre, and then, after his death, pronounced a heretic
again at the First Council of Constantinople of 381 -- The Roman
Emperors Constantius Il (337-361) and Valens (364-378) were Arians or
Semi-Arians

Religious policy: Constantine is perhaps best known for being the first Christian Roman emperor; his reign was
certainly a turning point for the Church. In February 313, Constantine met with Licinius in Milan where they
developed the Edict of Milan. The edict stated that Christians should be allowed to follow the faith of their
choosing. This removed penalties for professing Christianity (under which many had been martyred in previous
persecutions of Christians) and returned confiscated Church property. The edict protected from religious persecution
not only Christians but all religions, allowing anyone to worship whichever deity they chose. A similar edict had
been issued in 311 by Galerius, then senior emperor of the Tetrarchy; Galerius' edict granted Christians the right to
practice their religion but did not restore any property to them. The Edict of Milan included several clauses which
stated that all confiscated churches would be returned as well as other provisions for previously persecuted
Christians. ... Constantine did not patronize Christianity alone, however. After gaining victory in the Battle of the
Milvian Bridge (312), a triumphal arch-the Arch of Constantine-was built (315) to celebrate it; the arch is decorated
with images of Victoria and sacrifices to gods like Apollo, Diana, and Hercules, but contains no Christian
symbolism. In 321, Constantine instructed that Christians and non-Christians should be united in observing the
venerable day of the sun, referencing the esoteric eastern sun-worship which Aurelian had helped introduce, and his
coinage still carried the symbols of the sun cult until 324. Even after the pagan gods had disappeared from the
coinage, Christian symbols appeared only as Constantine's personal attributes: the chi rho between his hands or on
his labarum, but never on the coin itself. Even when Constantine dedicated the new capital of Constantinople, which
became the seat of Byzantine Christianity for a millennium, he did so wearing the Apollonian sun-rayed Diadem. --
The reign of Constantine established a precedent for the position of the 